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MERRYLANDS

PRIMARY SCHOOL AND NURSERY
SPRING TERM-FRIDAY 13T FEBRUARY 2026

MESSAGE FROM HEAD OF SCHOOL - MRS PRYER

Dear Parents/Carers,

We have come to the end of a busy half term and what a week we have had! On
Tuesday the children joined live online lessons based on using Al and the reliability of
information found on the internet as part of Safer Internet day. The NSPCC has a lot
of information about online safety including advice on setting up parental controls,
speaking to children about Al and using social media. For further information see the
website: https://www.nspcc.org.uk/keeping-children-safe/online-safety/

Also this week, Year 2 went on a trip to Hedingham Castle, Nursery and Reception
participated in a Chinese New Year workshop and Year 1 had a workshop about fa-
mous explorers. Children from Year 2 and Year 6 attended the Trust Spelling Bee
competition while children across the school completed activities linked to Children’s
Mental Health Week. We also had a special dinner for Chinese New Year.

The end of the week finished with much singing and dancing at the discos. The chil-
dren had a fantastic time. Thank you to Friends of Merrylands for organising the dis-
cos and to everyone who volunteered to help. Supporting fundraising events like this
really helps us to provide more great opportunities for the children so thank you to
everyone who bought a ticket.

Thank you also to everyone who voted in the parent governor election. I am pleased
to share that Craig Brookes will be joining the school’s governing body next term.

I hope that you and your family have a great half term break and I look for-
ward to seeing everyone on Monday 23rd February.

Below 90%

Serious Concern.
Persistent a bsence.
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A ATYENDANCEMATTE'?S&‘ School Attendance Target: 95.00 %

This week’s attendance: 94.87%

The class with the best attendance in KS1 was Mrs Camoccio’s Class with
99.56%

The class with the best attendance in KS2 was Mr Taylor’s Class with
97.78%

If your child is absent, contact must be made to the School Office EVERY
school day that your child is absent.

At least 96%

/1, Expected
[0C5 attendance.

Please report your child’s absence by phone 01268 417893, ParentMail or by
email: admin@merrylands-pri.essex.sch.uk.




Nursery: Amayah A

Nest: Jonathan F-V

Reception, Mrs Anthony: Reed S
Reception, Mrs Sullivan: John W
Reception, Miss Bagridge: Iroh D
Year 1, Mrs King: Juvan A

Year 1, Mrs Camoccio: Rosie R
Year 1, Mrs Andrade: Felicia P
Year 2, Mrs Didham: Roxanne O
Year 2, Miss Milne: Mya M

STAR OF THE WEEK CERTIFICATE
FOCUS : KINDNESS

Year 2, Mrs Christie/Mrs Cooper: Frankie B Year 6, Miss White: Lily-Mae P

Year 3, Mrs Almond: Victoria A
Year 3, Miss Gilmore: Harley W
Year 3, Miss Medina: Piper M
Year 4, Miss Lee: Chelsea T-H
Year 4, Miss Miller: Benas B
Year 4, Miss Atkin: Elayna H
Year 5, Miss Day: Rayyan M
Year 5, Mr Taylor: Samantha E
Year 5, Miss Osborne: Zac A

BADGES ©)

Our Merrylands badges are given to
the pupils who demonstrate the
school values at all times.

They are good role models to other
pupils and work hard to improve
every single day. They try their best
and persevere in all lessons, com-
plete homework on time, have good
school attendance and show kind-
ness to their peers.

Reception Ayan C

Year 1 Karlo B

Year 2 Freddy E
Year 3 Darcie H
Year 4 Olivia-Rose W
Year 5 Nathan J
Year 6 Logan K

UPCOMING DIARY DATLS

FEBRUARY
16.02.26 February Half Term

23.02.26 Children return to School

_____ KINDNESS . . PERSEVERANGE = _
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- &) BOOK OF THE WEEK

Year 4—Miss Miller’s Class

In our English lessons, we have been reading ‘The
Selfish Giant’ by Oscar Wilde. As a class, we have
explored the exciting writing techniques Wilde us- §
es, including personification and the careful use of
prepositions to create vivid descriptions.

Throughout our work on the story, we have written §§
letters, created persuasive adverts, and composed
thoughtful diary entries inspired by the characters
and events. We especially enjoyed discussing how @ _
Wilde used the changing seasons to reflect feelings ;-{
of happlness and sadness in the story ;

being selflsh and allowed the children back into the

lll

garden!

YEAR 2 HEDINGHAM CASTLE

On Monday morning Year 2 set off
from school to visit Hedingham Castle
as part of their history topic on Cas-
tles.

They spent the day with three histori-
ans who told them all about the his-
tory of the castle. They had a brilliant
day and learnt lots of new things
about everyday life in the castle. The
children had the chance to visit the
dungeon, the storeroom, the ban-
queting room and the castle toilet!

SPELLING BEE

On Wednesday, children from Year 2
and 6 attended a Spelling Bee com-
petition at Fairhouse Primary
School, along with 10 other schools.
The children had to take partin a
variety of different activities linked
to spelling, including a spelling test,
word wheel and team spelling.

