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27th February 2025


Merrylands New Build Update

Dear School Community,

I am now in a position to give some further updates and information about the rebuild of Merrylands Primary School as part of the school rebuilding programme.

The School Rebuilding Programme (SRP) is a national government initiative that carries out major rebuilding and refurbishment projects at school and sixth-form college buildings across England, with buildings prioritised according to their condition. Our school was selected due to the presence of RAAC as the work that would be involved in removing it would have been extensive and/or complex. 

The goal would be for any new school building and associated landscaping to not only replace facilities at the end of their life and those affected by RAAC but also provide the school with a strong and clear identity for the future. The scheme will comprise of a mix of new build and refurbishment elements, as well as extensive improvements to the hard and soft landscaping, to meet the future needs and vision of the school, whilst also helping meet the Government’s net-zero target.

The process consists of a number of stages (Feasibility – where we are now, procure a contractor, Design, Build) with the potential of a new building and site being completed for September 2027.

During this current stage we will be having lots of surveys of the school completed and I will be providing lots of information to the DfE contractors (they are a company called MACE) about what we currently have, and more importantly, what we would like to have - and this is where I need your help. 

For parents, carers, school staff and Governors I am asking you to complete a survey to provide your thoughts and ideas. This survey will run until the end of the spring term – 4th April. Please find the link to the survey here: https://www.surveymonkey.com/r/RZLG3BW 

For the children I am launching a new competition - “Design Your Dream Merrylands School”. The competition will run from now until the 4th April and will be completed in school time. There will of course be prizes for each year group.

Children (in groups) will be required to create a design on an A3 piece of paper that includes:

Classrooms for nursery all the way up to Year 6
Administration offices and staff facilities such as a car park, school kitchen, staff room
Multi-purpose spaces for extracurricular activities
Outdoor learning areas
Other areas and rooms they would like to have such as a library community room, cookery room

I will use all of this information to feedback to the DfE so that we have a new school that is for us – a school that represents everything that is Merrylands.

I look forward to reading your thoughts and ideas and of course look forward to judging the competition too. I will send a next update out in the Summer Term.

Yours sincerely,
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Mr S Tobin
Executive Headteacher/CEO
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