MERRYLANDS

PRIMARY SCHOOL AND NURSERY
AUTUMN TERM~- FRIDAY 24TH OCTOBER

MESSAGL FROM HEAD OF SCHOOL - MRS PRYER

Dear Parents/Carers,

We have reached the end of a busy first half term. The children have worked extremely hard
in lessons and made good progress with their learning across the curriculum. In celebration
assembly this week we added our final team points for the term. The winning teams were
RED TEAM in Early Years / Key Stage 1 and YELLOW TEAM in Key Stage 2. When we return
after half term, all totals will be reset and we look forward to finding out which team will win
next term.

Yesterday we held an Attendance Raffle. All children who were in school on Thursday 23™
October 2025 were entered into the raffle. The winners were:

EYFS Isabelle ]
Year 1/2 |Quinn H
Year 3/4 |Holly R
Year 5/6 |Lucas L

Congratulations to all our prize winners who received a certificate and gift voucher.

I would like to take this opportunity to thank you all for your continued support this term
and I hope you and your child(ren) enjoy the half term break. We look forward to welcom-
ing everyone back to school on Tuesday 4" November 2025.

School Attendance Target: 95.00 % Below 90%

Serious Concern,
Persistent absence.
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ATTENDANCE MATP
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At least 96%
H ’ L Expected
This week’s attendance: 92.87 % ] attendance.

The class with the best attendance in KS1 was Mrs Camoccio’s class with 98.85 %
The class with the best attendance in KS2 was Miss Gilmore’s class with 97.46 %

If your child is absent, contact must be made to the School Office EVERY school day that your
child is absent.

Please report your child’s absence by phone 01268 417893, ParentMail or by email:
admin@merrylands-pri.essex.sch.uk.

RESPECT KINDNESS PERSEVERANCE



STAR OF THE WEEK

GERTIFICATE FOCUS: RESPECT
Nursery: April H Year 3, Mrs Almond: Amira P
Nest: Kasper L Year 3, Miss Gilmore: The Whole Class
Reception, Mrs Anthony: Arthur S Year 3, Miss Medina: Ayyan H
Reception, Mrs Sullivan: Jordyn-Sky M Year 4, Miss Lee: Amelia P
Reception, Miss Bagridge: Sofia S Year 4, Miss Miller: Margot L
Year 1, Mrs King: Aryah-Mae S Year 4, Miss Atkin: Hunter L
Year 1, Mrs Camoccio: Hunter T Year 5, Miss Day: Nathan J
Year 1, Mrs Andrade: Maria C Year 5, Mr Taylor: Evie S
Year 2, Mrs Didham: Leah B Year 5, Miss Osborne: Damilola A
Year 2, Miss Milne: Harper S Year 6, Miss White: Max T
Year 2, Mrs Cooper/Mrs Christie: Year 6, Mrs Thour: Iulian P
Aleshia M-Z
BADGES Reception |Libby B
Our Merrylands badges are given to the pupils Year 1 Jacob D
who demonstrate the school values at all Year 2 Tyla B
times. They are good role models to other pu-
pils and work hard to improve every single day.|Year 3 Holly W
They try their best and persevere in all les- Year 4 Michael C
sons, complete homework on time, have good
school attendance and show kindness to their |Year 5 Penelope R
PEErs. Year 6 David S
Congratulations to this week’s winners. Olivia D

UPCOMING DIARY DATLS
OCTOBER

Black History Month

Oracy Month

27.10.2025 October Half Term

03.11.2025 Inset Day - School Closed

04.11.2025 Back to School




HARVEST APPEAL

We would like to say a great big thank you for your very kind donations to our Har-
vest Appeal. Your generosity means that we have over 30 carrier bags of food to do-
nate to the Happy Hub foodbank.

Thank you very much!

GREAT FIRE OF LONDON WORKSHOP

Year 2 enjoyed a Great Fire of London workshop last week.
The children enjoyed some role play of jobs that happened back in 1666 such as a
baker, greengrocer and warehouse workers. They also met the Mayor of London, Sir
Thomas Bloodworth, and listened to Samuel Pepys and Kind Charles II.

PUPIL VOICE

On Thursday, Head Girl and Deputy Head Boy went to
Whitmore Primary School for a pupil voice meeting where they
talked about careers and aspirations of what we would like to
be and do in the future.

