MERRYLANDS

PRIMARY SCHOOL AND NURSERY
AUTUMN TERM- ERIDAY 3RD OCTOBER

MESSAGL FROM HEAD OF SCHOOL - MRS PRYER

Dear Parents / Carers,

It has been another busy week with many of the Year 6 children enjoying their residential trip to the Isle of
Wight. In the rest of the school, Year 5 have been learning about air resistance while Year 4 have been find-
ing out about the effects of environmental change. Year 3 found out why Stonehenge was built and why it is
an important landmark, Year 2 explored qualities which make a good friend and Year 1 compared carnivores,
omnivores and herbivores. In Reception the children have started Phonics learning the letters S AT P while
the children in Nursery completed a range of activities linked to the nursery rhyme ‘Incy Wincy Spider’.

At Merrylands, we really love to celebrate the children’s successes and we are very keen to hear about their
achievements outside of school. If your child has achieved an award, medal, badge, certificate, trophy or
participated in a competition or performance outside of school please encourage them to bring it to school
and share their success with us. Whether it is an achievement through Guiding or Scouting, sport, perform-
ing arts to name a few, we would love to hear about it.

Next week we will be starting our Harvest Appeal. Any non-perishable food items donated will be given to
‘The Happy Hub’ for their food bank.

| hope you all have a lovely weekend.

| R 7 =\ School Attendance Target: 95.00 % Below 90%
D * Serlous Concern,
ATTENDANCE MATPS&

Persistent absence,
CJ

This week’s attendance: 94.43 %

At least 96%
L Expected
The class with the best attendance in KS1 was Miss Milne’s Class with 100 % / attendance.

The class with the best attendance in KS2 was Miss White’s Class with 100 %

If your child is absent, contact must be made to the School Office EVERY school day that your
child is absent.

Please report your child’s absence by phone 01268 417893, ParentMail or by email:

admin@merrylands-pri.essex.sch.uk

RESPLCT KINDNESS PERSEVERANCE




ﬁ, STAR OF THE WEEK ﬁ,

Nursery: Alice M Year 3, Mrs Almond: Ada T
Nest: Henry S Year 3, Miss Gilmore: Hazel D
Reception, Mrs Anthony: Ollie B Year 3, Miss Medina: Joanne A
Reception, Mrs Sullivan: Sienna C Year 4, Miss Lee: Ruby F
Reception, Miss Bagridge: Ember P Year 4, Miss Miller: Michael C
Year 1, Mrs King: Mykhailo R Year 4, Miss Atkin: Ethan A
Year 1, Mrs Camoccio: Nicole S Year 5, Miss Day: Tyroon H
Year 1, Mrs Andrade: Louis L Year 5, Mr Taylor: Teddy K
Year 2, Mrs Didham: Charlie G Year 5, Miss Osborne: Zac A
Year 2, Miss Milne: Joshua P Year 6, Miss White: Lily-Mae P

Year 2, Mrs Cooper/Mrs Christie: Sophia S Year 6, Mrs Thour: Malik C

BADGES Reception [Harper G
Our Merrylands badges are given to the pupils who Year 1 Millie F
demonstrate the school values at all times. They are Year 2 Aurora P
good role models to other pupils and work hard to im- Year 3 Hazel D

prove every single day. They try their best and persevere :
in all lessons, complete homework on time, have good Year 4 Rosie M
school attendance and show kindness to their peers. Year 5 Keira B

Year 6 Aaron B

Congratulations to this week’s winners.

UPCOMING DIARY DATES MARK YOUR|

OCTOBER CALENDAR
Black History Month
Oracy Month

06.10.2025 - 17.10.2025 Harvest Festival Collection

15.10.2025 Reception - Year 6 Autumn Term Parents Evening
3.40pm-7.30pm

16.10.2025 Reception - Year 6 Autumn Term Parents Evening
3.40pm-5.30pm

21.10.2025 Nursery Parents Evening (Morning)

22.10.2025 Nursery Parents Evening (Afternoon)

27.10.2025 October Half Term

03.11.2025 Inset Day - School Closed
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BOOK OF THE WEEK

TIYING EYE BOOKS

Year 3, Mrs Almond’s class have been reading 'Arthur and the Golden Rope.'

