MERRYLAN DS

PRIMARY SCHOOL AND NURSERY
AUTUMN TERM- FRIDAY 28TH NOVEMBER

MESSAGE FROM HEAD OF SCHOOL - MRS PRYER

Dear Parents/Carers,

Rehearsals have been in full swing this week and we are really looking forward to the Year 1 perfor-
mance next Thursday. In Nursery the children have been exploring the story ‘Lost and Found’ and
making igloos for the penguin while Reception have been creating and continuing patterns in
maths. Year 1 have been busy designing moving vehicles, Year 2 have been finding out about map
symbols and Year 3 have been using adverbials to sequence a story. Year 4 have focused on multi-
plication and division, Year 5 have found out about how mountain are created by the movement of
the tectonic plates and Year 6 have explored evolution and inheritance. The children in the ASC
have been writing about the characters in the story Jack and the Beanstalk while the children in the
Nest have been learning the song Jingle Bells.

Next week is the beginning of December and we are looking forward to a fun-filled month of
events including performances to parents/carers, Christmas dinner and the pantomime. Thanks to
your fundraising and donations we have been able to book the pantomime of Dick Whittington in
the last week of term. Please look out for future fundraising events, including the Christmas color-
ing, so we can offer more opportunities, experiences and equipment to the children.

| hope you all have a lovely weekend!
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This week'’s attendance: 93.73%
The class with the best attendance in KS1 Mrs King’s Class with 98.00%
The class with the best attendance in KS2 was Miss Lee’s Class with 98.21%

If your child is absent, contact must be made to the School Office EVERY school
day that your child is absent.

Please report your child’s absence by phone 01268 417893, ParentMail or by
email: admin@merrylands-pri.essex.sch.uk.
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STAR OF THE WEEK
CERTIFICATE FOCUS: KINDNESS

Nursery: Ruby T

Nest: Olivia A Year 3, Mrs Almond: Michelle A
ASC: Teddy R Year 3, Miss Gilmore: Stella C
Reception, Mrs Anthony: Lottie S Year 3, Miss Medina: Macie L
Reception, Mrs Sullivan: Daisy H Year 4, Miss Lee: Rosie M
Reception, Miss Bagridge: Skylar-Rose H  Year 4, Miss Miller: Tommy C
Year 1, Mrs King: Eliza G Year 4, Miss Atkin: Kevinas G
Year 1, Mrs Camoccio: Karlo B Year 5, Miss Day: Maisie B

Year 1, Mrs Andrade: Harrison K Year 5, Mr Taylor: Sofija S

Year 2, Mrs Didham: Betty-Rose B Year 5, Miss Osborne: William W
Year 2, Miss Milne: Tife A Year 6, Miss White: Tilly B

Year 2, Mrs Cooper/Mrs Christie: Scarlett B Year 6, Mrs Thour: Lucas P

BADG[S @ Reception Sienna C
Year 1 Zoe W
Our Merrylands badges are given to the pupils who —
demonstrate the school values at all times. Year 2 Maisie B
They are good role models to other pupils and work Year 3 Nathan C
hard to improve every single day. They try their best |yagr 4 Bonnie-Mae D
and persevere in all lessons, complete homework on
time, have good school attendance and show kind- |Year 5 Nina A
ness to their peers.
Year 6 Ruby Y

Congratulations to this week’s winners.

UPCOMING DIARY DATLS
DECEMBER

04.12.2025 Year 1 Christmas Performance 10.00am - 11.00am
10.12.2025 ASC Christmas Performance 2.00pm - 3.00pm
10.12.2025 Year 2 Eastgate Singing Performance for St Luke’s Hospice - 10.00am -11:45am
10.12.2025 Year 6 Parents/Carers Meeting

11.12.2025 Year 6 Parents/Carers Meeting

11.12.2025 Reception Christmas Performance 2.15pm - 3.00pm

12.12.2025 Christmas Dinner & Christmas Jumper Day for Save The Children
15.12.2025 Nursery Carol Singing 10.45am - 11.30am and 2.15pm - 3.00pm
17.12.2025 Nest Christmas Performance - 2.00pm - 3.00pm
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BOOK OF THE WEEK
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Year 5, Miss Osborne’s class are currently reading 'The
Magic Faraway Tree' by Enid Blyton as their class book.

This is a story about four children who go on an unforget-
table adventure. The class have only just begun to read
this story, but the children are already hooked and can't
wait to find out more about the magical lands at the top
of the Faraway Tree! Miss Osborne’s class discussed how
there is a film coming out next year inspired by the tale,

and the children are very excited for this too.

Wil your child be av reading
champion?

This week we handed out 103
reading rewards. 5 children
received rewards for reading 75
times since the start of the
academic year!

Please encourage your child to
read 5 times a week and
ensure this is recorded on
BoomReader to help your child
achieve our reading prizes and

awards. 48

SNOW GLOBE COLOURING
COMPETITION

Our school councillor’s have come
up with a fun competition to get us
all in the Christmas spirit.