Year 6 came in 4th place in the KS2
competition while Year 2 received
bronze medals in the KS1 competi-
tion. Congratulations to all of the
children involved. You worked in-
credibly hard!
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: On Monday 23rd February 2026 children will return to school on Week 1. _
. » Please ensure all school lunches are paid for in advance on ScoPay. o .
: ‘ Please let the office staff know if there are any changes to your ‘ 2
: child’s dietary needs. i
: 1
o A WEEK 1 WEEK 2 WEEK 3 .
: '_ @5 . . CATCKEN FAJITA WRAD BEEF MEATBALLY BREADED CHICKEN BURGER
: (Sf mﬁ-l@(m QUORN FAJLTA WRAD VEGAN MCATBALLS QUORN BURGER 2
: B0 peeS DESSERT - HOMEMADE CHOCOLATE g
. dsert - e g DT - mmmmcms § GOLDEN . ;EEFI;:'JILTE %KEURT .
: 1Tt FRESH FTUIT & YOBUTT i
: Y SAUSAGE ROLL BUTCHERS CHICKEN NUGGETS BACON MACARONT CHeese !
' VEGAN ROLL VEGETABLE NUGGETS T
: § WITH SMILEY FACES & SPAGNETTI LOOPS  WITW CUIPS § BAKED BEANS i 1
! Y DESSTT - NONGHADE 1D SPDNKLE - DSSETT - HOMEMADE SPONGE CAE ¢ sl - e ™
' o p LATR] YOGUURT 1
: P ERESHFTUT & YoBIT FRESH FRULT § YOGHURT .
: g HOMEMADE CHTCKEN PIE BUTCHERS PORK SAUSAGE BUTCHERS ROAST CHICKEN
. H B QUORN & VEGETABLE P VEGAN SAUSAGES QUORN FILLET 1
: . WITH SAUTE POTATOES, CARROTS  WITH MASH DOTATO, YORKSUTRE puDDING, ~ WITWROASTPOTATOES,
: 2 & CRAVY PEAS, CARROTS & GRAVY YORKSWIRE PUDDING, GReeN
) 5 DESSENT - FLAPIACK DESSErT - FRUTT JeLLY BEANS, CARROTS § GRAVY .
. T FRESH FRULT & YOGHURT FRESH FRUT DESSERT -UITELY
' T e CHICKEN CORRY BEEF BOLOGNES .
) S T ISTA I LOHEMADE VESETABLE CUTY VEGETABLE BOLOGNESE .
A "-‘ WITH STEAMED Rice & Sweercony  WITH FUSILLE PASTA & MIXED
. @j f ¢ TOMATO SAUCE § SALAD BAR 1
- i DESSETT - GOLDEN OAT FLAPJACK VEGETABLES
. ] DESSEIT - FRUIT JeLLY 1
S < FLESH LT FRESH FRUT G YOGURT~ DESSERT - HOMENDE FLaPLACK
: SN ¢ ™ PESHETUT - YOO
I ape™ @ FISH FINGERS BATTEDED FisH FLSH FNGERS :
. :
. oy CHEDDAR WHIRL VEBETaBLE FINBErS CHEESE OMELETTE ;
: S WTHONDSGBMEDBEMS WIWSHLEYFAESgpeks  VITHPOTMO VEDGES L ShETT
: 4 DESSEIT - STRAWBERRY SWIRL MOUSSE  DESSEIT - ICE CReM HOOPS .
W ERESHFTUIT § YOBUIT FRESH FRULT § YoURy  DESSERT - CHOCOLATE SWIRL MOUSS
: FRESH FRUIT G YOGURT




-— Essex County Council
Children and Families

Starting Reception Roadshows

Is Your Little One Starting Reception in September 2026?

Come along to our Starting Reception Roadshow!

Get ready for a fun, friendly, and totally FREE event designed to help you to support
your child feel excited and cenfident about starting reception.

Essex Early Years has teamed up with local schools plus education, health and care
partners to bring you a lively, helpful session packed with top tips and advice.

Want to join in? Starting Reception Roadshow near you:
Ask your child’'s

childminder, preschool, Where:  Janet Duke Primary School - 105 Markhams Chase,
or nursery for details Basidan 5515 505

about your nearest

event, or visit the Essex | When: Wednesday 18th March - 6pm - 7.30pm

Talk, Listen and Cuddle

website 1o find out E:5:%E You can find out information about

more about dates and iy the event by scanning the QR code

fimes across Essen. af _dyﬁ or visiting www.tlc-essex.info and
(OBSEE searching “Starting reception’

Follow us on social media to join our =

Starting Reception Campaign

T @i
Instagram Facebook




.
SPACE

Supporting Parents and Carers in Essex (SPACE) is a free, parent to par-
ent service, offering a variety of routes to access SEND guidance, sign-
posting, and support:

In Person- meet us at Local Offer Roadshows, coffee mornings, and
community events.

By phone - talk one-to-one with a peer educator
Online - join webinars on key topics, led by peer educators
On the SPACE Website — find helpful information and guidance anytime.

