MERRYLANDS

PRIMARY SCHOOL AND NURSERY

SUMMER TERM-FRIDAY 3RD JULY 2026
MESSAGE FROM HEAD OF SCHOOL - MRS PRYER

Dear Parents/Carers,

It has been another busy and successful week at Merrylands, with lots of sporting events, Year 6 rehears-
ing for their end-of-year play, and children continuing to work hard in their lessons.

On Thursday, I had the pleasure of spending time with our Year 5 and Year 6 children who attended the
Basildon Districts event. The day included a wide range of running and field events, and it was wonderful
to see every participant giving their very best effort. The children represented our school brilliantly, show-
ing resilience, enthusiasm and excellent sportsmanship throughout. We are incredibly proud of them all.

Earlier in the week, some of our Key Stage 2 children attended the Berlesduna Trust Swimming Gala.
They returned with an impressive 20 medals, and I am delighted to share that they achieved 2nd place
across the Trust. This was a fantastic achievement. Well done to everyone who took part.

Year 6 also enjoyed their Sports Day this week. It was a wonderful opportunity for the children to com-
pete against their peers in their final Sports Day at primary school and to create some lasting memories
together. The children showed great enthusiasm and support for one another throughout the event. Con-
gratulations to Miss White's class, who were the overall winners.

As the warm weather continues, please ensure that your child comes to school each day with sun cream
already applied, a named water bottle and a sun hat. These simple measures help us to keep everyone
safe and comfortable while enjoying outdoor learning and activities.

Looking ahead to next week, we have another exciting week planned. We are looking forward to the Year
1, 2 and 3 Sports Day, a visit from the library team to launch the Summer Reading Challenge, visits from
our new Nursery children, and the Nest/ASC Activity Morning, which we are sure will be enjoyed by all
involved.

I hope you all have a wonderful weekend.
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The class with the best attendance in KS1 was Mrs King’s Class with 97.44%
The class with the best attendance in KS2 was Mrs Almond’s Class with 97.04%

If your child is absent, contact must be made to the School Office EVERY school day that your
child is absent.




STAR OF THE WEEK CERTIFICATE
FOCUS: PERSEVERANCE

Nursery: Whole Class Year 3, Mrs Almond: Morgan T-J
Nest: Frank R Year 3, Miss Gilmore: London-Violet H-L
Reception, Mrs Anthony: Tysha B Year 3, Miss Medina: Macie L
Reception, Mrs Sullivan: Bluey B Year 4, Miss Lee: Aisosa O
Reception, Mrs Bagridge: Skylar-Rose H Year 4, Miss Miller: Hunter T

Year 1, Mrs King: Oliver B Year 4, Miss Atkin: Niah W

Year 1, Mrs Camoccio: Kareem O Year 5, Miss Day: Dan J

Year 1, Mrs Andrade: Luena M & Archie J Year 5, Mr Taylor: Keira B

Year 2, Mrs Didham: Maisie H Year 5, Miss Osborne: Haleemah A
Year 2, Miss Milne: Rosie P Year 6, Miss White: Akira T

Year 2, Mrs Christie/Mrs Cooper: Year 6, Mrs Thour: Joey K
Bodhi-Fox H

BADGES €

Reception Isabel J
Our Merrylands badges are given to the pupils -
who demonstrate the school values at all times. Yearl Leonidas G
They are good role models to other pupils and
work hard to improve every Year 2 Ocean L
single day. Year 3 Freya T
They try their best and persevere in all lessons,
complete homework on time, have good school Year 4 Beau M
attendance and show kindness to their peers.
Year 5 Haleemah A
Congratulations to this week’s winners. Year 6 Alice H

UPCOMING DIARY DATES

08.07.2026 - Meet the Teacher (Pupils Only)

10.07.2026 - Reports Sent Home

15.07.2026 - End of Year Celebration Event

16.07.2026 - Year 6 Leavers Assembly (09:30-11:30am)
& Leavers Party (1:00pm -3:20pm)

20.07.2026 - Inset Day

21.07.2026 - Start of School Holidays




Year 5, Miss Osborne’s class have been reading the
 book 'Curiosity: The Story of a Mars Rover' by Markus
Motum.

MARKUS MOTUM

This book is a true story about the journey of a rover
that was created by NASA and sent to Mars. The chil-
dren have been using this book to support their Eng-
lish lessons and it has inspired some lovely pieces of
writing and very interesting discussions about space.

The S tori 57 & Mars Rover We are looking forward to completing the story and
finding out more about this amazing rover!

Lillie-Ann said, “I like this book because you learn lots of cool facts
about how the rover works”

NETBALL & FOOTBALL TOURNAMENT

Well done to all the girls and boys that participated in the Trust
Football and Netball competition.

Despite the warm, sunny weather the children put in a great ef-
fort and showed lovely teamwork skills

encouragement.

The netball team
came 4th and the

7th.

SWIMMING GALA

On Wednesday 1°* July, some chil-
dren in KS2 attended the Trust
Swimming Gala. The whole team
placed 2nd and the children left
with 20 medals in total. A fantastic
result of hard work, determination
and sportsmanship.

Well done everyone!
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6 On Monday 6th July 2026 children will return to school on Week 3. 6 ‘

Please ensure all school lunches are paid for in advance on ScoPay.
Please let the office staff know if there are any changes to your child’s dietary

needs.
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