
MESSAGE FROM HEAD OF SCHOOL - MRS PRYER  
 

Dear Parents/Carers,  

I had the absolute pleasure to attend the Basildon Junior Music Festival at the Towngate 
Theatre on Tuesday evening where the KS2 choir put on an amazing performance. The choir 
performed a range of songs alongside 6 other Basildon schools. It was a fantastic evening 
and everyone who participated should be very proud of themselves. 

On Thursday, we celebrated St. George’s Day. Each class created a shield which decorated 
the outside of the school and the children completed a range of activities during the school 
day to find out about the legend of St. George. The children also completed a range of crea-
tive activities. It was fantastic to see all the children and staff dressed in red and white and 
we are very grateful to Kelly’s Creations for the wonderful balloon arch at the school en-
trance. 

Can I remind all parents/carers who drive to the school to think carefully about where they 
are stopping or parking at drop off and pick up times. Once again, several dangerous situa-
tions have occurred where cars have stopped outside the school gates or on the zebra cross-
ing, making it unsafe for the pupils of Merrylands to walk to school.  

Next Friday we are looking forward to the mini marathon. Miss Day has been busy planning 
the route and making arrangements for the day. Remember to ask your family and friends 
to sponsor your child for this event.  

I hope you all have a great weekend. 

SPRING TERM—FRIDAY 24TH APRIL 2026 

Respect   Kindness   perseverance 

School Attendance Target:  95.00 % 
 

 

 

This week’s attendance: 94.94% 

The class with the best attendance in KS1 was Mrs King’s Class with 
98.67% 

The class with the best attendance in KS2 was Miss Osborne’s Class 
with 99.03% 

If your child is absent, contact must be made to the School Office EVERY 
school day that your child is absent.  

Please report your child’s absence by phone 01268 417893, ParentMail or by 
email: admin@merrylands-pri.essex.sch.uk. 



BADGES 

Our Merrylands badges are given to the pu-
pils who demonstrate the school values at 

all times.  
 

They are good role models to other pupils 
and work hard to improve every single day. 
They try their best and persevere in all les-
sons, complete homework on time, have 

good school attendance and show kindness 
to their peers.   

 
Congratulations to this week’s winners. 

Reception Krystyna C 

Year 1 Milo N 

Year 2 Logan D 
Year 3 Isaac c 
Year 4 John L 

Year 5 Damilola A 
Year 6 Elizabeth S 

FOCUS: PERSEVERANCE 
STAR OF THE WEEK CERTIFICATE 

Nursery: The Whole Class 
Nest: Kasper L 
ASC: Elijah M  
Reception, Mrs Anthony: Arthur S 
Reception, Mrs Sullivan: Laevion C-T 
Reception, Miss Bagridge: Heidi B 
Year 1, Mrs King: Mykhailo R 
Year 1, Mrs Camoccio: Russell H 
Year 1, Mrs Andrade: Leo G  
Year 2, Mrs Didham: Lukas B  
Year 2, Miss Milne: Jacob L  
Year 2, Mrs Christie/Mrs Cooper:  
Georgina P  
 

 
Year 3, Mrs Almond: Alex G 
Year 3, Miss Gilmore: Scarlett B 
Year 3, Miss Medina: Joshua S 
Year 4, Miss Lee: Marley S 
Year 4, Miss Miller: Ellis R 
Year 4, Miss Atkin: Skylar B 
Year 5, Miss Day: Carmella A  
Year 5, Mr Taylor: Mila B  
Year 5, Miss Osborne: Amelia S 
Year 6, Miss White: Taii L 
Year 6, Mrs Thour: Tay L  

UPCOMING DIARY DATES 

April  
01.05.2026 Mini Marathon School Event  
11.05.2026 Year 6 SATS Week 
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 BOOK OF THE WEEK 
 
 

MINI MARATHON SCHOOL EVENT 
On Friday 1st May 2026, pupils at Merrylands Primary School will take part in the 
2026 Mini Marathon. An event where schools all across the country can take part 
by running, jogging or walking around a 2 mile course in their school grounds.  

We are hoping to raise funds to support the school 
with raising the profile of PE and physical activity in 
our school. In order to do this, we kindly ask for chil-
dren to seek sponsorship from friends and family.  

Any donation is greatly appreciated. We will not be 
accepting any sponsorship forms or money prior to 
the 1st May 2026. 

PHYSICAL EDUCATION 

Year 5, Miss Day’s Class have been reading, ‘Kaspar: 
Prince of Cats’ by Michael Morpurgo.  

Arriving in London in a basket, Kaspar quickly be-
comes an integral part of Johnny Trott’s life, a bell 

boy who works in the hotel. Together they tackle ad-
ventures which take them around the world.  

The children are thoroughly enjoying reading this 
book as part of their English topic. 

Sienna said, “This book keeps you interested and 
there is always something new happening. I am real-

ly enjoying the twists and turns.” 

Respect   Kindness   perseverance 



On Monday 27th April 2026 children will return to school on Week 1. 

Please ensure all school lunches are paid for in advance on ScoPay.   

Please let the office staff know if there are any changes to your 
child’s dietary needs. 



This week, in honour of St George’s Day, children across the 
school have been designing shields. The children learnt about 

the sacrifices and challenges of St George and why he is          
celebrated to this day as a national hero. 

St George stood up for what was right and showed that       
everyone should be treated equally. 

The children had a fantastic day on Thursday celebrating St 
George's Day. All the classes worked hard to produce a variety 
of amazing shields to display at our school entrance, which was 

also kindly decorated by Kelly’s Creations.  

The children then had the opportunity to take part in a range of 
St George's day activities in their classrooms and also enjoyed 

a special St George's Day lunch.  




