" r BB BB BB B BB BB BB BB BB BB BB B E B E BB E E B E BB

MERRYLAN DS

PRIMARY SCHOOL AND NURSERY
AUTUMN TERM- ERIDAY 12TH DECEMBER

MESSAGL FROM HEAD OF SCHOOL - MRS PRYER

Dear Parents / Carers,

It has been another busy week at Merrylands. On Wednesday, the children in Year
2 entertained the shoppers at Basildon Eastgate Shopping Centre. The children
were impeccably well-behaved and sang beautifully. Thank you to all the parents,
carers and relatives that came to support this event and well done to the children
in Year 2.

Also this week, children in Reception performed their nativity play. Considering
the children have only been in school for a term, they performed so confidently
and were amazing at remembering all the words to each of the songs. Well done
to all the children in Reception. In addition, the children in the ASC also enjoyed
their Christmas event with their parents / carers. Thank you to everyone who
supported these events.

Next week, the children in the Nest and Nursery will participate in their Christmas
events and the school choir will be performing songs around the Christmas tree
on Wednesday after school in the marquee. You are all welcome to join this after
school event and we look forward to seeing you there.

Christmas dinner was the highlight today with the children enjoying their festive
meal. The children also enjoyed wearing their Christmas jumpers. Thank you to
everyone who donated today or at one of the performances over the last few
weeks. In total we have raised £325.90 for the charity ‘Save the Children’.

I hope you all have a lovely weekend.
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ATTENDAN(EMAWS‘ ’ School Attendance Target: Q?M

This week’s attendance: 94.11% 05 arie

The class with the best attendance in KS1 was Mrs Camoccio’s Class with 96.37 %
The class with the best attendance in KS2 was Miss White’s Class with 97.10 %

If your child is absent, contact must be made to the School Office EVERY school
day that your child is absent.

Please report your child’s absence by phone 01268 417893, ParentMail or by
email: admin@merrylands-pri.essex.sch.uk.
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STAR OF THE WEEK CERTIFICATE
FOCUS: RESPLCT

Nursery: Oliver L Year 3, Mrs Almond: Harris B

Nest: Vinnie A Year 3, Miss Gilmore: Skye K-F
Reception, Mrs Anthony: Dave ] Year 3, Miss Medina: Rory-Paul B
Reception, Mrs Sullivan: Isabel ] Year 4, Miss Lee: Louis P
Reception, Miss Bagridge: Leya L Year 4, Miss Miller: Mark O

Year 1, Mrs King: Elizabeth G Year 4, Miss Atkin: Alex D

Year 1, Mrs Camoccio: Henry G Year 5, Miss Day: Isla F

Year 1, Mrs Andrade: Jacob D Year 5, Mr Taylor: Chloe W

Year 2, Mrs Didham: Erin P Year 5, Miss Osborne: Annie-May G
Year 2, Miss Milne: Iris H Year 6, Miss White: Logan K

Year 2, Mrs Cooper/ MrsChristie: Robert N Year 6, Mrs Thour: Samuel S

BADGES @ Reception [Holly L
Our Merrylands badges are given to the
pupils who demonstrate the school values |Year 1 Felicia P
at all times.

Year 2 Rosie P

They are good role models to other pupils
and work hard to improve every single

Year 3 Henry L
day. They try their best and persevere in :
all lessons, complete homework on time, | Y€ar 4 Sofia S

have good school attendance and show Year 5

Georgianna-Rose C
kindness to their peers. 9

Congratulations to this week’s winners. Year 6 Nuwair M

Mape o2
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UPCOMING DIARY DATES

DECEMBER

15.12.2025 Nursery Carol Singing 10.45am - 11.30am and 2.15pm - 3.00pm
17.12.2025 Nest Christmas Performance - 2.00pm - 3.00pm

17.12.2025 KS2 Christmas Carols around the Christmas tree 3:30pm-4:4:15pm
16.12.2025 Whole School Pantomime

17.12.2025 KS1 & KS2 Choir - Carols around the Christmas Tree 3.30pm - 4.15pm
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BOOK OF THE WEEK VL) =W Y

In Year 3, Miss Gilmore's class have been reading 'The
Witches' by Roald Dahl.