“"We had a tour around the school and saw lots of lovely dis-
plays which gave us ideas for our school displays. Finally we did
a poster focusing on how we can be confident in talking about
our learning. We really enjoyed our visit.”

Head Girl Suzanna and Deputy Head Boy Lucas. ‘ x !
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PHYSICAL EDUCATION

Sp@ftsp@rsm of the Half Term... Bumble Bee Breath

Lauren James

Who is Lauren James?

Educabtid
What you need: a quiet space

Lauren James is a professional women’s football player who is

currently signed to Chelsea and has represented England and the Breathing techniques help our bodies to relax, slow our
Women’s Euros and Women’s World Cup as a forward. She was heart rate and feel calmer.
born on the 29t September 2001 and started playing football from @%
a young age, playing with her brother’s in the park behind their How to play:
house. ¢ Keep your lips lightly sealed.
What has Lauren achieved? * Breathe in through your nose and then

breathe out making @ 'mmmmm' sound

until you need to breathe in again.
¢ The longer your 'bee hum', the

more relaxed you are likely to be.

At the age of just 17, Lauren signed for Manchester United and helped the team to gain
promotion to the Women’s Super League — she scored 14 goals in 18 appearances. In 2021,
she rejoined Chelsea and has continued to have a successful career. Some of her achievements
include: FA Women’s Super League Winner (2021/22), Women’s FA Cup (2021/22), Arnold
Clark Cup Player of the Tournament (2023) and Lendon Football Awards Young Player of the Try this breath before school or
Year (2023). In addition to this, she helped England to win the Women's Euros (2025). after lunchtime.

BOOK OF THE WEEK
ERE THE WII.D INGS AE Reception have been reading, ‘Where The Wild Things

Are’ by Maurice Sendak over the last few weeks and we
@ cven had a visit from one of the Wild Things who made a
- mess in our classrooms!

In the story, the little boy Max imagines that a forest
grows in his room and he sails away to an imaginary
!l land where he is made King of the Wild Things. Unfortu-
I nately, he misses his home and so he leaves the land
and sails back to his room where he finds his supper

S]'URVAND PIURES B MAURIGESENAK waiting for him "and it is still hot".
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On Tuesday 4th November 2025 children will return to school on
Week 1.

C

Please ensure all school lunches are paid for in advance on ScoPay.

C

Please let the office staff know if there are any changes to your child’s dietary

needs.
o WEEK 1 WEEK 2 WEEK 3
'_ (A’f . D: CHICKEN FAJITA WRAP BEEF MEATBALLS BREADED CHICKEN BURGER
&Lgﬁtm ‘P) ([es QUORN FAJITA WRAP VEGAN MEATBALLS QUORN BURGER
WITH POTATO CUBES § SALAD  WITH PASTA I HOMEMADE TOMATO SAUCE & WITWy CHIPS § SALAD BAR
BAR PEas DESSERT - HOMEMADE CHOCOLATE
DESSEIT - RIce pupDINe  DESSErT - msmgguzmcms % COLDEN SPRINKLE CAKE
FRESH FRUIT + YOGURT
FRESH FTUIT & YOBUIT FRESH FUIT § YOBUIT
) = SAUSAGE ROLL BUTCHERS CHICKEN NUGGETS BACON MACARONT CLEgSe
VEGAN ROLL VEGETABLE NUGGETS MACARONT CHEESE
S WITH SMILEY FACES & SPABMETTI LOOPS  WITL CUIPS & BAKED BEANS WIT DEAS
3 - N
C = DESSETT - HOHETAD® TCED SPRINKLE - esserT VOUENADE SPONGE CAKE & pessenr - SEASONAL FRUTT &
OUF LENTEr unck M=o FRESHFTUIT & YOBUPT FRESH FRULT & YOGHURT YOGHURT
H' v ";ji, 4 HOMEMADE CHICKEN PIE BUTCHERS PORK SAUSAGE BUTCHERS ROAST CHICKEN
POTATO & HaM Ol é QUORN & VEGETABLE PIE VEGAN SAUSAGES QUORN FILLET
HEESe BABUETTE are = WITH SAUTE POTATOES, CARROTS  WITH MASH POTATO, YORKSHIRE PUDDING, WITH ROAST POTATOES,
avalLaBLe To aLL = & GRAVY PEAS, CARROTS § CRAVY YORKSHIRE PUDDING, GREEN
PUPILS £VErYDay 3 DESSEI'T - FLAPJACK DESSErT - FRUIT JELLY BEANS, CARROTS § GRAVY
T FRESH FRUIT § YOGHURT FRESH FRUTT  DESSERT - FRUIT JELLY
T cueese ¢ ToTO PIZZA CHICKEN CURRY BEET BOLOGNESE
=1 WITL PASTA IN LOMEMADE VEEETABLE CUITY VEGETABLE BOLOGNESE
?:~.O®Q 2 2 7OMATO SAUCE & SALAD BAR WITH STEAMED RICE & SWEETCORN  WITH FUSILLT PASTA § MIXED
9’ = - DESSEI'T - GOLDEN OAT FLAPJACK VEGETABLES
0 DESSEIT - FRUIT JELLY
e E FRESH FRUT FRESH FRUIT § YOCURT DESSERT - HOMEMaDE FLAPJACK
g FRESH FPUIT + YOBUIT
{Ap ® D FISH FINGERS BATTEreD FISH FISH FINGERS
< CHEDDAR WHIRL Ve8ETaBLe FINGErs CHEESE OMeELETTE
9 WITH CHIPS & BAKED BEANS WITH SMILEY FACES & peas  WITH POTATO WEDGES & SPAGHETTI
i DESSEIT - STRAWBERRY SWIRLMOUSSE  DESSEIT - ICt CREAN - cuucl;m: SWIRL MOUSSE
FRESH FTUIT & YOBUIT -
- ¢ FRESH TRUIT & YOGURT FRESH FRUIT § YOGURT

