
MESSAGE FROM HEAD OF SCHOOL - MRS PRYER  
Dear Parents/Carers,  
 
It has been another busy week with rehearsals starting for Year 1 and Reception Christmas 
Plays.  The children in Nursery have participated in a range of activities linked to the story 
‘Owl Babies’ while the children in Reception have been exploring the story ‘Ning and The 
Night Spirits’. Year 1 have been subtracting using a number line while Year 2 have been ex-
ploring symmetry in shapes.  Year 3 compared human and animal skeletons in science, Year 
4 thought about their goals for the future in PSHE, Year 5 have extended sentences using co
-ordinating conjunctions and Year 6 have been adding and subtracting fractions. The chil-
dren in the ASC have also been solving subtraction number sentences while the children in 
the Nest have been exploring all things wintery. 
 
The weather has turned much colder this week so please ensure your child has a warm coat 
for breaktime and lunchtime.  Remember to name coats, hats, gloves and scarves so they 
can be returned to your child if needed.   
 
In addition, some PE lessons are still taking place outside so jogging bottoms or tracksuit 
bottoms (dark colours) can be added to your child’s PE kit. Next week, we will be sharing 
our new reading reward system with the children in assembly.  Further information will be 
shared in the newsletter next week. In the meantime, please encourage your child to read 
at home 5 times a week. 
 
I hope you all have a lovely weekend.  

AUTUMN TERM— FRIDAY 21st NOVEMBER 

Respect   Kindness   perseverance 

School Attendance Target:  95.00 % 

 

 

 

This week’s attendance:  92.72 % 

The class with the best attendance in KS1 was Mrs Andrade’s Class with 99.20 % 

The class with the best attendance in KS2 was Miss White’s Class with 97.33 % 

If your child is absent, contact must be made to the School Office EVERY school day that your 
child is absent.  

Please report your child’s absence by phone 01268 417893, ParentMail or by email:  

admin@merrylands-pri.essex.sch.uk. 



BADGES 
Our Merrylands badges are given to the pupils who 
demonstrate the school values at all times.  

 

They are good role models to other pupils and work 
hard to improve every single day. They try their 
best and persevere in all lessons, complete home-

work on time, have good school attendance and 
show kindness to their peers. 
 

Congratulations to this week’s winners. 

Reception Ember P  

Year 1 Avineet B 

Year 2 Zyana E 

Year 3 Abigail A 

Year 4 Margot L 

Year 5 Zac A 

Year 6 Alyzza W-C 

STAR OF THE WEEK  
CERTIFICATE FOCUS: RESCPECT 

Nursery: Joshua A 

Nest: Henry J  

ASC: Zekria S 

Reception, Mrs Anthony: Jeremiah S 

Reception, Mrs Sullivan: Heesha S 

Reception, Miss Bagridge: Holly L  

Year 1, Mrs King: Sadie D  

Year 1, Mrs Camoccio: Horia Q 

Year 1, Mrs Andrade: Luena M  

Year 2, Mrs Didham: Noelle-Gifty A 

Year 2, Miss Milne: Presley W 

Year 2, Mrs Cooper/Mrs Christie: Tyla B  

 

Year 3, Mrs Almond: Hanaa M  

Year 3, Miss Gilmore: Evie F 

Year 3, Miss Medina: Thinara S 

Year 4, Miss Lee: Louie L   

Year 4, Miss Miller: Rose P 

Year 4, Miss Atkin: Mattias-C A 

Year 5, Miss Day: Bryan F-V 

Year 5, Mr Taylor: Keira B 

Year 5, Miss Osborne: Damilola A 

Year 6, Miss White: Eliana E 

Year 6, Mrs Thour: Daisy G  

UPCOMING DIARY DATES 

November  
28.11.2025  St. Andrew’s Day Special Dinner  

December 
04.12.2025  Year 1 Christmas Performance 10.00am - 11.00am   

10.12.2025  Year 2 Eastgate Singing Performance for St Luke’s Hospice  

   10.00am - 11.45am 

10.12.2025 & 11.12.2025  Year 6 Parents/Carers Meeting 

11.12.2025  Reception Christmas Performance 2.15pm - 3.00pm 

12.12.2205  Christmas Dinner & Christmas Jumper Day / Save The Children 

15.12.2025  Nursery Carol Singing 10.45am - 11.30am and 2.15pm - 3.00pm 

16.12.2025  Whole School Pantomime  

17.12.2025  KS1 & KS2 Choir - Carols around the Christmas Tree 3.30pm - 4.15pm 
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 BOOK OF THE WEEK 
 
Year 6 have been reading The Windrush Child' by Benjamin Zephaniah. It tells the story of 
a 10-year-old Leonard who travels with his mother from Jamaica to England: The Land of 
Hope and Glory.  
 
