" r BB BB BB B BB BB BB BB BB BB BB B E B E BB E E B E BB

MERRYLANDS

PRIMARY SCHOOL AND NURSERY
AUTUMN TERM- ERIDAY 19TH DECEMBER

MESSAGL FROM HEAD OF SCHOOL - MRS PRYER

Dear Parents/Carers,

We have finally reached the end of a very busy Autumn term. This week we have had Christ-
mas events and performances for the Nursery and the Nest as well as the KS1 and KS2 choir
singing around the Christmas tree. All of these events were really successful — well done to all
the children involved.

Also this week, the children enjoyed the pantomime Dick Whittington, there was plenty of laugh-
ing, cheering and booing! Thank you again for all your fundraising last year which enabled us to
give the children this exciting opportunity. Thank you also for supporting the fundraising events
this term. Just this week we have raised £388.00 through the Christmas raffle and the Christ-
mas coloring competition. This money will go towards more playground equipment for the chil-
dren to use at lunchtime.

Last week we held an attendance week. It was really positive to see 400+ children achieve
100% attendance during this week. We are looking forward to another attendance week next
term. In celebration assembly today, we also celebrated all the children who have achieved
100% attendance for the whole of the Autumn term - well done everyone!

Also in celebration assembly today, we announced this half term’s team point winners. The win-
ning teams were Green team in Early Years / Key Stage 1 and Blue team in Key Stage 2. When
we return after half term, all totals will be reset and we look forward to finding out which team
will win next term.

Finally, I would like to thank you all for your continued support this term. I hope you all have a
good winter break and for those of you celebrating Christmas, I hope you have a lovely time
with your family.

I look forward to seeing you all on Monday 5th January 2026 when we return to school.

Below 90%

i . Serious Concern.
. ATTF_NDAN(E MATTEPS‘ ’ School Attendance Target: Q?M Persistent absence.

At Ieast 96%

Expected

This week'’s attendance: 85.5% OC5 attendance.

The class with the best attendance in KS1 was Mrs Andrade’s Class with 95.6%
The class with the best attendance in KS2 was Mr Taylor’s Class with 86.8 %

If your child is absent, contact must be made to the School Office EVERY school
day that your child is absent.

Please report your child’s absence by phone 01268 417893, ParentMail or by
email: admin@merrylands-pri.essex.sch.uk.
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STAR OF THE WEEK GERTIFICATE
FOCUS: KINDNESS

Nursery: Logan M

Nest: Whole Class Year 3, Mrs Almond: Daria C
ASC: Zekria S Year 3, Miss Gilmore: Kiki C
Reception, Mrs Anthony: Beau D Year 3, Miss Medina: Henry L
Reception, Mrs Sullivan: Ruby J Year 4, Miss Lee: Scarlett J
Reception, Miss Bagridge: Libby B Year 4, Miss Miller: Ayan C
Year 1, Mrs King: Santiago D-C Year 4, Miss Atkin: Florence D
Year 1, Mrs Camoccio: Harry H Year 5, Miss Day: Carmella A
Year 1, Mrs Andrade: Ariah C Year 5, Mr Taylor: Billyray W
Year 2, Mrs Didham: Maisie H Year 5, Miss Osborne: Roseleah T
Year 2, Miss Milne: Logan D Year 6, Miss White: Amira G
Year 2, Mrs Christie: Leonisa G Year 6, Mrs Thour: Elizabeth S
BADGES @ Reception |John W

Our Merrylands badges are given to the pupils |Year 1 Karlo B

who demonstrate the school values at all times. :
Year 2 Sophia S

Year 3 Oliver B-D

They are good role models to other pupils and
work hard to improve every single day. They try
their best and persevere in all lessons, complete
homework on time, have good school attendance
and show kindness to their peers.

Year 4 Tommy C
Year 5 Teddy O

Congratulations to this week’s winners.
g Year 6 Max T

UPCOMING DIARY DATES
JANUARY

05.01.2026—Back to School
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BOOK OF THE WEEK \ Ve =R Fou ¥ /4

Mrs Didham’s class have been reading 'Dixie O’'Day In The S o

Fast Lane' by Shirley Hughes and Clara Vulliamy.
Year 2 have enjoyed reading this book during their shared Iu the Fast Laune
reading lessons. Dixie O’'Day and his friend Percy are a ot e

dashing duo who enter the 'all day' car race against their
arch enemy Louella!

Jem said, "I liked it when they were ahead and the route x —
changed paths.”

WHOLE SCHOOL PANTOMIME On Tuesday 16th December, the children

had the treat of watching the pantomime,

Dick Whittington. The whole day was filled with
laughter, screams and a Christmas feel. The children
thoroughly enjoyed watching the performance and
ended the day with a foam light up wand and jelly
bean filled candy canes! Well done to all pupils for
their excellent behaviour and for showing respect
when watching the pantomime.

