MERRYLANDS

PRIMARY SCHOOL AND NURSERY
SUMMER TERM~ERIDAY 15TH MAY 2026
MESSAGE FROM HEAD OF SCHOOL - MRS PRYER

Dear Parents/Carers,

I must start my message by giving a special mention to Year 6 who have completed their
SATs this week. It has been a very busy week with grammar, spelling, reading and maths
tests. All the children in Year 6 have worked incredibly hard, persevered and tried their best
in preparation for these tests and we are extremely proud of them all!

I am delighted to share that we raised a phenomenal £6,367.00 from the Mini Marathon. I
would like to say a huge thank you for all your donations. This is a huge amount of money
to promote PE and physical activity and we are busy looking into the best way to spend this
money to benefit all the children in the school. More information on this will be shared soon.

Please can I remind everyone to ensure that all items of uniform, coats, bags and personal
belongings are labelled with your child's name. We are getting an increasing amount of lost
property which we are unable to return as it is not labelled with a name.

Today the children have enjoyed finding out about countries participating in the Eurovision
Song Contest. Each year group was allocated a country and it was great to see the children
dressed in the colours of the flag and hear them sharing what they had learnt about that
country.

I hope you all have a lovely weekend.
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This week’s attendance: 95.89%

The class with the best attendance in KS1 was Mrs Camoccio’s Class
with 99.56%.

The class with the best attendance in KS2 was Miss White’s Class with
98.899%.

If your child is absent, contact must be made to the School Office EVERY
school day that your child is absent.

Please report your child’s absence by phone 01268 417893, ParentMail or by
email: admin@merrylands-pri.essex.sch.uk.
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STAR OF THE WEEK CERTIFICATE
FOCUS: PERSEVERANCE

Nursery: Oliver L Year 3, Mrs Almond: Luna G
Reception, Mrs Anthony: Louie C Year 3, Miss Gilmore: Zaliya B
Reception, Mrs Sullivan: Otilia T Year 3, Miss Medina: Alice Irwin
Reception, Miss Bagridge: Ember P Year 4, Miss Lee: Hugo G

Year 1, Mrs King: Percy S Year 4, Miss Miller: Joris ]
Year 1, Mrs Camoccio: Horia Q Year 4, Miss Atkin: Luca-Jo W
Year 1, Mrs Andrade: Jacob D Year 5, Miss Day: Cristina V
Year 2, Mrs Didham: Charlie G Year 5, Mr Taylor: Whole Class

Year 2, Miss Milne: Mya McDonald Year 5, Miss Osborne: Hana G
Year 2, Mrs Christie/Mrs Cooper: Year 6, Miss White: Whole Class

Aleshia M-Z Year 6, Mrs Thour: Whole Class
BADGES @ Reception | Skyler-Rose H
Our Merrylands badges are given to the Year 1 Louis C

pupils who demonstrate the school values )
at all times. Aryah-Mae S
They are good role models to other pupils Year 2 Belle D
and work hard to improve every single day. Year 3 Stella C
They try their best and persevere in all les- :
sons, complete homework on time, have Year 4 Sofia S
good school attendance and show kindness Ellie L
to their peers.
Congratulations to this week’s winners. Year 5 Hana
Year 6 Freya W

UPCOMING DIARY DATLS
MAY

20.05.2026 - Wild about Maths Workshop - KS1
21.05.2026 - Wild about Maths Workshop - KS2
21.05.2026 - Reception Pirate Day

22.05.2026 - Inset Day

25.05.2026 - 29.05.2026 - May Half Term
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BOOK OF THE WEEK

In Year 2, Mrs Cooper and Mrs Christie’s class
recommend ‘The Dragon Machine’ by Helen
Ward. It is a story about a lonely boy called
George who begins to see dragons every-
where, even though no one else notices them.

As the dragons cause chaos, George decides
to build a flying machine to take them back to
a place where they belong. The story explores
imagination, friendship and how being noticed
can change how we feel.

Robert said, “I like the dragon machine (g
because it is as big as the moon.” ’

Max said, “I really enjoyed the story because Nl OChlne

I love dragons and stories about dragons.”

PUYSIAL [DUCATION @ (. %, B ® ™

Sportsperson of the Half Term...
K@@”y H@dgkﬁﬂg@n gpl;g:ﬂys?;kn/et:l;s players and stick e.g. a

Who is Keely Hodgkinson?

Keeig Hndghinson is a British professional athlete who competes in athletics. She was born How to-play:
on the 3¢ March 2002 in Wigan, England and was a keen swimmer when she was younger - « Players take it in turns to perform a lunge action.
nervous to compete in running events. Her father promised to buy her a new pair of running » Knees low, back straight, chest facing forwards.

e Lift the stick horizontally in front, with arms locked straight.

e The other player attempts to destabilise the lunge by
pushing and pulling the stick at the ends.

one ear and temporarily struggled to walk or run. She now competes in the 800m event. « The player lunging tries to stay balanced and controlled in
their lunge position throughout.

e Count for 30 seconds and switch over.