We really liked this book! It was about a boy named Arthur who is small and a bit weird,
but he’s super smart and brave. One day, a huge scary wolf comes to his village and
breaks everything. All the grown-ups don’t know what to do, but Arthur goes on a big
adventure to save everyone! He meets cool gods like Thor (he has a big hammer!) and
has to find a magical golden rope. There are lots of monsters and magical things. It was
exciting and a little scary but not too scary.

Holly said "The pictures are amazing especially the front cover."
Harris said " Some pages looked like treasure maps.”

o On Monday 6th October 2025 children will return to school on =
‘ Week 1. ‘

Please ensure all school lunches are paid for in advance on ScoPay.

Please let the office staff know if there are any changes to your child’s dietary

needs.
L5 WEEK 1 WEEK 2 WEEK 3
d’\é . . SWEET & SOUR CHICKEN CHICKEN NUGGETS CHICKEN FAJITA WRAP
%gm&%m SWEET & SOUR VEGETABLES VEGETABLE NUGGETS QUORN FAJITA WRAP
WITH STEAMED RICE § SWEETCORN WITH CHIPS & BAKED BEANS WITH SQUARE POTATOES & SALAD BAR
DESSERT -HOMEMADE CHOCOLATE SPRINKLE CAKE  DESSERT - STRAWBERRY SWIRL MOUSSE  DesseRT - WOMEMADE ICED SPRINKLE CAb
FRUIT § YOGHURT FTUIT § YOBHUIT FRUIT & YOGHURT
% FISH FINGERS BEEF CHILLT CHEESE PASTA BAKE
=1 CHEDDAR WHIRL QUORN & VEGETABLE CHILLT VEGETABLE PASTA BAKE
o ‘3 WITH SMILEY FACES AND SPAGHETTI HOOPS WITH RICE § MIXED VEGETABLES WITH SWEETCORN
OUR LICKTER LUNCH =  DESSERT - AMERICAN PANCAKES WITH SUPUP  DESSERT - HOMEMADE LEMON DRIZZLE CAKE  DESSERT - CHOCOLATE SWIRL MOUSSE
} “‘IGI%Q F L _;T =3 FTUIT & YOBHUPT FRUTT & YOGHURT FRUTT § YOGHURT
POTATO & HAM OR CUEESE g BUTCHERS PORK SAUSAGES BACON MACARONT CHEESE BUTCHERS ROAST CHICKEN
H e ‘C e e e 1 VEGAN SaUSaBES MACARONI CUEESE VEGAN FILLET
BAGUETTE RREAVALLABLE 0 v MASH, YORKSWIRE PUDDING, PEAS § WITH PEAS & SWEETCORN WITH ROAST POTATOES, YORKSUTRE
70 ALL PUPILS EVERYDAY 1]
0 ALL PUPILS EVERYDA a CRAVY DESSERT - FRUIT JELLY § FRULT PUDDING, VEGETABLES & GRAVY
3 DESSERT - JELLY § FRUIT DESSERT - FRUIT JELLY & FRUIT
@ BEEF BOLOGNESE CHICKEN CURRY FISH FINGERS
[~ VEGETABLE BOLOGNESE VEGETABLE CURRY CHEDDAR WHIRL
W,@g,’/f 2 WITH PENNE PASTA & MIXED VEGETABLES WITH SAVOURY RICE SMILEY FACES & BAKED BEANS
f = DESSERT- HOMEMADE FLAPJACK DESSERT - HOMEMADE FLAPJACK DESSERT - HOMEMADE FLAPJACK
M E FIUIT & YORHUPT FRUIT § YOGHURT FTUIT § YOGHURT
=
% l ° (»Q- a PEPPERONI PIZIA BATTERED FISH BESF BURGERS
AD < CHEESE & TOMATO PIZZA VEGETABLE FINGERS QUORN BURGER
AVATLABLE DAILY 2 WITH PASTA TN HOMEMADE TOMATO SAUCE WITH POTATO WEDGES § PEAS WITH CHIPS & SPAGHETTI HOOPS
© DESSERT - ICE CREAM DESSERT - ICE CREAM DESSERT - ICE CREAM
L FIUIT & YOBWUPT FRUIT & YOGHURT FRULT & YOGHURT

