
MESSAGE FROM HEAD OF SCHOOL - MRS PRYER  

Dear Parents/Carers,  

It has been a very interesting week with sunshine, showers and hailstones!  The younger 
children were certainly surprised by the mix of weather.  As we reach the end of the Spring 
term, I would like to say thank you for your continued support.  The children have worked 
very hard throughout the Spring term and have continued to demonstrate our core values in 
their class work, on the playground and in their general conduct around the school.  In cele-
bration assembly, we congratulated all the children on their hard work and perseverance in 
lessons and for showing kindness and respect to others. 

In celebration assembly we also announced this half term’s team point winners.  The win-
ning teams were Red in Early Years / Key Stage 1 and Yellow in Key Stage 2.  When we re-
turn after the half term break, all totals will be reset and we look forward to finding out 
which team will win next term. 

Today, we also celebrated all the children who have achieved 100% attendance in the 
Spring term. Certificates were handed out in assembly and these children were entered into 
the 100% attendance raffle.   The winners were: 

Congratulations to all the prize winners who received a gift voucher.  A special 
attendance reward will take place for all of the children who achieved 100% 
attendance for the Spring term after the holidays. 

Finally, I hope you all have a good spring break and for those of you celebrat-
ing Easter, I hope you have a lovely time with your family.   

SPRING TERM—FRIDAY 27tH MARCH 2026 
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School Attendance Target:  95.00 % 
 

 

 

This week’s attendance: 92.49% 

The class with the best attendance in KS1 was Miss Milne’s Class with 96%. 

The class with the best attendance in KS2 was Mrs Almond’s Class with 
97.4%. 

If your child is absent, contact must be made to the School Office EVERY 
school day that your child is absent.  

Please report your child’s absence by phone 01268 417893, ParentMail or by 
email: admin@merrylands-pri.essex.sch.uk. 

Cezar S 
George H 

Ollie B 

Freddy C 

Ava H 



BADGES 
Our Merrylands badges are given to the  
pupils who demonstrate the school values 
at all times. 
 
They are good role models to other pupils 
and work hard to improve every single 
day. They try their best and persevere in 
all lessons, complete homework on time, 
have good school attendance and show 
kindness to their peers.  
 
Congratulations to this week’s winners. 

Reception Hudson B-S 

Year 1 Maria C 

Year 2 Skyla-R M 

Year 3 Macie L 

Year 4 Rose P 

Year 5 Evie s 

Year 6 Hollie-B W 

FOCUS : RESPECT 
STAR OF THE WEEK CERTIFICATE 

 
Nursery: Teya F  
Nest: Olivia A 
Reception, Mrs Anthony: Erin N  
Reception, Mrs Sullivan: John W  
Reception, Miss Bagridge: Skylar-R H  
Year 1, Mrs King: Elizabeth G  
Year 1, Mrs Camoccio: Austin B  
Year 1, Mrs Andrade: Sonny A 
Year 2, Mrs Didham: Maisie H  
Year 2, Miss Milne: Sienna Y  
Year 2, Mrs Christie/Mrs Cooper:  
Tiago C 

Year 3, Mrs Almond: Fox M-P   
Year 3, Miss Gilmore: Sonia P  
Year 3, Miss Medina: Caleb J  
Year 4, Miss Lee: Freddie C 
Year 4, Miss Miller: Bleresa G 
Year 4, Miss Atkin: Maira J  
Year 5, Miss Day: Sophia C 
Year 5, Mr Taylor: Emily I  
Year 5, Miss Osborne: Harley M 
Year 6, Miss White: David S 
Year 6, Mrs Thour: Nuwair M   

UPCOMING DIARY DATES 
MARCH 
30.03.2026 Easter Holidays  
APRIL—AUTISM ACCEPTANCE MONTH 
13.04.2026 Back To School 
23.04.2026 St George’s Day Special Dinner 
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EASTER EGG COMPETITION 
Thank you to all the children who en-
tered into the Easter Egg Colouring 
Competition— there were so many 
wonderful designs to choose from. 

 
After looking through all the entries, 
we decided on a winner from each 

class. 
 

Well done to all 
the children 

who won, enjoy 
your Easter Egg 

prize! 

NEW PLAYGROUND EQUIPMENT 
We are delighted to share that we have been able to pur-
chase new playground equipment thanks to the fantastic 
efforts of the School Council who organised a competition 
and a raffle last term.  

Your support has made this possible, and it is very much 
appreciated.  

   DOWNHAM SCHOOL VISIT 
 
 

Nursery Sylvie-H B  

Recep-
tion  

Arthur S, Sofia S and 
Evie P  

Year 1  Jack I, Millie F and Liam 
B-M 

Year 2 Tife A, Georgie P and 
Georgina P  

Year 3 Lydia A, Aria G and 
George C  

Year 4 Teia S, Olivia-R W and 
Scarlett J 

Year 5  Sofija S and Cristina V  

Year 6  Logan K and Rosie G 

Head boy, Evan and Deputy Head 
Girl, Daisy attended a pupil voice 

meeting at Downham Primary 
School where they discussed the 

importance of British Values. 

They also had the opportunity to 
hold real life chicks.  

Well done Evan and Daisy—you 
represented Merrylands very well. 
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CROSS COUNTRY EVENT  

 

 

DODGEBALL COMPETITION 
On Thursday 26th March Robert, Albert, Bonnie-Mae, Ruby, Joris, 
Louis, Niah and Freddie all attended the Dodgeballl Event at Basil-
don Sporting Village. They won 4 out of their 7 matches.  

Well done everyone! 

On Wednesday 25th March 2026 Amelia, Shea, Leon, Louis and Albert attended 
a cross country event in Southend. The children qualified to take part in the Es-
sex Cross Country event as part of the spring games at Garon Park Southend 

Leisure Club.  

Well done everyone! 

BOOK OF THE WEEK 
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Mrs Christie, Assistant Headteacher, recommends, 
‘Giraffes Can’t Dance’ by Giles Andreae. This is an uplifting 
story about finding your confidence and being proud of 
what makes you different.  

The story is about Gerald, a giraffe, who dreams of being 
able to dance, but his long legs and wobbly knees make 
him feel awkward. When he tries to join in at the Jungle 
Dance, the other animals laugh at him, leaving Gerald dis-
couraged and sad. With some gentle wisdom from a 
friendly cricket, Gerald discovers that he can dance beau-
tifully once he listens to his own unique rhythm. 

This story is a firm favourite because it has bright illustra-
tions and encouraging messages about courage, kindness, 
and believing in yourself and the importance of self confi-
dence. 



On Monday 13th April 2026 children will return to school on Week 1. 

Please ensure all school lunches are paid for in advance on 
ScoPay. 

 Please let the office staff know if there are any changes to 
your child’s dietary needs. 




