" r BB BB BB B BB BB BB BB BB BB BB B E B E BB E E B E BB

MERRYLANDS

PRIMARY SCHOOL AND NURSERY
SPRING TERM-FRIDAY 6TH FEBRUARY 2026

MESSAGL FROM HEAD OF SCHOOL - MRS PRYER

Dear Parents/Carers,

This week we celebrated National Storytelling Week. The children have enjoyed lis-
tening to different stories as well as writing collaborative stories between different
year groups. The children in KS1 and KS2 also participated in a National Literacy
Trust live storytelling workshop which was led by authors/storytellers who also have a
keen interest in music.

Across the school this week, children in Reception have been exploring a poem called
‘Earthworms’ while the children in Nursery completed a range of activities linked to
Jack and the Beanstalk. Year 1 have been investigating different materials in science
and Year 2 have been finding out who lived in a castle and what their roles

were. Year 3 have been exploring magnets while Year 4 have been using map sym-
bols. Year 5 found out about Anglo-Saxon art, culture, law and justice while Year 6
learnt about Emmeline Pankhurst and the Suffragettes. The children in the ASC have
been learning about grouping and sharing in maths while the children in the Nest
have completed a range of activities linked to the story ‘Spot’s Snowy Day’.

Thank you to all the parents/carers who attended parent consultation meetings this
week. It is really important for us to share information with you regarding your
child’s progress throughout the year. As always, if you have any queries or con-
cerns, please do not hesitate to contact the school or speak to your child’s class
teacher in the first instance.

Next week we are looking forward to Safer Internet Day, Children’s Mental Health
Week and Chinese New Year special dinner.

I hope you all have a great weekend!

¥y G asiid o Below 90%
‘ .m’ {r - 0 Serious Concern.
S T it 5‘ School Attendance Target: 95.00 % H ersistent absence.
SNy
N At least 96%
This week’s attendance: 93.15% oy Expected

The class with the best attendance in KS1 was Nursery with 96.25%
The class with the best attendance in KS2 was Mrs Almond’s Class with 97.33%

If your child is absent, contact must be made to the School Office EVERY school
day that your child is absent.

Please report your child’s absence by phone 01268 417893, ParentMail or by
email: admin@merrylands-pri.essex.sch.uk.
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STAR OF THE WEEK CERTIFICATE
FOCUS : RESPECT

Nursery: Ethan M Year 3, Miss Gilmore: Gagu D
Reception, Mrs Anthony: George H Year 3, Miss Medina: Theo M
Reception, Mrs Sullivan: Ollie F Year 4, Miss Lee: Elbiee T
Reception, Miss Bagridge: Dominic D Year 4, Miss Miller: Cody A
Year 1, Mrs King: Albina G Year 4, Miss Atkin: Ellie L
Year 1, Mrs Camoccio: Lexi A Year 5, Miss Day: Luca V
Year 1, Mirs Andrade: Ocean S Year 5, Mr Taylor: Vinnie L
Year 2, Mrs Didham: Kane S Year 5, Miss Osborne: Zac A
Year 2, Miss Milne: Arabella G Year 6, Miss White: Evan P

Year 2, Mrs Christie/Mrs Cooper: Maisie B Year 6, Mrs Thour: Leo H
Year 3, Mrs Almond: Jack W

BADGES @ Reception Harley Y
Our Merrylands badges are given to the Year 1 Acasia P
pupils who demonstrate the school values

at all times. Year 2 Jacob L
They are good role models to other pupils vear 3 Murtaza H
and work hard to improve every single Year 4 Kevin G
day. They try their best and persevere in

all lessons, complete homework on time, |Year 5 Annie-M G
have good school attendance and show

kindness to their peers. Year 6 Lucas L

UPCOMING DIARY DATES

FEBRUARY

11.02.26 Safer Internet Day

13.02.26 Chinese New Year Special Lunch
16.02.26 February Half Term

23.02.26 Children return back to School

~ RESPECT = _ . _KUNDNESS. . PERSEVERANCE . _ _




- &) BOOK OF THE WEEK - &)

Year 5, Mr Taylor’s class are reading Percy Jackson and the
Lightning Thief by Rick Riordan. In their English lessons,

the children wrote a narrative using a mythical creature as !
their starting point.

