
MESSAGE FROM HEAD OF SCHOOL - MRS PRYER  

Dear Parents/Carers,   

This week we celebrated National Storytelling Week.  The children have enjoyed lis-
tening to different stories as well as writing collaborative stories between different 
year groups.  The children in KS1 and KS2 also participated in a National Literacy 
Trust live storytelling workshop which was led by authors/storytellers who also have a 
keen interest in music.  

Across the school this week, children in Reception have been exploring a poem called 
‘Earthworms’ while the children in Nursery completed a range of activities linked to 
Jack and the Beanstalk.  Year 1 have been investigating different materials in science 
and Year 2 have been finding out who lived in a castle and what their roles 
were.  Year 3 have been exploring magnets while Year 4 have been using map sym-
bols.  Year 5 found out about Anglo-Saxon art, culture, law and justice while Year 6 
learnt about Emmeline Pankhurst and the Suffragettes. The children in the ASC have 
been learning about grouping and sharing in maths while the children in the Nest 
have completed a range of activities linked to the story ‘Spot’s Snowy Day’.   

Thank you to all the parents/carers who attended parent consultation meetings this 
week.  It is really important for us to share information with you regarding your 
child’s progress throughout the year.  As always, if you have any queries or con-
cerns, please do not hesitate to contact the school or speak to your child’s class 
teacher in the first instance.  

Next week we are looking forward to Safer Internet Day, Children’s Mental Health 
Week and Chinese New Year special dinner.  

I hope you all have a great weekend!   

SPRING TERM—FRIDAY 6TH FEBRUARY 2026 

Respect   Kindness   perseverance 

School Attendance Target:  95.00 % 

 

 

 

This week’s attendance: 93.15% 

The class with the best attendance in KS1 was Nursery with 96.25% 

The class with the best attendance in KS2 was Mrs Almond’s Class with 97.33% 

If your child is absent, contact must be made to the School Office EVERY school 

day that your child is absent.  

Please report your child’s absence by phone 01268 417893, ParentMail or by 
email: admin@merrylands-pri.essex.sch.uk. 



BADGES 
Our Merrylands badges are given to the 

pupils who demonstrate the school values 

at all times. 

 

They are good role models to other pupils 

and work hard to improve every single 

day. They try their best and persevere in 

all lessons, complete homework on time, 

have good school attendance and show 

kindness to their peers. 

Reception Harley Y  

Year 1 Acasia P 

Year 2 Jacob L 

Year 3 Murtaza H 

Year 4 Kevin G  

Year 5 Annie-M G 

Year 6 Lucas L  

FOCUS : RESPECT 
STAR OF THE WEEK CERTIFICATE 

Nursery: Ethan M  
Reception, Mrs Anthony: George H  
Reception, Mrs Sullivan: Ollie F 
Reception, Miss Bagridge: Dominic D 
Year 1, Mrs King: Albina G 
Year 1, Mrs Camoccio: Lexi A 
Year 1, Mrs Andrade: Ocean S 
Year 2, Mrs Didham: Kane S 
Year 2, Miss Milne: Arabella G  
Year 2, Mrs Christie/Mrs Cooper: Maisie B 
 Year 3, Mrs Almond: Jack W 

Year 3, Miss Gilmore: Gagu D 
Year 3, Miss Medina: Theo M 
Year 4, Miss Lee: Elbiee T   
Year 4, Miss Miller: Cody A 
Year 4, Miss Atkin: Ellie L  
Year 5, Miss Day: Luca V   
Year 5, Mr Taylor: Vinnie L 
Year 5, Miss Osborne: Zac A 
Year 6, Miss White: Evan P 
Year 6, Mrs Thour: Leo H  

UPCOMING DIARY DATES 
February 
11.02.26 Safer Internet Day 
13.02.26 Chinese New Year Special Lunch 
16.02.26 February Half Term 
23.02.26 Children return back to School 
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              BOOK OF THE WEEK 
5KT book of  the w eek  

Year 5, Mr Taylor’s class are reading Percy Jackson and the 
Lightning Thief by Rick Riordan. In their English lessons, 
the children wrote a narrative using a mythical creature as 
their starting point.  

The children wanted to find out what happened next so we 
decided to read it as a class book at the end of the day and 
the children have been really enjoying the story.  

Wiktoria said, "I like the book because it is fun and I like 
the mythical creatures involved." Emily said, "I really like 
Percy Jackson because there is lots of fighting and lots of  
adventure." 
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ACHIEVEMENTS  

 

At the weekend, Teddy in Year 5 won Player of the Match 
for Perry Street Blue after a very rainy match! Teddy played 

amazingly and showed real sportsmanship.  

Perry Street Blue are currently 10 games unbeaten, 5 
games drawn, 5 games won!  

ECO CHAMPIONS 

This week Nuwair and Emilia went to Downham Pri-
mary School to discuss our eco-action plan.  

 As a school our focused actions are looking at     
recycling and protecting marine life. 

 We also discussed phrases we would like to share 
with our eco committee.  

 
Nuwair’s message was: We carry the weight on our 

shoulders! 
Emilia’s message was : Help our place and leave no 

trace! 

On Sunday 1st February, Emily L took part in a majorette 

competition. She performed three routines: Dazzle Solo, 

Dazzle Trio, and Ribbon Solo. She placed 3rd in her Ribbon 

Solo and 1st in Dazzle Trio. Well Done Emily!  



On Monday 9th February 2026 children will return to school on Week 3. 

Please ensure all school lunches are paid for in advance on 
ScoPay. 

 Please let the office staff know if there are any changes to 
your child’s dietary needs. 










