
MESSAGE FROM HEAD OF SCHOOL - MRS PRYER  
Dear Parents/Carers,   

The children have been busy across the curriculum this week with Year 6 finding out 

about the Mayans, Year 5 engaging with their new text the Wonderling in shared 

reading, Year 4 continuing to practice their multiplication skills, Year 3 participating 

in a storytelling workshop, Year 2 exploring safe and unsafe situations in PSHE, Year 

1 comparing different materials and their uses in Design and Technology, Reception 

adding one to a given number and Nursery exploring the story of the three little 

pigs.  In addition to the curriculum, some children in Key Stage 1 participated in a 

cricket competition and some children in Year 5 and Year 6 participated in a         

badminton competition. All the children tried their best and represented the school 

well. The badminton team returned with bronze medals – well done to everyone who 

took part in these events!  

This week we also celebrated all the children who achieved 100% attendance last 

term with a reward session. It was great to see so many children achieving 100% at-

tendance in the autumn term.  We are looking forward to further attendance rewards 

this term with ad-hoc attendance raffles, weekly class attendance winners 

and finding out who achieves 100% in the spring term.  

As mentioned in the newsletter last week, if you are interested in volunteering, we 

are looking to recruit some reading volunteers.  If you are interested, please speak 

to the school office for further information.  

I hope you all have a lovely weekend.  

SPRING TERM—FRIDAY 16TH JANUARY 2026 

Respect   Kindness   perseverance 

School Attendance Target:  95.00 % 

 

 

 

This week’s attendance: 92.92% 

The class with the best attendance in KS1 was Mrs Andrade’s Class with 98% 

The class with the best attendance in KS2 was Miss White’s Class with 98.67% 

If your child is absent, contact must be made to the School Office EVERY school 
day that your child is absent.  

Please report your child’s absence by phone 01268 417893, ParentMail or by 
email: admin@merrylands-pri.essex.sch.uk. 



BADGES 

Our Merrylands badges are given to the 

pupils who demonstrate the school     

values at all times. 

They are good role models to other    

pupils and work hard to improve every 

single day. They try their best and perse-

vere in all lessons, complete homework 

on time, have good school attendance 

and show kindness to their peers. 

 

Reception Albert P  

Year 1 Ariah C 

Year 2 Lottie-Mae R 

Year 3 Jaiden Y  

Year 4 Freddie C 

Year 5 Katy J 

Year 6 Lily T 

STAR OF THE WEEK CERTIFICATE  
FOCUS: RESPECT 

Nursery: Linken-Kai H 

Nest: Alfie N  

Reception, Mrs Anthony: Louie C 

Reception, Mrs Sullivan: Raphael M 

Reception, Miss Bagridge: Krystyna C 

Year 1, Mrs King:  Eliza G  

Year 1, Mrs Camoccio: Liam M  

Year 1, Mrs Andrade: Avineet B  

Year 2, Mrs Didham: Raigan-Rells E-G 

Year 2, Miss Milne: Anthony W 

Year 2, Mrs Christie/Mrs Cooper: Erik  E 

 

Year 3, Mrs Almond: Aria G  

Year 3, Miss Gilmore: Jack S 

Year 3, Miss Medina: Ayyan H  

Year 4, Miss Lee: Bonnie-Mae D 

Year 4, Miss Miller: Tiana K  

Year 4, Miss Atkin: Harry M 

Year 5, Miss Day: Florrie S 

Year 5, Mr Taylor:  Sophie G  

Year 5, Miss Osborne: Jude D 

Year 6, Miss White: Suzanna F 

Year 6, Mrs Thour: Frankie D 

UPCOMING DIARY DATES 
January 
19.01.2026—Careers and Aspirations Week 
21.01.2026—Young Voices (O2) 
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BOOK OF THE WEEK 

Respect   Kindness   perseverance 

Reception, Miss Sullivan’s class have been 
enjoying their class book called ‘The Magic 

Paintbrush’ written by Julia Donaldson.  

This book is about a determined young girl 
called Shen who is given a magic paint-

brush. Whatever she paints becomes real, 
but she is told to only paint for people who 
are in need. Shen stands up to the Greedy 
Emperor when he orders her to paint a tree 

with gold coins! 

 
 

SPORTING EVENTS 

PHYSICAL EDUCATION 

On Monday 12th January 2026, KS1 pupils attend-

ed the Cricket Festival at James Hornsby School.     

The children had a great time participating in   

cricket drills and cricket friendlies.   

On Wednesday 14th January 2026, the Year 5/6 

Badminton Team attended James Hornsby to par-

ticipate in a Badminton match. The children played 

amazingly and received third place. 



On Monday 19th January 2026 children will return to school on Week 3. 

Please ensure all school lunches are paid for in advance on ScoPay. 

 Please let the office staff know if there are any changes to your 
child’s dietary needs. 







Why Do Children Need To Remove Earrings For PE? 

For children to enjoy PE safely, this is why earrings need to be removed: 

• Earrings and studs can easily get caught on equipment and clothing. 
Even small earrings can cause significant injuries to the wearer and other 

children. 

• Wearing earrings in PE increases unnecessary risks. 

Merrylands PE Jewellery Rules 

• No Earrings or studs (metal or plastic) in PE lessons or sporting           
activities. 

• Taping earrings is not allowed as it does not prevent injury. 

What Parent/Carers Can Do To Help 

• Encourage your child to leave earrings at home on PE days. 

• Ensure your child can remove their earrings themselves and put back in 
independently after PE lessons. 

• Consider getting your child’s ears pierced at the start of the summer hol-
idays as it can take up to 6 weeks for the piercing site to be fully healed 

and earrings to be safely removed. 

Special Circumstances 

• If your child has an injury to their ear, infection or a concern about the 
piercing hole closing up too soon we will work with you to ensure missed 

PE lessons remain limited.  

This may include parents/guardians coming up to the school to remove and 
then replace the earrings for the child. 

If Earrings Cannot Be Removed 

• Pupils who cannot remove their earrings themselves will not be able to 
take part in PE lessons for their own safety. 

• Non-participating cards are available to ensure every child is included in 
a lesson or an alternative activity will be provided. 