The story is about witches hidden across the world who
don't like children. The children in the class are enjoying the
story and eagerly waiting for the end of the day to find out
what is going to happen next!

Jaiden Y said, “"The grand high witch is funny but scary! I
can’t wait to find out what happens next!”

Stella C said, “This book is fun and interesting. The story
line is different and keeps you excited to find out what hap-
pens next!”

RECEPTION CHRISTMAS PERFORMANCE e p==ml - . -
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On Thursday 11th December, the children in Reception performed their Christ-
mas Nativity to parents and carers.

The children worked hard to say their lines clearly and loudly and to remember
all the lyrics to the songs. All the children did an incredible job and put on a
wonderful display of the true meaning of Christmas.

Thank you to all the parents/carers who attended the performance. The children
worked hard rehearsing and learning their parts and we are very proud of them
all.

YEAR 7 EASTGATE SINGING
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This week, the children in Year 2 went to the Eastgate Shopping Centre in
Basildon Town Centre in aid of St. Luke's Hospice.

The children performed a range of Christmas songs to an audience of parents,
carers, relatives and shoppers.

Well done to everyone who took part. The children put on a lovely show and
got everyone in the festive spirit.
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On Monday 15th December 2025 children will return to school on Week 1.
‘ Please ensure all school lunches are paid for in advance on ScoPay. ‘

Please let the office staff know if there are any changes to your child’s

dietary needs.
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Poppins Early years Bursary

Support to become a childminder

Gateway to Childminding

Grant element

The Gateway to Childminding Grant is a £1,000 grant to support the
initial start up costs of becoming a childminder. In order to apply for
this, you must be a resident of Essex and meet the earning threshold.

Training

The Level 3 in Preparing to Work in Homebased Childcare
Fully fundable course, with weekly class sessions

The Skills Bootcamp for Early YearsChildminding
12-week fully online training programme.

For more information, visit the ACL website or
contact poppins.bursary@essex.gov.uk
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ACTIVE2ade
Free holiday clubs, fun activities and food
across Essex and Thurrock!

\/ Specialist SEND, mental wellbeing and youth clubs
J Sports and games, arts and crafts, cooking and so much more!
«/~ Nutritious snacks and tasty meals

«/ Run by qualified, local club providers

«/~ Family support, resources and guidance

«/ Discretionary paid and paid for spaces

WHAT 15 ESSEX ACTIVATE]

Essex ActivAte is the name for the exciting activity clubs
run by Active Essex! During school holidays, local club

providers across the county deliver free holiday clubs Turn this flyer over
and fun activities to get eligible primary and secondary to read more on how
children active, as well as support young people to make to book a spacel
friendships and learn new skills, helping to enhance their

wellbeing.

Please only book your child/ren a space at an Essex
ActivAte Eﬁ_lb if they will attend. If they are booked on
and do not attend, other children may miss out on this
beneficial opportunity across the holidays.

Of 1400

{ www.activeassax org () )
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What Parents & Carers Need to Know about *

SETTING UP APPS, GAMES
e AND SOFTWARE

Millions of new phones, tablets, laptops and games consoles will be nestling under Christmas trees this
year. However, even if parents and carers have gone to the trouble of setting up these new devices and
enabling the safety features, there are stil| petential hazards in the apps, games and software that
children will want to install and use. Knewing what to ook for and discussing those risks with your child
y help aveid any nasty surprises this Christmas. Here are our top tips for ensuring that unwrapping

this year's presents doesn’'t un/eash any unexpected dangers.
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Meet Our Expert

Barry Colins hos been a mhwlm‘pumuld and ecifor for

@ www.nationalonlinesafetycom  YfJf @natorlinesafety 3 /Nationatoniinesafety (©) @nationalonlinesafety
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