The children wanted to find out what happened next so we
decided to read it as a class book at the end of the day and
the children have been really enjoying the story.

Wiktoria said, "I like the book because it is fun and I like
the mythical creatures involved." Emily said, "I really like
Percy Jackson because there is lots of fighting and lots of
adventure."

ACHIEVEMENTS

é@ On Sunday 1st February, Emily L took part in a majorette
competition. She performed three routines: Dazzle Solo,

Dazzle Trio, and Ribbon Solo. She placed 3rd in her Ribbon
Solo and 1st in Dazzle Trio. Well Done Emily!

At the weekend, Teddy in Year 5 won Player of the Match
for Perry Street Blue after a very rainy match! Teddy played
amazingly and showed real sportsmanship.

Perry Street Blue are currently 10 games unbeaten, 5
games drawn, 5 games won!

ECO CHAMPIONS

This week Nuwair and Emilia went to Downham Pri-
mary School to discuss our eco-action plan.
As a school our focused actions are looking at
recycling and protecting marine life.
We also discussed phrases we would like to share
with our eco committee.

Nuwair's message was: We carry the weight on our
shoulders!
Emilia’s message was : Help our place and leave no
trace!
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: On Monday 9th February 2026 children will return to school on Week 3. .
: » Please ensure all school lunches are paid for in advance on s | "
: ‘ ScoPay. ‘ |
: Please let the office staff know if there are any changes to 2
: your child’s dietary needs. i
: 1
e N IJEEK ¢ \JEEK 2 WEER3
: l_ dﬁ . . CHICKEN FAJITA WRAP BELT MEATBALLS BREADED CHICKEN BURGER o
' (Sf EJ"I.J[EWCB(IEA- QUORN EAJTTA WRAP VEGAN NEATBALLS QUORN BURGER ;
: | WITH POTATO CUBES & SAp VI PASTA I HOWEMADE TOMKTO SAUCE & iTW CHIDS § SALAD BAR .
. BAR Pids DESSERT - HOMEMADE CHOCOLATE
DRSSETT - Fues frum g DESSTT - AMERIN PANCAKE & GOLDEN SPRINKLE CAKE 1
' YOSUrT SRUY fReSH FRULT < YocuRT @
) FRESH FTUIT § YOBUIT .
: - SAUSAGE ROLL BUTCHERS CHICKEN NUGGETS BACON MACKRONT Clcese
) E VEGAN ROLL VEGETABLE NUGGETS MACARONT Clieese 2
’ WITH SMILEY FACES & SPASHETTILOOS  WITL CAIPS & BAKED BEANS VT DS .
V) . i
: g DESSEIT uumm): TCED SPRINKLE  DeSSerT M%ADEDWE KL pocnt - SASONALFUT &
: P ERESHETUT  YORUTT FRESH FRUTT & YOGHURT HOGHURT .
1
. 2 UOMEMIDE CHIDKEN IE BUTCHERS PORK SAUSAGE BUTCRERS WOAST CRICRER
H é QUORN & VEGETABLE PIE VEGAN SAUSAGES QUORN FILLET
: s WITW SAUTE POTATOES, CARROTS  WITH MASH POTATO YORKSWIRE PUDDING,  WITW ROAST POTATOES, 4
) 2 b COAVY DEAS. CARROTS & CRAVY YORKSUIRE PUDDINE, GREEN |
: 5 DESSETT - FLAPJACK DESSEIT - FRUIT JeLLY BEANS, CARROTS & GRAVY
! T FRESH FRULT & YOGKURT FRESH FRULT DESSERT - FRUIT JELLY
: F oW CICKEN CURRY ST BILTICSE :
’ a8 VeeTaBLE CUTY VEGETABLE BOLOGNESE g
: WITH PASTA 1 HOMEMADE
: N [ 2 wosiiswi MO WBASLISA0D
! j ' = DSSEIT - FRUIT JeLlY DESSEIT - GOLDEN OAT FLAPJACK VEGETABLES .
) %S E FRESl FRUT FRESH FRULT § YOGURT DESSERT - HOMENADE FLaPJGCK
. @,q = ?52“ FRESH FTUIT + YOBUTT .
: CAD BT ks BETTTED sk FSHFINGRS .
) € CHEDDAR WHIRL VEGETaBLE FIngers CHEESE OMELETTE .
. Q WITH CHIPS & BAKED BEANS WITH SMILEY FACES ¢ peas  WITH POTATO WEDGCS & SPAGHETTL ;
: 4 DESSETT - STRAWBERRY SWIRL MOUSSE  DESSEIT - ICE CREAM HOOPS .
W FRESHFTUIT & YORUIT FRESH FRUIT ¢ Yogupy  DESSERT - CROCOLATE SWIRL MOUSSX
: FRESH FRULT 4 YOGURT




