MERRYLANDS

PRIMARY SCHOOL AND NURSERY
SPRING TERM-FRIDAY 6TH MARCH 2026

MESSAGE FROM HEAD OF SCHOOL - MRS PRYER

Dear Parents / Carers,

The highlight of the week was most certainly World Book Day yesterday. The chil-
dren enjoyed a variety of book-based activities, a whole school assembly, live World
Book Day lessons, a special dinner and much more. There was such a wide range of
costumes and all the children looked fantastic. Thank you for your efforts and hard
work with costumes, face painting and props!

On Tuesday we had a review of the school. The day involved lesson observations and
discussions with staff, pupils and some parents/carers. The day went really well with
lots of positive feedback. The reviewers praised the children for their behaviour in
class and how they conduct themselves around the school, the positive relationships
between staff and pupils and how the children work hard in lessons and want to do
well.

This week we have also held Year 3 and Year 4 Curriculum Showcase sessions. Thank
you to all the parents/carers who attended. The children thoroughly enjoyed sharing
their work and completing learning activities with you. Next we are looking forward
to the Year 5 and Year 6 showcase sessions.

Good attendance is vital for learning, wellbeing and friendships. During Attendance
Week next week, we will be recognising pupils with excellent attendance, running ac-
tivities to highlight why every day matters, and offering practical tips for families.
Please aim for your child to be in school every day — together we can make every
lesson count.

I hope everyone has a lovely weekend.

Serious Concern.
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This week’s attendance: 94.44% (17 attendance.

The class with the best attendance in KS1 was Mrs King’s Class with 97.69%
The class with the best attendance in KS2 was Miss Medina’s Class with 98.57%

If your child is absent, contact must be made to the School Office EVERY school
day that your child is absent.

Please report your child’s absence by phone 01268 417893, ParentMail or by
email: admin@merrylands-pri.essex.sch.uk.




STAR OF THE WEEK CERTIFICATE
FOCUS : RESPLCT

Nursery: Safiya H Year 3, Mrs Almond: Cillian D
Nest: Priyom A Year 3, Miss Gilmore: Joshua L
Reception, Mrs Anthony: Oscar W-M Year 3, Miss Medina: Erniee P
Reception, Mrs Sullivan: Ayan C Year 4, Miss Lee: Emily L
Reception, Miss Bagridge: Rosalina R Year 4, Miss Miller: Dorit T
Year 1, Mrs King: Handel O Year 4, Miss Atkin: Whole Class
Year 1, Mrs Camoccio: Ollie B Year 5, Miss Day: Dan ]
Year 1, Mrs Andrade: Adaobi E Year 5, Mr Taylor: Haiden C
Year 2, Mrs Didham: Thomas H Year 5, Miss Osborne: Zac A
Year 2, Miss Milne: Eden D Year 6, Miss White: Lily-Mae P
Year 2, Mrs Christie/Mrs Cooper: Bodhi H Year 6, Mrs Thour: Rosie G

BADG[S @ Reception TJ B

Our Merrylands badges are given to the |Year 1 Louis L
pupils who demonstrate the school val-
ues at all times. Year 2 Freddie E

They are good role models to other pu-

pils and work hard to improve every sin- | €ar 3 Piper M

gle day. They try their best and perse- :

vere in all lessons, complete homework Year 4 Louis P

on time, have good school attendance v 5 Maria 1

and show kindness to their peers. €ar aria
Year 6 Elianna E

Congratulations to this week’s winners.

UPCOMING DIARY DATLS

MARCH

13.03.2026 Mother’s Day Sale

17.03.2026 St Patrick’s Day Special Dinner

20.03.2026 Comic Relief Red Nose Day (Red Non-Uniform)
30.03.2026 Easter Holidays

APRIL
13.04.2026 Back To School
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In Year 2, Miss Milne’s class have been reading
'Croaky - Search for the Sasquatch' by Matty
Long.

When Croaky Hopper joins the Woggle Scouts it is
not long before he is whisked away on his first
camp to the Crystal Creek National Park.

Croaky has always longed for adventure, but he
gets way more than he bargained for when scout
leader Winston the Puffin reveals the real reason
they are in the forest...they are going to search for
a Sasquatch!

Eden said, "Croaky is super brave and funny. The
part where they look for the sasquatch in the for-

[

est was a little bit scary but really exciting, and I ~ae SUPER HAPPY

wish I could go on an adventure with the Woggle
Scouts too!"

BOOK OF THE WEEK E) e W

MAGIC FOREST

perg@n @f th@ Ha uf T@rm What you need: a ball that bounces

p Sp@rits
Alice Tai MBE "
How to play:

Who is Alice Tai MBE?

@ Alice Tai MBE is a British Paralympic swimmer who was born on the 31* January 1999, She + Explore dribbling the ball. Can you dribble:
competes in the 58 category of the sport. At the age of eight, Alice joined a swimming club, o With one hand

however, it wasn’t until the winter of 2010 that her parents discovered she could be o The other hand
classified as a disability swimmer. Before she was 12 years old, Alice has undergone 14

% operations. Her main swimming event is backstroke. % . Z EES:S:ES 2;22 d

What has Alice achieved? o Changing direction

AR R . ;ho\lemge goursellf to kkeep the ball bouncing the whole
medals during he,mrmscw smmwm mm& mm @ time whilst touching different body parts to the floor then
Paralympics, World Champienships, B hip

standing up again. Try these:

and is a Commenwealth champion. At lhe World Puru o Knees
Swimming Championships in 2019, she won seven gold > Bottom
medals. At Paris 2024 Alice won S8 100m backstroke gold

o Back
with a new Paralympic record, finishing nearly six seconds
clear of her rivals. o Stomach

o Forehead

RESPLCT KINDNESS PERSEVERANGE
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Please ensure all school lunches are paid for in advance on ScoPay. i,

vd
‘ Please let the office staff know if there are any changes to your
child’s dietary needs.