* Repeat with the opposite leg forward.

shoes if she gave running a try. She is a resilient athlete who, at 13 years old, Hodgkinson had

an operation to remove a tumour on the side of her head. After the operation, she became deaf in

What has Keely achieved?

In her career so far, Keely has achieved many things. In 2021, she
became the youngest British person in history to win a European
indoor gold medal. In the same year, she also broke the record for
the under-20 indoor 800m as well as the Women'’s 800m British
record set by another of her idols, Dame Kelly Holmes. She has won
Olympic gold and Olympic silver medals too.
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vd
‘ Please ensure all school lunches are paid for in advance on ScoPay.

Please let the office staff know if there are any changes to your child’s dietary
needs.

WEEK 1 [WEEK 2 [EEK 3
BUTCHERS CHICKEN NUGGETS PEPPERONT PIZZA BREADED CHICKEN BURGER
VEGETABLE NUGGETS CHEESE § TOMATO PLLZA QUORN BURGER
WITH CHIPS & BAKED BEANS  WITH PASTA 1 HOMEMADE TOMATO SAUCE  wimy CHIDS & SPAGHETTT HOOP
DESSERT - & SALAD BAR DESSERT - STRAWBERRY MOUSS
DESSEIT - CHOCOLATE SWIRL MOUSSE
WAFFLES & GOLDEN SYRUP e FRESH FRULT + YORURT
o ML BATTERED CHICKEN PIECES SPAGHETTT CARBONARA WITH
) @ UM QUORN DIPPERS CHEESE SAUCE & BACON PIECES
[ WITHTUSILLL PASTAINA TN SWEET & SOUR SAUCE WITH RICE § VEGETABLE PASTA BAKE
A WA T St SWEETCORN WITH PEAS
= DESSETT - HOMENADE GOLDEN OKT  DeSSert - WOWEMADE CHOCOLATE CHIP DESSERT - HONEMADE
- FLAPIAK (AKE FLAPJACK
3 BUTOHERS ROAST CHICKEN BUTCHERS PORK SHUSKGES ALL DAY COOKED BREATKAST
H E ROAST VEGAN FILLET VEGAN SAUSAGES ALL DAY QUORN BREAKFAST
v WITH ROAST POTATOES YORKSHIRE  WITH MASH POTATD, YORKSHRE WITH HASH BROWNS D
55 DUDDINGS DS CROTS AND CRATY PUDDING SEASONAL VEGETABLS & BAKED BEANS
 DESSETT - FAULT JLLY & FRUTT GRAY DESSERT - FRUIT JELLY & FRUT
‘l. g YOGURT DESSEFT - FRUIT JELLY & FRUIT YOGURT YOGURT
g BECF CHILLI CHICKEN FAJTTA WRAP STICKY BBQ CHICKEN
S Vele o VLN FAJTT WD STICKY BB VEGAN PIECES
i WITHRICE AND SWEETCORN i chIspy cuse porarog p~ WITW RE & SWEETCORN
i s = DS - HNEHAE oW SALAD B e
N@é) ﬁ = DRIZILECME DESET -JOMEMADE O FLRMCK o L
0
w o« D TN Sk NGRS FISHFNER
Uao b @ DR VEBETaBLE FIgers om0
E D  WIHPOMOWATLESEPEAS  WITH CHIDS G BAKEDBEMS oo oo oo
2 DESIT-TECRAN  DESSHT - WOVEMADE SPONGECAKE 1+ o
o

FRESH FIUIT & YOBUTT FRESH FRUIT & YOGURT

FRUIT & YOGURT
# -llirq -

X



Summer Term

The Essex SEND Local
Offer Roadshows

Are you a parent or carer of a young persan with special educational
needs and disabilrties (SEND) aged O fo 257 Do you woant fo know
what support is available in your area? Come along to one of our
Essex SEND Local Offer Roadshows.

You can chat with feams from Education, Health and Socicl Care, as
well as local support groups and activity providers.

uE The marketplace is free and there is no need to book. Children are welcomea!

ﬁ.i Drop in between 9:30am and 12:30pm

This term we are in Manningtree, Great Dunmow, Silver
End, Rayleigh

Scan the QR Code for all the Information, including dates and venues or visit the
Ezsax Local Offer av

In Partnershig with

hripa:/ /send.essex qov.uk/i-think-rmy-child-needs-help/ essex-local -of fer-

o ﬂ 5 n D



HELP OUR SCHOOL .
BY SAVING MONEY!

Simply switch & save with Connectors - Raise funds
for our PTA without spending a penny extra!

Enfer your
details here

connectors.um.couk/cn-qius [l (%]

Every switch helps fund school trips, equipment & activities!
Mo cost to you - just big savings & big support for our kids.




What Parents L Educators Need to Know about

STREAMING SERVICES
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