
MESSAGE FROM HEAD OF SCHOOL - MRS PRYER  
Dear Parents/Carers,  

Welcome back and Happy New Year! 

The children have made an excellent start to the new term and it has been lovely to see 
them working hard in their lessons this week. The children across the school have been ex-
cited to start their new topics: 

 

 

 

 

 

 

PE lessons continue this term and some lessons will be outside.  Please remember that jog-

ging bottoms or a tracksuit in dark colours can be worn, enabling the children to participate 

in these lessons without feeling cold.  Please note, the children are kept active throughout 

the PE sessions. 

We would like to recruit some reading volunteers who can work with us to promote a love of 

reading and develop children’s confidence.  Do you have a few spare hours each week and 
would like to support children with their reading skills?  If you are interested, please contact 

the school office for further information. 

After an incredibly cold week, I hope you all have a great weekend!  

SPRING TERM—FRIDAY 9TH JANUAY 2026 

Respect   Kindness   perseverance 

School Attendance Target:  95.00 % 

 

 

 

This week’s attendance: 93.43% 

The class with the best attendance in KS1 was Miss Milne’s Class with 99.20% 

The class with the best attendance in KS2 was Miss Gilmore’s Class with 98.55% 

If your child is absent, contact must be made to the School Office EVERY school 
day that your child is absent.  

Please report your child’s absence by phone 01268 417893, ParentMail or by 
email: admin@merrylands-pri.essex.sch.uk. 

Nursery Time for Traditional Stories 

Reception Talents and Powers 

Year 1 Living on an Island 

Year 2 Colossal Castles 

Year 3 The Bronze Age and Iron Age 

Year 4 The Ancient Egyptians 

Year 5 The Anglo-Saxons 

Year 6 The Mayans 



BADGES 
 

Our Merrylands badges are given to the 

pupils who demonstrate the school val-

ues at all times. 

They are good role models to other  pu-

pils and work hard to improve every sin-

gle day. They try their best and perse-

vere in all lessons, complete homework 

on time, have good school attendance 

and show kindness to their peers. 

Reception Dave J  

Year 1 Juvan A 

Year 2 Kane S 

Year 3 Thinara P 

Year 4 Victoria A 

Year 5 Sofija S 

Year 6 Leo H  

STAR OF THE WEEK CERTIFICATE  
FOCUS: PERSEVEANCE 

Nursery: Johnny H  

Nest: The Whole Class 

Reception, Mrs Anthony: Harper G 

Reception, Mrs Sullivan:  Otilia T 

Reception, Miss Bagridge: George G  

Year 1, Mrs King: Freya H  

Year 1, Mrs Camoccio: Graciella W 

Year 1, Mrs Andrade: Milo N 

Year 2, Mrs Didham:  Georgie P 

Year 2, Miss Milne: Brianna O’C 

Year 2, Mrs Christie: George C  

 

Year 3, Mrs Almond: Albert F  

Year 3, Miss Gilmore: Billy M 

Year 3, Miss Medina: Sebastian P  

Year 4, Miss Lee: Freddie C  

Year 4, Miss Miller: Amelia S 

Year 4, Miss Atkin: Skyler B  

Year 5, Miss Day: Toby A 

Year 5, Mr Taylor: David M  

Year 5, Miss Osborne: Lillie-Ann A 

Year 6, Miss White: Taii L 

Year 6, Mrs Thour: Carter M  

UPCOMING DIARY DATES 
January 
13.01.2026—Year 4 Multiplication Check Meeting at 9.10am 
15.01.2026—Special Dinner and Prize for all children     
   ordering a school lunch 
19.01.2026—Careers and Aspirations Week 

Respect   Kindness   perseverance 



 

BOOK OF THE WEEK 

 

Respect   Kindness   perseverance 

Year 1, Mrs King’s class have been 
reading 'The Comet' by Joe Todd-

Stanton. 

Year 1 have enjoyed reading this 
book during their English lessons.  

The story is about a little girl who 
has moved to the city and misses 
her old home.  One day she sees a 
comet and follows it. That is where 

her adventure begins!  

Percy said, "I liked it when she 
talked about all the things she 

loves, like watching the shiny stars 
and making delicious feasts.” 

 
 

 
 

 

 
 

 

PHYSICAL EDUCATION 

 
 

 
 

 

 



On Monday 12th January 2026 children will return to school on Week 2. 

Please ensure all school lunches are paid for in advance on ScoPay. 

 Please let the office staff know if there are any changes to your child’s 

dietary needs. 