2 P
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Good Attendance means...

Being in school at least 97% of the time or 184 to 190 days
Remember

r.: 7 |:' w1 g = LI . "'.1:.-'!

Did you know?
:ﬂ- Iwo wiaak hliday
in {em-tme means

that the highast
attendance a child

Can achieve ig

94.7%

Days of
education

100% 97% 90% 83% 80% 75%

attendance  attendance attendance attendance attendance  attendance

I'M CONCERNED SERIOUSLY WORRIED

A good attendance gives you A poor attendance gives you Very poor atbendance has a serious
the best chance for success less chance of success imgact and reduces life chances
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At The Natieral our dary guides emp: -ﬁqubp-mumond with the n and pe skills to be able to have Informed andd age-appropriate
mmwmmmmﬂmmmlm-u-um-u {irry R ry & < by National Online satety, these guaides now address wider topice and themes.
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¢ Al- ENABLEID SCAMS

Artificial intelligence (Al) is quickly Inoomlnguwi‘dyund tool, with lots of positive applications being
discussed and developed. Sadly, however, as with mest technology tools, there are those who will seek to o ¢
m.R!ormddmcndMpmmmlmmmmmm.gmppamnmh ._
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, EMPLOYMENT SCAMS '

- — mum.nmnmmmm
ssem completely real. These synthetic identities
chat with qummmmm
hvmunun:m.vm 2028, The
mmummmm
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o phishing attampts T
‘ INFLUENCER & 5
e V. | INVESTMENT SCAMS ﬂ

ONL NARKE'PIM:E Al toals now make It viek
FRAUD entiraly fake eontant uring the ikenses of cetwbritios
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N ameints pfenk Thees Wetes are m"" the criminal simply disappears with the money.
more advanced, moking It vital to peruse, check and  a , e o e aw N
verity the sale befers parting with any meney.

A—— & . ~a ' : ROMANCE SCAMS
VOICE IMPERSONATION < % SEXTORHON
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Advte for Parents & Educatbrs

THINK CRITICALLY USE TRUSTWORTHY SITES AND SERVICES

The key to addressing the | @ growth of Al-enabled scama is to think ouwmmmmnmcumm however,
where possible, and thelr
m sites. Thewe com, loo-o to harve more
sl s wry e e o onqplg ~ 4 pen ,M sophisticentod
media post exp: urgency, pr ul, even them te how pred and ser play ol troded on their sites.
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SEEK TO VERIFY (@) REPORTIT (&=

s

mary an i I ation and fake ‘ As the sophistication of scoms | , the lkelihood of being tricked
their op, “Whlmm“- w wmunmmwmummm-mwm
mmmmmmnwmummw tis importont that young psopie know how to repert incidents as they happen. Show
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d. If you are of the most
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to condirm Is true or false.
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Users of this guide de se at their own discretion. Ne liability is entered inte. Current as of the date of reloase: 09.07. 2026




