
MESSAGE FROM HEAD OF SCHOOL - MRS PRYER  

Dear Parents / Carers, 

It has been another busy week at Merrylands with Year 6 finding out how shadows 
are created, Year 5 producing spreadsheets in computing, Year 4 exploring different 
ways of communicating and Year 3 finding out what life was like in the Iron Age. In 
Key Stage 1, Year 2 have been solving division problems and Year 1 were creating 
animated stories on the laptops. In Reception, the children were learning about ca-
pacity while the children in Nursery made porridge for Goldilocks. The children in the 
ASC solved multiplication questions and the children in the Nest were exploring dif-
ferent foods with their senses. 

Next week, we have parent consultation meetings for children in Reception to Year 6. 
If you haven’t already, please book an appointment with your child’s class teacher on 
Parentmail. If you have any problems booking an appointment, please contact the 
school office. The travelling book fair will once again be available during these eve-
nings. 

Please can I remind all parents/carers that children should not be using scooters or 
bikes on the paths or playgrounds before or after school. These areas are very busy 
and we do not want anyone being tripped over or hurt. Thank you in advance for 
your support with this. Next week is National Storytelling Week. The theme for 2026 
is ‘Soundtrack your Story’, which encourages participants to explore the connection 
between music and storytelling. The theme highlights how music can enhance narra-
tives and engage audiences. 

I hope you all have a good weekend. 

SPRING TERM—FRIDAY 30th JANUARY 2026 

Respect   Kindness   perseverance 

School Attendance Target:  95.00 % 

 

 

 

This week’s attendance: 92.97 % 

The class with the best attendance in KS1 was Miss Milne’s Class with 98.67 % 

The class with the best attendance in KS2 was Miss Gilmore’s Class with 96.30 % 

If your child is absent, contact must be made to the School Office EVERY school 
day that your child is absent.  

Please report your child’s absence by phone 01268 417893, ParentMail or by 
email: admin@merrylands-pri.essex.sch.uk. 



BADGES 
Our Merrylands badges are given to the pupils 

who demonstrate the school values at all times. 
 
They are good role models to other pupils and 
work hard to improve every single day. They try 

their best and persevere in all lessons, complete 
homework on time, have good school attend-
ance and show kindness to their peers. 

 

Reception Dave J  

Year 1 Aryah-Mae S 

Year 2 Roxanne O 

Year 3 Jack B  

Year 4 Louie L 

Year 5 Sophia B 

Year 6 Donald T  

FOCUS : PERSEVERANCE 
STAR OF THE WEEK CERTIFICATE 

 
Nursery: Macie T  

Nest: Henry J  

Reception, Mrs Anthony: Primrose R 

Reception, Mrs Sullivan: Laevion C-T 

Reception, Miss Bagridge: Rares P  

Year 1, Mrs King: Buster F  

Year 1, Mrs Camoccio: Francesca B 

Year 1, Mrs Andrade: Dexter W  

Year 2, Mrs Didham: Jem S 

Year 2, Miss Milne: Jordan M-H 

Year 2, Mrs Christie/Mrs Cooper: Freddy E 

Year 3, Mrs Almond: Lola W 

Year 3, Miss Gilmore: Viniee T  

Year 3, Miss Medina:  Ivy H 

Year 4, Miss Lee: Leon L  

Year 4, Miss Miller: Heidi D-O 

Year 4, Miss Atkin: Kayden-L H 

Year 5, Miss Day: Finley B  

Year 5, Mr Taylor: Eva P  

Year 5, Miss Osborne: Alaine M  

Year 6, Miss White: Eliana E 

Year 6, Mrs Thour:  Leo B 

UPCOMING DIARY DATES 
February 
02.02.26 National Story Telling Week 
04.02.26 Parents Evening & Book Fair 3.30pm—7.30pm 
05.02.26 Parents Evening & Book Fair 3.30pm—5.30pm  
11.02.26 Safer Internet Day 
13.02.26 Chinese New Year Special Lunch 
16.02.26 February Half Term 
23.02.26 Children return back to School 
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BOOK OF THE WEEK 
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 PHYSICAL EDUCATION 

Book of the Week this week has been chosen by Mrs 
Cooper, Assistant Headteacher.  
 
One of my favourite books is Flat Stanley by Jeff Brown. 
It's a fantastic book about the adventures of a flat boy 
called Stanley Lambchop.  
 
Stanley Lambchop was just an ordinary boy –until a no-
ticeboard fell on him. Now he is as flat as a pancake! 
 
Being flat is fantastic – he can be rolled up, sent in the 
post and even fly like a kite. But it’s not all fun and games 
… there are thieves in town. 
 
Can the flattest boy in the world be its biggest hero? 
 
Hope you enjoy it. 



 

 

CAREERS AND ASPIRATIONS 

Last week, we held our Careers and Aspirations Week.                      

We had a fantastic time listening to a wide range of visitors talk about 
their careers.  The week started with a visit from Richard Holden MP for 

Basildon and Billericay.  

Then children in Reception and Year 6 enjoyed sessions with chefs, while 
pupils in Years 1 and 5 met Police Officers. Paramedics visited Year 2 and 

Year 3 also welcomed a dental practitioner/manager to talk about her 
role.  

Year 4 took part in a local visit to the library, where they learned about 
the role of a librarian. Nursery children also enjoyed a variety of activities 

throughout the week, including exploring the text ‘Think Big’.  

A huge thank you to everyone who took part and helped make the week 

such a huge success. 



On Monday 2nd February 2026 children will return to school on Week 2. 

Please ensure all school lunches are paid for in advance on ScoPay. 

 Please let the office staff know if there are any changes to your 
child’s dietary needs. 