Below you will find some links that we hope you find useful:

SPACE Website — here you will find SEND Guidance and details of up-
coming online/in-person events.

Request a 121 with a Peer Educator: https://forms.office.com/
e/TSPDHFHNpu

Monday 9 February 10amto 11.30am Sleep

Wednesday 11 February 12pmto 1.30pm Toileting

Monday 23 February 7.30pm to 8.30pm Drop-in (Evening)

Tuesday 24 February 10amto 11.30am Sensory Needs

Thursday 26 February 7.30pmto 8pm Introduction to Autism (Evening)




FRIENDS OF

LOTTERY
&

28750

Q raised for Friends of Merrylands in 2025




A1 TR Notionol College, ow WOokeUpWednasdoy guites empowor ond equip porents, Corers ond oduotors with the conddonce ond peocticol skilks to be abie to have informoed and 0ge-oppeopeione
cormeerzctions with chidren cbout online salety, mental heclth ond welbeing and climate chonge. Formerty delivered by Nationat Online Salety, these guides now oddrexs wider topics and themaes.
For further guides, hints and tips, please vislt naticnalcoliege com
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arentsj& Educators|Need|to] Know

WhatsApp is m mMessaging service owned by Meta which allows users to send text and voice
, make video calls, share multimedia —- such as images, videos, documents and polls -
and have group chats. WhotsApp messages are encrypted, meaning only the sender and the
recipient can view what is sent. While this privacy may sound attractive on paper, this app comes

with several associated risks that must be considered - especially for younger users.

con 0lso escakute quickly, 0s more people jein
in, ampliying the impoct through a wider
audienco.

EVOLVING SCAMS

Wh PpR's populanty ® attractive to
s. Tooth lude vating o

ehild in o emergency” 1o oy,

triggecing a login code, mmwu

after 24 hours, 7 days, or 90 days « or for maedia,
ofter ono view. Howover, mblomu’mu-m
them by b ing o 9

recacing thelr privacy.

-

EMPHASISE CAUTION

a THINK BEFORE SHARING

o

s

ges
conaicer, MWMNMIMMGMum“
100ty Send tharm. MOk S ey Kndw Never 1o shore persenal details over
WGMbmmdddlumuqlhmhwmww*p

wverification adds o furthor kayer of protection to thek

WhatsApp accou

———

/o —————
ADJUST THE SETTINGS

'3 wise 20 change a child's WHOtsApD settings Lo apecily which of their
To

fxcept.’. .
0 mmummmqmumw-ummnn
- —_~ was, A U= @

Meet Qur Expert

Or Clare Sathertand s an onlne satety consuRant, educator and
resecrcher who hos developed and imglemented onti-Dulying and cyber
scfety polcies lor schocls. She has written vanous acodermic popers ond
Camriad out research for the Austrolion Government comparing intemaet
Use and serting behaviour of young people in the UK, USA ond Australia

< el — 5
¥ Source Soo fullrelerance kot on guicke page ot hittos /inationo kKolege comygl

o e o A

X @wake_up_weds

W | .
et whotsopp=-2026

£3 /wuwthenationaicoliege

FAKE NEWS

WhatsApe's simplicity makes sharing . .

M-.qulct mambwm !
tion, ogex d over fve
TS Now show O ‘Forwardoed mary times” label
with o double orrow. This clerts users that the
message lsn't erigingl ond maoy ke unceflabile.

-“w I =
CHAT LOCK

The new ‘Chat lock” fecture lulx users

S1010 specitic gos in a separate
ponscode- of biometricaly-protected lolder.
While usetul for privacy, it could be misused by
YOUNQEr users to hide sations or

they know ond educotors might find
IWNMMW

Sl ot [ [
B VISIBLE LOCATION -

WhattApe's Thm locatice’ fecturs halps friends
et up of porents oheck 0 ahikd s route home,
However,

Al INTEGRATION

Meta Al on WhalsApp poses risks to
chiidron, Including exposure to misintormation,

mmwmmwwmwmmmu

SSmething on WhatsApp. It's ecsy — and ol tes
ane user 1o then be Y. and aven p en social

Mbmﬁnhﬂ.\limmmmmﬁmumo
frimnd who sent something 1o them in

C\-\AT ABOUT PRIVACY

Howe 0 conversation with youngsters obout how thay e using Whatsdpe,
emphasising that s for thek own salety. If you spot @ Locked Chaty’ felder,
you might wonk to talk abosst the sort of messages that arm In there, who they're with N

aNnd wivy they hove boen hidden. Also, if @ young user has sent any view once’ coment,
discuss their recsona for using this leature.

(©) @wake.upwednesday

' @wakeup.weds



Forest School

What to Wear

o o ) o=
Vit %’ Lo 8
Waterproof Jacket Warm Hat:
with hood \, Beanie or
& = Sun Hat _~
- - % 4
~ Long Sleeves: "g’ Layers to Stay
T-shirtor aw Warm a
E fleece ~—" > ) (Fleece, jumper) °
. - o 4.

e Wy ol
SturdyBoofs.:‘%

Wellies or
Hiking Boots °




