
SUMMER TERM—Friday 10th July 2026 
MESSAGE FROM HEAD OF SCHOOL - MRS PRYER  
It has been another busy and successful week at Merrylands. On Monday, the Year 1, 2 and 3 Sports Day 
was a great success, and it was wonderful to see the children showing such enthusiasm, determinaƟon 
and teamwork. CongratulaƟons to the winning classes: Mrs Camoccio’s class (Year 1), Miss Milne’s class 
(Year 2) and Miss Gilmore’s class (Year 3). A big well done to all of the children who parƟcipated in the ASC 
Sports Day too. It was wonderful to see the enthusiasm and enjoyment from everyone involved. Thank 
you to everyone who aƩended and supported these events. 

We were also pleased to welcome staff from Laindon Library this week, who spoke to the children about 
the Summer Reading Challenge. We hope many children will enjoy taking part and conƟnue to develop 
their love of reading over the summer. 

As we approach the end of the school year, I would like to say a huge thank you to the Friends of Merry-
lands for their conƟnued hard work and support. Through their fundraising efforts this year, they have en-
abled us to provide curriculum enrichment workshops for every year group, purchase addiƟonal play-
ground equipment and book another pantomime for this December. Thank you to everyone who has sup-
ported these events – we truly appreciate your generosity. 

Following the Mini Marathon in May, we have been carefully considering how best to use the sponsorship 
money to promote physical acƟvity. Next week, we are looking 
forward to welcoming GB athletes, who will be delivering PE ses-
sions and sharing their experiences with the children. We are also 
planning to put the remaining funds towards new Trim Trail Ad-
venture equipment. This project will cost approximately £15,000, 
and with over £5,000 already raised, we are well on our way to-
wards achieving this goal. We hope that next year's fundraising 
events will help us move even closer to making this exciƟng pro-
ject a reality. Thank you, as always, for your conƟnued support, 
and I wish you all a lovely weekend. 

Respect   Kindness   perseverance 

School Attendance Target:  95.00 % 

 

 

 

This week’s attendance: 91.61% 

The class with the best attendance in KS1 was Mrs Sullivan’s Class with 97.88% 

The class with the best attendance in KS2 was Mrs Almond’s Class with 97.41% 

If your child is absent, contact must be made to the School Office EVERY school 
day that your child is absent.   



BADGES  
 Our Merrylands badges are given to the pupils 
who demonstrate the school values at all times. 
They are good role models to other pupils and 

work hard to improve every    
single day.  

  
They try their best and persevere in all lessons, 
complete homework on time, have good school 
attendance and show kindness to their peers. 

 
Congratulations to this week’s winners. 

RecepƟon Heidi B 

Year 1 Vinny L 

Year 2 Erika G 

Year 3 Zaliya B 

Year 4 Alex P 

Year 5 Eva P 

Year 6 Max T 

FOCUS: RESPECT  
STAR OF THE WEEK CERTIFICATE 

Nursery: Amayah A 
RecepƟon, Mrs Anthony: Hudson B-S 
RecepƟon, Mrs Sullivan: David G 
RecepƟon, Mrs Bagridge: Libby B 
Year 1, Mrs King: SanƟago D-C 
Year 1, Mrs Camoccio: Quinn H 
Year 1, Mrs Andrade: Avineet B 
Year 2, Mrs Didham: Roxanne O &            
SebasƟan W 
Year 2, Miss Milne: The Whole Class  
Year 2, Mrs ChrisƟe/Mrs Cooper:  
Tiago C 

Year 3, Mrs Almond: Ada T 
Year 3, Miss Gilmore: Jaiden Y 
Year 3, Miss Medina:  Jude B 
Year 4, Miss Lee:  The Whole Class 
Year 4, Miss Miller:  Hunter T 
Year 4, Miss Atkin: Oscar A 
Year 5, Miss Day:  Gracie P 
Year 5, Mr Taylor: Louie G 
Year 5, Miss Osborne:  Lillie-Ann A 
Year 6, Miss White:  Olivia H 
Year 6, Mrs Thour: Luke B 

UPCOMING DIARY DATES 
 
15.07.2026 - End of Year Celebration Event 
16.07.2026 - Year 6 Leavers Assembly (09:30-11:30am)  
        & Leavers Party (1:00pm -3:20pm) 
20.07.2026 - Inset Day 
21.07.2026 - Start of School Holidays 

Respect   Kindness   perseverance 



 BOOK OF THE WEEK 

Respect   Kindness        perseverance 

DISTRICTS 2026 
On Thursday 2nd July, children from Year 5 and Year 6 attended 
the District Sports Competition at Basildon Sporting Village. The 
children showed great resilience and determination throughout 
the event and were excellently behaved whilst waiting and sup-
porting in the stands. Overall, the children had a great day and 
it was wonderful to see them being competitive and supportive 

of their peers. 

PHYSICAL EDUCATION 

Year 4, Miss Miller’s class have been thoroughly enjoy-
ing reading “Here Comes Hercules!” by Stella           

Tarakson.  

This lively and humorous story follows the adventures 
of Tim, whose ordinary life is turned upside down 

when the ancient Greek hero Hercules is unexpectedly 
released from a vase. From that moment on, chaos 
and comedy unfold as Hercules tries to navigate the 
modern world, often with hilarious results. The chil-
dren have particularly loved the book’s fast-paced 

plot, engaging illustrations, and playful humour. It has 
sparked lots of laughter as well as thoughtful discus-
sions about characters, myths, and how stories from 
the past can be reimagined in fun and creative ways.   



On Monday 13th July 2026 children will return to school on Week 1. 

Please ensure all school lunches are paid for in advance on ScoPay.   

Please let the office staff know if there are any changes to your child’s dietary 
needs. 