RESPECT KINDNESS PERSEVERANCE
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PHYSICAL EDUCATION

Sp@ﬁ’tsp@m(@n of the Half Term...
Lauren James

Who is Lauren James?

Beat the Bowler

-~

Lauren James is a professional women’s football player who is
currently signed to Chelsea and has represented England and the
Women's Euros and Women’s World Cup as a forward. She was

What you need: 2 players, a tennis ball and 2 markers. Education
Optional: tennis racket

How to play:
born on the 29* September 2001 and started playing football from + Create a 'batting square’ with markers approx 2m opart. Players
take turns to be the batter and the bowler.
a Houng qge] Pl_aylng wi_th her brother’s in the parh_ behlnd thei_r . * The bowler bowls to the batter, throwing five balls, trying not to
give away half a rounder for two consecutive no balls.
hou,se_ + The batter can play with a tennis racket or by catching and
throwing.
Wh_a_t has Lauren a_chi_eved_? « The batter scores a rounder for each star jump made until the ball
. i . . is collected by the bowler.
At the age of just 17, Lauren signed for Manchester United and helped the team to gain
promotion to the Women'’s Super League — she scored 14 goals in 18 appearances. In 2021, A bow! must:

- . . « be und b hould 1
she rejoined Chelsea and has continued to have a successful career. Some of her achievements e e % VY o __."\
i ’ H ) * not bounce. R
include: FA Women’s Super League Winner (2021/22), Women's FA Cup (2021/22), Arnold « rot be wide of the botting ‘square’. .

'
Clark Cup Player of the Tournament (2023) and London Football Awards Young Player of the $ e

Year (2023). In addition to this, she helped England to win the Women's Euros (2025).

www.getset4education.co.uk

YEAR 5 AND 6 FOOTBALL TOURNAMENT

The Year 5 and 6 football team played re-
ally well on Thursday 25th September.

They won two out of their four games and
were awarded with the school games
team value certificate which showed both
their team work on and off the pitch. Well
done everyone. :

PRO STRIKE EVENT

Last week the children had the opportunity to partici-
pate in our Pro Strike fundraising event. The children
went out in their classes and were encouraged to kick
the ball three times and their fastest time was rec-
orded for their sponsorship form. All the children
thoroughly enjoyed this event and they all received a
certificate to show their participation in this brilliant
fundraiser. Thank you to everyone who raised money through their sponsorship
forms - we will let you know the final total once we have received confirmation
of it.

RESPECT KINDNESS PERSEVERANCE
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Good Attendance means...

Being in school at least 97% of the time or 184 to 190 days
Remember

r.: 7 |:' w1 g = LI . "'.1:.-'!

Did you know?
:ﬂ- Iwo wiaak hliday
in {em-tme means

that the highast
attendance a child

Can achieve ig

94.7%

Days of
education

100% 97% 90% 83% 80% 75%

attendance  attendance attendance attendance attendance  attendance

I'M CONCERNED SERIOUSLY WORRIED

A good attendance gives you A poor attendance gives you Very poor atbendance has a serious
the best chance for success less chance of success imgact and reduces life chances




At The Natienal aqy gaces and equip p carers ans with the L] ind p i skils to be able %o have informed and age-appropriate
mmommﬂmmmlmnwmm {irm, & rhy by Narth -‘mmum theee guides now address wider topics and themes.
F'wac,hhhln‘h Mﬁth'm

