
MESSAGE FROM HEAD OF SCHOOL - MRS PRYER  

Dear Parents/Carers, 

We have come to the end of a busy half term and what a week we have had! On 
Tuesday the children joined live online lessons based on using AI and the reliability of 
information found on the internet as part of Safer Internet day. The NSPCC has a lot 
of information about online safety including advice on setting up parental controls, 
speaking to children about AI and using social media. For further information see the 
website: https://www.nspcc.org.uk/keeping-children-safe/online-safety/ 

Also this week, Year 2 went on a trip to Hedingham Castle, Nursery and Reception 
participated in a Chinese New Year workshop and Year 1 had a workshop about fa-
mous explorers. Children from Year 2 and Year 6 attended the Trust Spelling Bee 
competition while children across the school completed activities linked to Children’s 
Mental Health Week. We also had a special dinner for Chinese New Year. 

The end of the week finished with much singing and dancing at the discos. The chil-
dren had a fantastic time. Thank you to Friends of Merrylands for organising the dis-
cos and to everyone who volunteered to help. Supporting fundraising events like this 
really helps us to provide more great opportunities for the children so thank you to 
everyone who bought a ticket. 

Thank you also to everyone who voted in the parent governor election. I am pleased 
to share that Craig Brookes will be joining the school’s governing body next term. 

I hope that you and your family have a great half term break and I look for-
ward to seeing everyone on Monday 23rd February. 

SPRING TERM—FRIDAY 13tH FEBRUARY 2026 

Respect   Kindness   perseverance 

School Attendance Target:  95.00 % 

 

 

 

 

This week’s attendance: 94.87% 

The class with the best attendance in KS1 was Mrs Camoccio’s Class with  
99.56% 

The class with the best attendance in KS2 was Mr Taylor’s Class with  
97.78% 

If your child is absent, contact must be made to the School Office EVERY 
school day that your child is absent.  

Please report your child’s absence by phone 01268 417893, ParentMail or by 
email: admin@merrylands-pri.essex.sch.uk. 



BADGES 
Our Merrylands badges are given to 
the pupils who demonstrate the 
school values at all times. 
 
They are good role models to other 
pupils and work hard to improve 
every single day. They try their best 
and persevere in all lessons, com-
plete homework on time, have good 
school attendance and show kind-
ness to their peers. 

Reception Ayan C 

Year 1 Karlo B 

Year 2 Freddy E 

Year 3 Darcie H 

Year 4 Olivia-Rose W 

Year 5 Nathan J 

Year 6 Logan K  

FOCUS : KINDNESS 
STAR OF THE WEEK CERTIFICATE 

Nursery: Amayah A 
Nest: Jonathan F-V 
Reception, Mrs Anthony:  Reed S 
Reception, Mrs Sullivan:  John W 
Reception, Miss Bagridge: Iroh D 
Year 1, Mrs King:  Juvan A 
Year 1, Mrs Camoccio: Rosie R  
Year 1, Mrs Andrade: Felicia P  
Year 2, Mrs Didham: Roxanne O  
Year 2, Miss Milne:  Mya M 
Year 2, Mrs Christie/Mrs Cooper: Frankie B 

 
Year 3, Mrs Almond:  Victoria A 
Year 3, Miss Gilmore:  Harley W 
Year 3, Miss Medina:  Piper M 
Year 4, Miss Lee:   Chelsea T-H 
Year 4, Miss Miller: Benas B 
Year 4, Miss Atkin:  Elayna H 
Year 5, Miss Day:  Rayyan M 
Year 5, Mr Taylor:  Samantha E 
Year 5, Miss Osborne:  Zac A 
Year 6, Miss White: Lily-Mae P 

UPCOMING DIARY DATES 
February 
16.02.26 February Half Term 
23.02.26 Children return to School 
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             BOOK OF THE WEEK 
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SPELLING BEE YEAR 2 HEDINGHAM CASTLE 

On Monday morning Year 2 set off 
from school to visit Hedingham Castle 
as part of their history topic on Cas-

tles.  

They spent the day with three histori-
ans who told them all about the his-

tory of the castle. They had a brilliant 
day and learnt lots of new things 

about everyday life in the castle. The 
children had the chance to visit the 
dungeon, the storeroom, the ban-
queting room and the castle toilet! 

On Wednesday, children from Year 2 
and 6 attended a Spelling Bee com-

petition at Fairhouse Primary 
School, along with 10 other schools. 
The children had to take part in a 
variety of different activities linked 
to spelling, including a spelling test, 

word wheel and team spelling.  

Year 6 came in 4th place in the KS2 
competition while Year 2 received 

bronze medals in the KS1 competi-
tion. Congratulations to all of the 
children involved. You worked in-

credibly hard! 

Year 4—Miss Miller’s Class 

In our English lessons, we have been reading ‘The 
Selfish Giant’ by Oscar Wilde. As a class, we have 
explored the exciting writing techniques Wilde us-
es, including personification and the careful use of 
prepositions to create vivid descriptions.   

Throughout our work on the story, we have written 
letters, created persuasive adverts, and composed 
thoughtful diary entries inspired by the characters 
and events. We especially enjoyed discussing how 
Wilde used the changing seasons to reflect feelings 
of happiness and sadness in the story.  

Ellis said, “I liked the part when the giant stopped 

being selfish and allowed the children back into the 

garden!”  



On Monday 23rd February 2026 children will return to school on Week 1. 

Please ensure all school lunches are paid for in advance on ScoPay. 

 Please let the office staff know if there are any changes to your 
child’s dietary needs. 





 

 
 

Supporting Parents and Carers in Essex (SPACE) is a free, parent to par-
ent service, offering a variety of routes to access SEND guidance, sign-

posting, and support:  

 In Person- meet us at Local Offer Roadshows, coffee mornings, and 
community events.  

By phone – talk one-to-one with a peer educator   

Online – join webinars on key topics, led by peer educators   

On the SPACE Website – find helpful information and guidance anytime.  

 

Below you will find some links that we hope you find useful:   

SPACE Website – here you will find SEND Guidance and details of up-
coming online/in-person events. 

Request a 121 with a Peer Educator: https://forms.office.com/
e/7SPDHFHNpu  








