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Aims:

How do we teach 
your children to 

write?

How can you 
support your child 

with writing at 
home?

What is the 
importance of 

writing?



Physical Development

It is important to develop children’s gross and 

fine motor skills in order to support them with 

their writing. 

This would have been happening from birth 

through:

Tummy time

Crawling

Playing in the garden/ at the park

Pushing/ pulling toys



It is important that we continue to support 

children with physical development at 

school.

Your child has continued these activities at 

school through:

★ Cutting activities

★ Tweezers to pick up beans in rice

★ Threading pasta 

★ Funky fingers before handwriting 

sessions (focused on fine motor skills)

★ Providing engaging activities indoors and 

outdoors (OPALS)

★ PE sessions



Ways to support your child with 

Physical development at home

★ Ball games

★ Tummy drawing/ writing 

★ Table writing

★ Using climbing equipment at the park 

★ Sweeping

★ Tracing

★ Colouring

★ Drawing

★ Dot to dot

★ Play dough



Pencil grip:

Palmer supinate Digital pronate

Four fingers grasp Dynamic tripod





Developmental Stages of Writing 

Drawing



Imitative writing



Letter strings (not 

linked to phonics)



Early Phonetic Writing



Phonetic writing



Phonetic/ Conventional 

writing



How do we support your child in 

school?
★ Phonics

★ Scaffold lessons

★ Focus activities eg story scribing, phonic writing 

games, writing linked to the children’s interests

★ Opportunities to write in the indoor and outdoor 

provision (chalk etc)

★ Encourage children to write in full sentences

★ Modelling writing for different purposes

★ Read and listen to books to broaden their 

vocabulary and imagination



How to support your child at 

home
★ Model writing for different purposes (shopping lists, 

cards, letters, notes, invitations)

★ Story scribing (or any scribing!)

★ Provide different opportunities for mark making and 

writing (old envelopes, notepads, post-its, paper)

★ Encourage labelling eg if they have drawn mum and 

dad could they have a go at writing this?

★ Practise letter formation

★ Praise their efforts!

★ Encourage your child to talk to you in full sentences

Is there something that you like to do at home with your 

child to support their writing?





How is writing taught in KS1?

Cross-Curricular –
through topic

Handwriting –
cursive 

Phonics (20 mins
daily)

GPS starters

English lesson 
(30-40 mins daily)



Phonics – Year 2

Then the children focus on Year 2  spelling 

patterns.







What do we teach in Year 1?

• spelling using phonemes
• finger spaces
• capital letters and full stops
• capital letters for names and ‘I’
• question marks and exclamation marks
• joining using ‘and’
• word classes (noun, adjective and verb)
• adjectives
• sequencing sentences
• plural nouns
• prefix ‘un’  



What we teach in Year 2

• commas for list

• subordination, coordination,

• expanded noun phrases

• apostrophes for contractions and possession, 

• Sentence types: statement, question, 

exclamation, command

• compound words

• suffixes- ness –er, -ful, -less –est, -ly

• present/past, progressive form of verbs, 



Word classes
• Noun- name of person, place, thing, 

• Verb- an action

• Adjective- describing word

• Adverb- describes an adjective or verb

Find the nouns, verbs and adjectives in the 

sentences:

• Jack tiptoed nervously through the narrow 

hallway.

• The cute baby giggled loudly as the dog wagged 

its fluffy tail.



Word classes

• Noun- name of person, place, thing, 

• Verb- an action

• Adjective- describing word

• Adverb- describes an adjective or verb

Find the nouns, verbs and adjectives in the 

sentences:

• Jack tiptoed nervously through the narrow

hallway.

• The cute baby giggled loudly as the dog wagged

its fluffy tail.



Punctuation

Question marks- when a question is asked.
- Can you help please?

- Do you have a spare pen?

Exclamation marks
- How beautiful the sky is!

- What an exciting journey that was!

Full stops- to show the end of a sentence/statement.

Capital Letter – beginning of sentences, names, places
- Tim is best friends with Sam.

- Kate lives in London.



Apostrophes for possession and contractions

Dad’s socks are smelly.

I sat on my sister’s chair.

The dogs’ tails were fluffy.

I will- I’ll

Would not- wouldn’t

Punctuation continued



Commas- to separate items in a list.
- I enjoy reading, singing and cycling.

- The tiny, fluffy dog sniffed the flowers. 

Punctuation continued



Sentence Types

Exclamatory – begins with a what or a how, 
contains a verb and a noun, end with ! 
What an exciting adventure that was!

How handsome the prince looks!

Commands – bossy sentences, imperative verbs
Don’t eat the sweets!

Cut the shape out.

Questions – Asks something, ends in a question 
mark

Can I come too?
What colour is the sky?

Statement – gives information, ends in a full 
stop

The bird has grey feathers.
Jack and Jill fell down the hill.



Co-ordinating and 

subordinating connectives.
Co-ordinating conjunctions join two or more items of equal 
importance AND ARE OFTEN IN THE MIDDLE:

And : The children play tennis and they go to the park. 

But: They can climb but they can’t swim. 

Or: You can have mashed potato or you can have chips . 

So: They got the highest score so they won the match.

Subordinating connectives (often introducing a subordinate clause 

that usually only makes sense next to the main clause)

When: We put our coats on when it rains. 

If: I’ll help you if you like.

Because: I’m sad because it hurt.

That: I’d like a cake that has sparkles.



Tenses

Present Past Past 
progressive 

Present
progressive

He jumps. We jumped. They were 
jumping.

He is 
jumping.

I sleep. They slept. She was 
sleeping.

He is 
sleeping.

She paints. You 
painted.

I was 
painting.

They are 
painting.



Suffixes
Verb
root word

-ing -ed -er

Hunt hunting hunted hunter

jump jumping jumped jumper

sit sitting sat sitter

hike hiking hiked hiker

Adjective 
root word

-er -est

loud louder loudest

hot hotter hottest

happy happier happiest

nice nicer nicest



Suffixes cont’d

root 
word

-ment -less -ful -ness -ly

hope hopeless hopeful

enjoy enjoyment

happy happiness happily

cry cries

carry carries



Prefixes

root word Un-

Happy unhappy

lock unlock

fair unfair



• write simple, coherent narratives about personal experiences and 
those of others (real or fictional) 
• write about real events, recording these simply and clearly 
• demarcate most sentences in their writing with capital letters and 
full stops, and use question marks correctly when required 
• use present and past tense mostly correctly and consistently 
• use co-ordination (e.g. or / and / but) and some subordination (e.g. 
when / if / that / because) to join clauses
• segment spoken words into phonemes and represent these by 

graphemes, spelling many of these words correctly and making 
phonically-plausible attempts at others 
• spell many common exception words*
• form capital letters and digits of the correct size, orientation and 
relationship to one another and to lower-case letters 
• use spacing between words that reflects the size of the letters.

Expected standard for the 

end of year 2



Year 2 Writing Curriculum





How we model writing:

I need to use:

- Capital letters and full stops

- Finger spaces

- Joined writing

- Adjectives

- Adverbs (-ly)

- Suffix endings ( - ful, -less)

- Conjunctions ( and, but, because, if, when, so, or)

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=M7wSfbIhBM8



I need to use:

- Capital letters and full stops

- Finger spaces

- Joined writing

- Adjectives

- Adverbs (-ly)

- Suffix endings ( - ful, -less)

- Conjunctions ( and, but, because, if, when, so, or)

Working with your child



Thank you for 

coming!

Any questions?