National Soundtrack Your Story
Literacy Playful storytelling at home

Trust (KS1or 2) ¥

Change your story

Creating stories together can be fun and relaxing. Making up stories
using your imagination, things you see around you, and your memories
helps develop language skills. Try creating your own sound-story with
the activities below - there's no right or wrong way!

Collecting everyday sounds

When you are next outside, perhaps walking to school or in the park, try noticing (and maybe
recording) some of the sounds you hear around you. You might hear dogs barking, a train in the
distance or footsteps crunching. Try making the sounds with your own voices too.

When you get home, pick the sounds you like best and imagine what could be happening in a
story with those sounds. Who or what is making the noise? Where is it happening?

How does the sound fit into your story world: is it a clue, a warning or part of an adventure?
Tell or write your story.




Storytelling games to play at home

Try out these storytelling games at home with a family member or friend.

ABC story-making

Create a story together from thin air! You'll need two or more players.
One person starts with a sentence beginning with “A." the next continues
with o sentence starting with “B." and so on through the alphabet. Take
turns adding sentences to see where your story goes.

MNow, bring your story to life with sound. Can you add a rhythm, sound
effect or background beat to match what is happening? Let the words
become the soundtrack to your imagination!

Storytelling with real stories

Ask a friend or family member to tell you a story about their life. Prompt with
questions, e.g., “What was the naughtiest thing you did when you were a
child?” or *What is the funniest thing thot's happened to you?” Then, tell the
story to someocne else, adding extra bits to make it more dramatic.

As you retell the story, think about the sounds that would go with it - laughter,
footsteps, music from the time or even a dramatic drum roll. Think about the
activity where you heard sounds on your walk and collected your own sound
library. Use the sounds in your made-up tale to make the memory sing!

Story-making with objects
Collect 6-8 random small objects in a box or bag. You can use anything - a teddy.
a coin or a fork. Take it in turns to pick an object without locking and use it to
make up a story together. For example, if you toke out a teddy, you could say,
“Once upon a time, there was a tiny bear who.." Then, take out another object
and decide what happens next: “Once upon a time, there was a tiny bear who
found a shiny, gold coin. He picked it up and...” Build a story using all the cbjects.

As each object appears, think about what it sounds like in real-life, or what it
might sound like in your imagination. Could the teddy hum a tune or could you
say “‘mmmm"” as if you're enjoying food when you pick up your fork? Layer these
sounds to create the perfect soundtrack to your story.
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Forest School

What to Wear

) 9, ’J }‘)3 Aew 7 ~
Waterproof Jacket Warm Hat:
with hood o Beanie or
b TE Sun Hat _~
- . : % 4
| | Long Sleeves: g@’ Layers to Stay :
T-shirt or  MERRSE=AE Warm 3
E fleece ~———" b - (Fleece Jumper) 2
: )

Sturdy Boots:
Wellies or
Hiking Boots °

Sun Cream &
Sun Hat n het wasther)

R et ™ Al % |




AL TR Notionol College, ow WOokeUpWednasdoy guites empower ond equip porents, Corers ond odutotors with the conddence ond peocticol skilks to be obile to have informed ond 0ge-oppeopeione
cormeerzctions with chidren cbout online salety, mental heclth ond welbeing and climate chonge. Formerty delivered by Nationat Online Salety, these guides now oddrexs wider topics and themaes.
For turthar guides, hints and tips. please vislt natienalcollege com
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%d%cators Need ito, Know about:

!

