[image: ]WELCOME TO KEY STAGE 2
As we approach the end of the year we are aware that the children in Year 2 may become anxious about moving to Year 3.
At Merrylands Primary School, we have been preparing your child for the transition throughout the summer term.  We understand that parents often like to support this process so we have provided some key information that will enable you to prepare your child for the changes between Key Stage 1 and Key Stage 2.

Will my child know where to go on the first day in their new class?
During the last few weeks in July your child has had several opportunities to visit the Year 3 classrooms so they know where their new classroom will be.  On the first day the class teacher will meet the children at the classroom door at 8.40 am.
Will there be changes to the timings of the school day?
The classroom doors will open at 8.40 am.  Registration occurs at 8.55 am and children will have to report to the office if they are not in the classroom by this time.
Children will be dismissed from their classroom door.  They will now finish 10 minutes later than Key Stage 1 and be released at 3.20 pm.  This gives parents with younger children the opportunity to collect both siblings on time.
Will there be changes to the timings of playtimes and lunchtimes?
Playtime		10.45 am – 11.00 am
Lunchtime		12.50 pm – 1.50 pm
Will there be changes to school dinners?
The Government funded universal free school meals ends at the end of Year 2.  School dinners can be purchased for £2.40 per day.  If you feel you may be entitled to Free School Meals please speak with the School Office.
Will my child remain on the same playground?
Key Stage 2 have their own playground and field area on the far side of the school.  They continue to be supervised and have adults who they can go to at any time during play and lunchtime.  We know that going onto a new playground with older children can be a daunting prospect for some children so we have been gradually introducing them to this new environment throughout the summer term.

Does my child still have a snack provided by the school?
Fruit and vegetable snacks are only provided by the Government for children in Key Stage 1.  We encourage children in Key Stage 2 to bring in their own healthy snack, which will be kept in the classroom.  
Will there be changes to homework?
The children will continue to receive homework in the form of weekly spellings, reading their reading book and maths/reading tasks.
When will my child have PE?
PE days and times will be displayed on the classroom door by your child’s classteacher on their first week back.  Children are still required to bring in their PE kit (same as in Key Stage 1) on the first day back and they will bring it home for washing at the end of each half term.  Earrings and watches must be removed and long hair (boys and girls) must be tied back for PE lessons.
What will my child be taught?
	English
	Maths

	Science
	Computing

	Geography
	History

	Art
	Design and Technology

	RE (Religious Education)
	PE (Physical Education)

	Music
	MFL (Modern Foreign Languages)

	PSHE (Personal, Social and Health Education)
	



The curriculum is organised and taught in topics.
Independence
Through EYFS and Key Stage 1 we have been nurturing and encouraging your child’s independence so that they can organise themselves, remember their belongings, follow routines and think for themselves by developing their use of initiative.  This continues throughout Key Stage 2 with the aim of children leaving our school prepared for the move into secondary education.
You can support this by encouraging your child to take responsibility for their belongings at home and at school.
If you have any concerns at all about your child’s transition, please feel free to talk to your child’s teacher, a member of the Senior Leadership Team or the School Office who will be happy to answer any questions.
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