The book follows Leonard's struggles to adapt to life in England during the early 1960s and 
the historical events that led to much prejudice and injustice. Year 6 have 
been learning about how life was different to the modern day and have 
worked hard putting themselves in the characters' shoes. 
 
"I found it interesting finding out that back in the day, people were treated 
differently and potentially bullied because of the colour of their skin."    
Teddy 
 
"I enjoyed learning about how similar and different Jamaica was compared 
to England. We looked at weather, location, food and culture." Aaliyah 

PHYSICAL EDUCATION 

 

 
 

SPEECH AND LANGUAGE  
Speech and Language UK are offering a free 2 hour workshop via Zoom for families and 

carers in Essex. This workshop is for you if your child has a social communication chal-

lenge with or without a diagnoses of Autism. 

 

Learn more about social communication skills in young children and how they develop, 

how to help your child, if aged 18 Months to 5 Years, at their very early (or pre verbal) 

stage of development, strategies that work well to support social communication skills at 

home and resources you can access.  

 

Friday 12th December 10am-12pm. 

 

This is a virtual session and will be delivered via Zoom. Please register your interest with 

us by emailing: Julie.hall@essex.gov.uk. Please note there is a limited number of spaces. 

mailto:mailtojulie.hall@essex.gov.uk


FOREST SCHOOL DONATIONS 
We are kindly asking for donations of bird feed for the hungry birds nesting in our Forest 
School Area. Any donations of bird feed would be greatly appreciated. Please ensure the 

bird feed is in secured in a bag/container.  

FOOD BANK DONATIONS   

Berlesduna maths competition 
 

 

 
 
 

Well done to Freya who 

took part in the South 

Essex Gymnastic Com-

petition on Saturday. 

Freya wowed the judges 

with her floor routine.  

Well done Freya! 

Achievements 

 

On Thursday 13th November, Murtaza, Shea, 

Ayan and Joris attended Fairhouse Primary 

School to represent Merrylands in the Ber-

lesduna Maths Competition. 

 

The boys represented our school brilliantly in 

their behaviour, manners and of course, 

maths skills!  

Murtaza, Shea, Ayan and Joris came 9th. 

Well done boys! 

On Monday Gracie 

won a certificate 

and medal for al-

ways trying her 

best in Acro!  

Well Done Gracie! 

Following on from the generous donations we  

received for our Harvest Appeal, we are happy to  

inform you the donations have been successfully  

donated to  Basildon Foodbank located at  

The Gore, Basildon.  

 

Your donations weighing 125.5kg made a big  

difference to the local people and families in crisis.  

 

Basildon Foodbank first opened in July 2022 offering 
help to those in need. Basildon Foodbank offers more 
than food, they offer a life line to those who need it 

most.   

Last year, Basildon Foodbank helped 3,069 people in 
crisis. 

Thank you so much to everyone who kindly donated. 
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On Monday 24th November 2025 children will return to school on                   

Week 1. 

Please ensure all school lunches are paid for in advance on ScoPay. 

 Please let the office staff know if there are any changes to your child’s dietary needs. 



Online Safety 

Do you know who your children are talking to? 

Most Primary School children would be able to design an ‘Online Safety’ poster that would cover 
all of the points about staying safe on the internet but would this knowledge keep our children 

safe online? 

Many parents and professionals honestly believe that they are fully up to date regarding Internet 

Safety and with this assured mindset they then seek to keep children safe. This mindset leads to 

a false sense of security and often results in young people being unable to speak to parents and 
professionals when things go wrong. 

If a child today was walking to school and a man in a van pulled up and offered them sweets, 

then every one of them would immediately recognize this as a risk. Identifying the risk, every 

child in the country would then have no fear whatsoever telling their parent or school about the 

incident. It is inconceivable that a child would be punished for this disclosure. 

Fast forward to today. The modern risk is highly likely to play out online. The problem we are up 

against is that so many children will not spot a risky situation and worse still, even when they 

know something is wrong, they will not tell their parents as the more likely response will be the 

loss of whatever device they were using. 

We recently asked all children in the school to sign our Acceptable Use Policy about how they will 
use the internet and devices in school. During that process, quite a number of children confessed 

that they have “chatted” with people online who are strangers to them and have not told their 

parents. 

We would encourage you to have an open discussion with your children about online behavior as 

soon as you can, and regularly monitor their activity. The risks are very real. 

The advert below is for an event held by the “2 Johns” who are experts in this field and are run-

ning a free online session for parents. We would encourage you to attend this - you will definitely 

learn a great deal and feel better informed and equipped to keep your children safe. 

If you have any worries about such matters - please feel free to pop in and see me. 

 

Mr Andrews 

Deputy Headteacher 

 

 





 

 