On Monday 1st December, your
child will be bringing home their
Snow Globe Design Sheet.

If they wish to enter the
competition, there will be a cost of
50p which you may attach to the de-
sign sheet.

Entries must be returned to school
by Tuesday 16th December.

Head Boy, Head Girl and the Depu-
ties will judge each design and
choose a winner. There will be a
prize winner from each year group!

Good Luck!
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WOW -

The Walk to School Challenge

Since October, Merrylands has been participating in the WOW - Walk to School
Challenge. In this challenge, pupils from over 2000 schools are getting more active. The
aim is to create healthier pupils by making the most of the opportunity to walk all or part
of the way to school {or cycle or scoot!)

Pupils self-report every day how they get to school using our interactive Travel Tracker and
if they travel sustainably for at least one day every weelk, they are awarded a monthly

WOW badge. It's that easy.

Data shows that WOW schools see 59% fewer car journeys to the
school gates and 18% more journeys walking and wheeling.

The WOW badges are different every year and are made in Cormwall

from recylcled plastics.

So far our best performing WOW Class is Year 4 Miss Lee's class who have achieved
97% of trips recorded and 94% recorded as active.

What can you do?

1. Continuewalking every day if vou already do!

2. Think about whether it is possible to scoot or walk to school if you currently drive.
The benefits of less congestion and less pollution are massive.

3. If you are too far to walk, park a little further away from the school - about half a
mile- which helps congestion, and stroll in the rest of the way. The children will
call this Park and Stride when they self-register.

4, Think about other days and how you can walk more. A fun leaflet of walking ideas,
games and activities can be found on the website.
https:feane livingstreets. org.ukdmedia/Quapjwzxfamily-resource-
booklet final.pdf

Thank you to everyone that makes every effort to care more for our environment, be
considerate of others and seek to make us a healthier school community.

If you want to know any more about the WOW challenge, please do get in touch.

Mr Andrews - Deputy Headteacher
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“— Essex County Council @
Special Educational Needs

and Disabilities )
SPACE

SPACE offers free support to

families of children and young
people with SEND.

Delivered by peer educators - all parents and
carers with lived experience.

Get support your way:

# in person - meet us at Local Offer roadshows,
coffee mornings, and community events

by phone - talk one-to-one with a peer educator

® online - join webinars on key topics,
led by peer educators

on the SPACE website - find helpful
info and guidance anytime

-
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Book your place for an online
session, or a phone call today!

parent-send-support.essex.gov.uk



Free Online Safety and Exploitation Awareness Session for
Parents/Carers

Tuesday 2nd December 2025
7:00-9:00pm
Delivered virtually via Zoom

If you want to learn more about how young people are spending their time
online and how to spot the signs of exploitation - this is the event for you.

The session will provide you with key tips and advice to protect your young
people from online grooming and exploitation.

To attend - click on the below link
WALK ONLINE or https:/lus02web.zoom.us/webinariregister™WN SecJdZ6uRuKKqVZDFd06ty
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The 12 Safety Tips for Christmas
% 4 Presented by ‘The 2 Johns’
W P T xnow them” O\

The Johns would like to invite you to join a complimentary online event.
This will provide you with an introduction to a world that we, as adults, did
not grow up in but your children are fully embracing.

They will give you tips on: -

The Internet Express Gaming The Exploiters
WhatsApp & Snap Chat Screentime Cliff Top Parenting
What to do if it goes Wrong Sexploitation Where can | Get Help

Indecent Images of Children Stranger Danger  The Power of Influence

The two Johns, yes, they are both named John and have spent many years working in the
police in various overt and covert roles tackling online and offline child exploitation. They
are regarded as experts in their field and annually work in hundreds of primary anc
secondary schools interacting with thousands of children, teachers and parents. They alsc
regularly deliver lunch and learn sessions to parenting networks in the private sector.

Over the past fifteen years, the two Johns have been key speakers at numerous majo
events throughout the country. In Essex they are regularly commissioned by the
Safeguarding Children's Board, Community Safety Partnerships and schools to deliver bott
staff training and bespoke sessions for large numbers of children. This includes their highly
successful 'Walk Online Roadshow' which is delivered to many thousands of childrer
annually.

The 2 Johns Thursday 11th December
@ at 20:00hrs
‘Keeping Children Safe’ (Scan the QR code to register)

www.esafetytraining.org
m EST E Safety Training O) @JohnsThe2




Online videcs are often associated with cpps such o3 YouTube, but among teens, TikTok is king, The app

provides a potenticlly addictive, never-ending stream of short clips toilored to users' interests based on

their viewing hobits. Around half of British children use TikTok, and while most content is benign, Odcom
congidaers it the app where young pecple are “mast Skely to encounter a potential barm®,
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