WEEK 1 WEEK 2 WEEK 3
BEEF MEATBALLS
CHICKEN FAITTA WRAP
L
WITH POTATDB%BES § SALAD DR WITH CHIPS § SALAD BAR
i DESSERT - PANCAKES WITH GOLDEN
Sy e msmg::ul;mcms b GOLDeN s
HOBUrT FRESH YU § YORUTT ERESH FRUIT + YOGURT
) 9 SAUSAGE ROLL BUTCHERS CLICKEN NUGGETS BACON MACARONT Clegse
: g VEGAN ROLL VEGETABLE NUGGETS ACIRONT Cleese
WITH SMILEY FACES & SPAEHETTTLOOPS  WITH CHIPS & BAKED BEANS TIPS
ﬁ DESSEIT - CHOCOLATE (WP DESSEPT - BELGTAN WAFFLES WITH JESSERT - SEASOWALFUTT &
= SHORTBREAD SQUIRTY CREAM :
S L FRESH FRULT 4 YOGHURT YOGHURT
g OMEMADE CHICKEN PIE BUTCHERS PORK SAUSAGE BUTCHERS ROAST CAICKEN
H 8 o e VECAN SAUSACES QUORN FILLET
b VT SAT TS RROTS T CRISPY LR POTADES, RS WITH ROAST POTATOES,
2 & GRAYY PUDDING, PeAS, CARROTS & caayy  YORKSHIRE PUDDING, GREEN
DESSEIT - MINT SUGAR RING DONUTS DESSErT - FRUIT JeLLY BEANS, CARROTS § GRAVY
]' g FRESH FRUIT & YOGHURT FRESH FOUTT DESSERT - FRUIT JeLLY
BEEF BOLOGNESE
@ CHEESE & TOMATO PIZIA CHICKEN CURRY VECETABLE BOLOCNESE
N Q . g WITH PASTA N HOMEMADE VEBETABLE CUITY WITH FUSILLT PASTA & MIXED VEGETABLES
§ j /i TONNTOSAESAADBR W STEAMED RICE & SWEETCORN  DeSSRT - ETAKVAFFLE WITH ST
N ﬂ S DISSHIT-FRUITJELY  DESSETT -FReSH FRUIT § YORUKT ChEAM
; %_3 i E FRESH FRUIT FRESH FTUI  Y08UTT
4
{pp © 5 FIS FINCRS BATTETED S FISH FINGERS
s VRCLTE FINCERS VEBETABLE FINGers CHEESC OMELETTE
9 WITH CUIPS & BAKED BEANS WITH SMILEY FACES § PEAS WITH POTATO mggs & SPAGHETTT
g DESSEIT - ICE CREAM
& DESSIT - STRAWBERRY SWIRL MOUSSE DRSO - LOOUTE SWRL LSt

FRESH FTUIT § YOBUIT FRESH FRULT & YOGURT
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On Thursday all pupils and staff had a fantastic time celebrating World Book
Day at school!

The children arrived in an array of amazing costumes, bringing their favourite
book characters to life and filling the school with colour and excitement.
Throughout the day, classes took part in a variety of creative reading activities
that helped inspire a love of stories and reminded us all how enjoyable reading
can be. We were also thrilled by the incredible entries for our World Book Day
Character Competition - the creativity and effort have been truly impressive.

The winners will be announced next week!




ATTENOANCE WEER

Will your child achieve 100% attendance during attendance ittt i il

Daily attendance creates

: week? nderstanding of their
healthy habits such as subjects when they are
punctuality, reliability attending each day. Work
and consistency which will be produced with

will help children thrive in . reater detail.
it Monday 9" March 2026 - Friday 13" March 2026 2

Cncou ging your child to attend school on time each da‘f will heip raise their individual
attendance as well as the whole school's attendance.

With your help and encouragement, we can ensure all pupils are achieving their best in
all areas of school life.

As a school we believe each child is capable of achieving their goals.

Children who attend school each day will be entered into an Attendance Raffle which will be picked daily!

All children who achieve 100% attendance next week will receive an attendance certificate.

Being in school helps your, . 1
child create trusted F h
relationships. A child who 3
P adds up to a whole

feels supported and seen ATTENDA!'\(E I\HATTED thraw sshoal days
L]

is more likely to thrive in

their work. L\ — missed.

AT T NCE

WHYES IT IMPORTANT?

ABSENCE FROM SCHOOL o
ST gq/ + Below

by Ln ary :}I Y12 A Y e or .
fow do YOU measure u; Drastic effect on
g ' - academic achievement

linutes late each day

5 9 Days 2 Weeks | 50 Lessons .-'1: - | o L # -
r H] e ‘-\.J- | B

qﬂf 19 Days 4 Weeks 100 Lessons

L5 29 Days 6 Weeks | 150 Lessons

RO 38 Days & Weeks 200 Lessons

75,:‘ a8 Days 10 Weaks 250 Lessons

Toi 57 Days | 115 Weeks 290 Lessons

659 67 Days | 13.5 Weeks 340 Lessens
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