WhatsApp is o mo Messaging ervice owned by Meta which allows users to send text and voice
messages, make video calls, share multimedia - such as images, videos, documents and polls —

and have group chats. WhotsApp messages are encrypted, meaning only the sender and the I
recipient can view what is sent. While this privacy may sound attractive on paper, this app comes
with several associated risks that must be considered - especially for younger users.

FAKE NEWS .
WRGHSARR's Simpicity maokes eharing

news quick - SECUrote o noL To help curd !
ton, ogex d owver five
TMes Now show O ‘Forwardoed mary times” el
with a double orrow. This clerts users that the
massage lsn't original ond moy be unreflabie.
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CHAT LOCK

GROUP CHATS

mmum-:w -
con pnﬂom. Young users.
Mml.md.n -lh.dbeov-h.
wvents they
mom.mmmmo-mmmm
impoct through @ mider

in, ampiying the
audience.

EVOLVING SCAMS

vw
WhatzApp's popula kes & ottroctive 1o The new ‘Chat lock” fecture lelx users
\ mmm.'mmmlmo mwl:' gos in a sop:
ug.::‘-:emhluu:mmué: Y While uzatul for privecy, it could e misused by
Whatsapp ond asking 1or it - giving them \ 2 mmuonumn sations or —
to peh ges and personal dato. they porents ond educctors might

Inappropriate, including oge-restricted
material.
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B VISIBLE LOCATION

WhatsApe s The location’ fecture helps friends
meat up Or porents oheck 0 ahikd's route home,

hate or phésivn, al data

g x However, arvpone in a child's group chats can
Whats&pp may akso collect and share track thekr location. potentially reveciing their
chvanmel-following info with third porties, Nome 0ddress of roguiar Love! DaLterns to

Al INTEGRATION VS

Meta Al on WhalsApp poses risks to
v o misinformation,

MWWDMnh
after 24 hours, 7 days, or D0 days ~ or for media,

mmmw:«:mm‘m Ao parsonal It
them by book: King o taking clso hnder criticol thinking by offering
reckacing thelir privacy. ready-mode cnawers, S.;

42 .:l.;"” ‘
a THINK BEFORE SHARING
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ane user 1o then Y. and even p on socicl
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/ wverification odds o further karyer of protection to thek WhatsApp occount. friend who sent something 1o .
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ADJUST THE SETTINGS

'3 wise 80 change a child's WHOtsApD seltings Lo apecily which of their

CHAT ABOUT PRIVACY

Howe 0 conversation with youngsters obaout how they re using Whatsape,

contacts can add them to group chats without needing approval. To do thes, emphasising that s for thek own salety. If you spot @ Locked Chaty’ felder,

QO 1o Privocy’, then Croups’. YOU CON gve POImmiseion 10 My Comoots’ or ‘My Comocts you might want to talk about the sort of messaoges that are In thece, who they're with B
- Dacept . Additioncily, If the child needs to use "Ive location’, emphasise that they should aNnd wivy they hove boen hidden. Ak, if O young user has sent any view once’ conment, ‘
45’ onable this function for only @5 long 0 they nead — and then b It o8t discuss thelr recsons for using this feature.
FOCe — LA M eE—

Meet Our Expert

Or Clare Sastheriand s an online satety consuRant, sducator and
resecrcher who hos developed and imglemented anti-Dulying ond cyber
scdety polcies lor schocls. She has written vanous acodermic popers and
Camed out research for the Australion Government comparing intemaet
Use and serting behaviour of young people in the UK, USA and Australia
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¥ Source Soo fullrelerance kot on guicke page ot httos /inationokKolege comyguices)whaotsopp-2026
e Sal L Y P 4
X @wake_up_weds £ /wuwthenationaicollege @wake.up.wednesday ot @wake.up.weds

Users of this guide do 30 ot their own discretion. No Bobility is emtered inte. Current os of the dote of relleose: 18.04 2028




