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Merrylands Primary School
Overview
	Detail
	Information

	Academic year that this summary covers
	2025-2026

	Date this summary was published
	03/02/26

	Date this summary will be reviewed
	30/09/26

	Name of the school music lead
	Laura Sullivan

	Name of school leadership team member with responsibility for music (if different)
	

	Name of local music hub 
	Greater Essex Music Hub: Essex Music Service

	Name of other music education organisation(s) (if partnership in place) 
	Charanga 
Ukulele lessons (Play-It)



This is a summary of how our school delivers music education to all our pupils across three areas – curriculum music, co-curricular provision and musical experiences – and what changes we are planning in future years. This information is to help pupils and parents or carers understand what our school offers and who we work with to support our pupils’ music education. 
[bookmark: _Toc357771640][bookmark: _Toc346793418]Part A: Curriculum music
This is about what we teach in lesson time, how much time is spent teaching music and any music qualifications or awards that pupils can achieve.
	· We follow the Charanga Model Music Curriculum/Charanga Original Scheme, which has been written to follow the scope and breadth of the model music curriculum. 
· Children sing in each music lesson and also learn to play the glockenspiel from Year 1 through to Year 6 in order to master the instrument as they progress through the school. 
· We partner with Greater Essex Music Hub and Essex Music Service to support musical opportunities for our pupils. 
· We have a network between the Music leads within the Berlesduna Trust to support and collaborate musical opportunities for our children. 
· Music lessons are structured within year group timetables, these lessons are taught throughout the year and each year group will have 1 block of music lessons per term, usually 6 sessions. To support the Music Curriculum there are additional learning opportunities given during assembly time which are planned carefully for which focus on famous composers throughout different time periods of music. Children are also given the opportunity to listen to corresponding music. 
· Music sessions are adapted by the teachers to suit individual requirement, this allows for enjoyment, inclusivity and progression.


[bookmark: _Toc443397160]Part B: Co-curricular music
This is about opportunities for pupils to sing and play music, outside of lesson time, including choirs, ensembles and bands, and how pupils can make progress in music beyond the core curriculum.
	· Pupils are able to access Financial assistance from Essex Music Service for music lessons, instrument hire and county-led ensembles.
· Pupils are able to access instrumental tuition and ensemble activities outside of the school day through Essex Music Service.
· Lessons are offered to at least one-year group with Play-It where they are taught by expert musicians and therefore the children have quality first teaching offered of music to them. The company loans the instruments to Merrylands Primary School which means we are using the correct type of instrument for the lesson, for example, we play Ukuleles.
· Two choirs are set up for events such as The Basildon Music Festival (infant and junior) and Young Voices, these choir sessions are led by the Music lead. Through Networking we hope to have more performance opportunities.



Part C: Musical experiences
This is about all the other musical events and opportunities that we organise, such as singing in assembly, concerts and shows, and trips to professional concerts.
	· Throughout the year there are different opportunities for the children in choir to perform, for example, Young Voices and The Basildon Music Festival. These performances are extra-curricular and create valuable experiences for the children as they get the chance to perform in different types of venues (a theatre and an arena). 
· At the end of year 6 the children set up a leaver’s performance, this is then performed to the other students as well as parents and friends. The rehearsals of this are during the day time and they are able to access the performance area daily. 
· At Christmas Performances are rehearsed throughout the term and then performed in front of parents during the day.
· The choir have performed in the community (a care home) singing Christmas songs. 
· Year 2 have sung Christmas songs to the public at Eastgate Shopping Centre in Basildon.
· At Christmas the whole school enjoyed performances from a professional travelling pantomime. 



In the future
This is about what the school is planning for subsequent years.
	
At the end of each term year groups could have the opportunity to come together as a large band and perform together to celebrate their successes. 
Possibility of having a performer/group come to the school and expose the children to the different kinds of arts/music. This could be at Christmas or explicitly for the enjoyment of music to help raise the profile of music and show the children what they can aspire to do.  
To have school ensemble, band or group.
A termly school performance (children or adults).


Further information (optional)
	The Department for Education publishes a guide for parents and young people on how they can get involved in music in and out of school, and where they can go to for support beyond the school. 
· Essex Music Service have produced a Parent’s Guide to Music Provision which gives parents valuable information about supporting their child’s music education.
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