CHOIR CHRISTMAS PERFORMANCE

On Wednesday, children from the KS1 and KS2
choir sang festive songs around the Christmas
tree for parents/carers and staff. The children -
sang beautifully and put on a wonderful display &% 8
of Christmas magic. 1 “ O

DI)IDIA

Well done to all of you!

CHRISTMAS RAFFLE

We are thrilled to announce that our Christmas Raffle was a huge
success, raising a whopping £305!

A heartfelt thank you to everyone who donated and supported this
event. Your generosity truly makes a difference.

A special thanks to Barret & Coe, Cineworld Basildon, Wagamama
Basildon, Hollywood Bowl Basildon, 360 Play Basildon, Basildon
Sporting Village, and Sweet Tasty Treats for their outstanding
contributions.
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SNOW GLOBE COMPETITION WINNERS

Thank you to all the amazing children who entered our Christmas colour-
ing competition. Your creativity and effort were truly inspiring and School
Council, head boy, head girl and deputies loved seeing every entry.

After much deliberation, we are excited to announce the winners.

Congratulations to our winners and a big round of applause to everyone
who participated, you made this competition a huge success.

The winners are :

Nursery— Stefan M
Reception - Isabel K
Year 1—Buster F
Year 2—Leonisa G
Year 3—Murtaza H
Year 4—Rose P
Year 5— Wiktoria M
Yea 6—Olivia H

ATTENDANGE RAFFLE WINNERS

Well done to all the children who achieved 100%
attendance this term. Each child who achieved ,
100% attendance was entered into an attendance

raffle today.

Well done to George H, Isla P, Teia S, Cody A and Millie C.
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On Monday 5th January 2026 children will return to school on Week 1.
‘ Please ensure all school lunches are paid for in advance on ScoPay. ‘

Please let the office staff know if there are any changes to your child’s

dietary needs.
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At The National College, our WakeUpWednesday guides empower and equip parents, carers and ed

conversations with chil about online safety, mental health and wellbeing, and climate ch:

with the

and p:

dall

Formerly

For further guides, hints and tlpa, please visit nationalcollege.com.

| skills to be able to have informed and age-appropriate

o by National Onllrn Safety, these guides now address wider topics and themes.
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10 Top Tipsifor Parentsiand Educators

SAFETY OVER THE FESTIVE SEAS@N

The holiday season, marked by Christmas and New Year, brings joy and togetherness but also presents unique safety
challenges for children, families and educators. From busy holiday shopping, traveling and family gatherings to
managing digital activity during school breaks, staying safe during this period requires heightened awareness. This
guide offers practical tips to help families and educators maintain a more secure and fulfilling festive period.
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encourage safe online behaviour.

» PRACTICE FIRE
SAFETY PROTOCOLS
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The incidence of house fires |
duoto use of

lunpmomhguhmn onmwmmmun how
to respond in case of a fire emergency. Avoid leaving
cooking unattended and use fire-safe candies to
prevent mishaps.
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a CREATE TRAVEL
SAFETY PLANS

More families tend to travel during the holidays,
resulting in busier roads, in d traffic accid and

her conditions, road rage,
fatigue and busy airports can all compromise travel |
safety. Puck emergency kits and adhere to seatbelt laws.
Plan routes in advance and allow extra travel time to
avoid rushing and mitigate risks on busy roads.

4 BEWARE OF ALLERGIES ‘7’

Holiday meals often involve many foods that may d
gens. Cross
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hosts, provide safe food and carry
dications like antif or EpiPens. Teaching
il how to ad for th ives and gni

dang foods also ib to safer ti

g PREVENT THE
SPREAD OF ILLNESS

Cold and ialising can

the spread of viruses like flu and COVID-19. Crowded
gatherings, schools out of session and frequent travel can
looﬂohlghulmalonmnlmphulumm
encourage and isol
symptomatic individuals. ¢ Jcation with child
about proper hygiene practices is ial to the

_ spread of iliness.

Meet Qur Expert

James Whelan is a chartered heaith and safety consultant with 10 years
of experience in promoting family and community safety. Spocicluing in
risk assessment and preventative strategies, he has worked wit
educational institutions, public health agencies and communlty groups
to deliver safety education and training.
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@wake.upwednesday

Source: See full reference list on guide page at: https://nationalcollege.com/guides/safety-over-the-festive-season
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road safety. Encourage p safety p avoid
distracted driving and never drive under the influence.

- MAINTAIN SAFE
DECORATIONS

Festive such as Chri lights and candles
can pose electrical, fire and choking hazards if
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Some toys and gadgets can present choking, sharp-edge
or safety risks, parti ty for young chil Ensuring
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SET BOUNDARIES
FOR GIFTS
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to prevent accidents.
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10 DRINK RESPONSIBLY
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Users of this guide do so at their own discretion. No liability is entered into. Current as of the date of release: 11.12.2024