I -‘}\Nha' t Pa'reI lnll:sl &IEdI u"lclatolrsI 'Ne'e'd!to' 1Know about

SNAP srmu e,

57 SN&PCHAT“@

With over 800 million active monthly users and billions of ‘Snaps’ sent each month, Snapchat is a popular
messaging app among children and young people. it allows users to share fun, spontaneous pictures and

videos with friends and family while using playful fiiters. One of Snapchat’s unique features |s that pictures,
videos and messages are only viewable for a short period of time,
=y A 2V w.ﬁ\
ARTIFICIAL INTELLIGENCE E _ - SNAPCHAT+

snapchat's wse of artificiol intelligence (Al)
Includies features like the ‘My A’ chatbotand
2 Bcrfesd - = ot

AN-po filters, ] p
can be fun but akso poss Hisks. These tools may sheire
unfinsred P el t
‘b ds, ond collect p deta
MMQMWMMe.“
manipulation,

snapehat is now accessible from a web browser,
children can use it on a loptop or tablet
witheut dewnloading the app. This can maie activity
harder te monitor, mmmdm
) | M“‘ th Md up

i =

SEXTORTION " INAPPROPRIM'E CONTENT .ﬂ-—

hart'a i,

mm;;ﬂon;oruodiy.um—:;nq fummmomu"

ACCESS m: SNAPCHAT FAMILY SAFETV HUB ENCOURAGE OPEN DISCUSSIONS

.m Jidance frem Sense Medla, Mo.hcdwuml nurture an
wee s mmmmmm,—mu

before aley the sexting,
”hwmmmmuum the platform can have harmid
& TR ruseica . - prEmTT. - .~~~ &

BLOCK AND REPORT "4 USE PRIVACY SETTINGS TOGETHER

]
uwmmowumﬁmmu e St dewn with the chikiren In your care and sxplore Snapehat’s privacy settings
‘g o send or of inapprop: @+ @ shared activity. You can help them adjust who can contact them, view thelr
mumumwmmmaummobmumm H +tories, or see their location on “hunm oxplain why seme
There are options to state wivy they're reperting that weer, with a tallored reperting m«mm their understardding of online bounderies.
mnﬂunmu-—wmhummn review these settings, especiolly after app updeates or
option te repert y for g to leak y exp ges, or Tudes’.

Meet Our Expert

Dvctdnmhnmlhoodﬂymmdmlm N N I
has developed and i d anti-bullying and cyber ! ationa
mywbmmmwmm“mmknmm
h for the
m-ummmmmlnmmwawmu S

source: see Nl rederence llst on guide poge at https//natienalcol lege.com/guldes/snapchet

X @wake_up_weds [ fwuwthenationaicollege @wakeupwednesday o) @wake.upweds

Users of this guide de se at their own diseretion. Ne llabliity is snvtered inta. Current as of the date of re loase: 17.00.2025




E Essex County Coundal
Special Educationol Meeds
and Lizatilities

AUTUMN TERM

THE ESSEX

LOCAL OFFER
SEND ROADSHOWS

'E Are you a parent or carer of a young person with
special educational needs and disabilities (SEND)
aged 0 to 257 Do you want to know what support

is available in your area? Come along to one of
our Essex Local Offer Roadshows.

You can chat with teams from Education, Health
and Social Care, as well as local support groups

and activity providers.

=. The marketplace is free and there is no need to book. Children are welcome!

8§ oropin between 9:30am and 12:30pm

This term we are in Loughton, Burnham on Crouch,
Brentwood and Harwich

Scan the QR Code for all the information, including dates and
venues or visit the Essex Local Offer at-

https: dessa kfi-think-my-child-needs-
I'-a-lp,.fg::: local-o :'Jn-n{::lsh:mﬁ ' In Partnership with




