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Spotlight on: Child on Child harm or abuse  

Child on Child abuse or harm is any form of physical, sexual, emotional and financial abuse, and coercive control, exer-

cised between children, and within children’s relationships. This can include:  

• Bullying, including cyberbullying, prejudice-based and discriminatory bullying  

• Physical abuse such as hitting, kicking, shaking, biting, hair pulling, or otherwise causing physical harm; this may include an 

online element which facilitates, threatens and/or encourages physical abuse 

• Harmful sexual behaviours or sexual harassment, such as sexual comments, remarks, jokes and online sexual harassment, 

which may be standalone or part of a broader pattern of abuse  

• Causing someone to engage in sexual activity without consent, consensual and non-consensual sharing of nude and semi 

nude images and or videos .  

Downplaying certain behaviours, for example dismissing sexual harassment as “just banter”, “just having a laugh”, “part of grow-

ing up” or “boys being boys”; or not recognising that emotional bullying can sometimes be more damaging than physical harm 

and should be taken equally seriously, as it can lead to a culture of unacceptable behaviours and an unsafe environment for chil-

dren, therefore any form of child on child abuse is taken very seriously at Merrylands Primary and Nursery School.  

If you have any concerns about child on child harm or abuse, please speak to a member of the safeguarding team. 

Reporting a concern: 

If you have any concerns about a child's welfare or safety, 

please speak to a member of the school’s safeguarding team 

in person or calling 01268 417893  or emailing  

safeguarding@merrylands-pri.essex.sch.uk 

Alternatively, call the Essex Children & Families Hub on  

0345 603 7627  

 

Everyone’s responsibility, every day  

 November 2025 

This newsletter is designed to support parents/carers in deepening their understanding of topical safeguarding issues 

that may affect their child, themselves or members of their local community.  

Safeguarding children is the action we take to promote the welfare of children and protect them from harm - it is every-

one’s responsibility. Every single person who comes into contact with children and families has a role to play. If you 

have any concerns about a child’s safety or welfare, please contact one of the designated safeguarding leads at the 

school. 

Useful Contacts 

Basildon Food bank: https://basildon.foodbank.org.uk/  0300 3302101  

Young Minds: https://www.youngminds.org.uk/ (Supporting children and young people’s mental health) 

Mind Basildon: https://www.basmind.org/ (Local adult mental health support and information) 

Homeless England (Basildon)  https://homeless.org.uk/homeless-england/service/basildon-community-resource-centre (Support 

for people who are homeless, at risk of homelessness or suffering hardship) 



  


