MERRYLANDS

PRIMARY SCHOOL AND NURSERY

AUTUMN TERM-ERIDAY 1TH SEPTEMBER 2026
MESSAGE FROM HEAD OF SCHOOL - MRS PRYER

Dear Parents/Carers,

It has been a great first full week back at Merrylands. The children have started new
topics across the curriculum and have been working hard in their lessons. The new
children in Reception and Nursery have settled in really well and are engaging enthu-
siastically with the opportunities available to them both inside and outside the class-
room.

Yesterday, some children from Years 3 and 4 attended the rearranged Basildon Dis-
trict Sports competition. They represented the school brilliant-

ly, demonstrating excellent sportsmanship throughout the event. We are now await-
ing the final results from the organisers.

We are continuing to use BoomReader this year to record reading at home. Please
encourage your child to read five times each week and ensure this is recorded

on BoomReader. Please note that only your child's school reading book should be
logged on BoomReader. We will continue to celebrate children who read regularly at
home through rewards and prizes.

If you experience any issues accessing BoomReader or need your parent/carer login
details again, please speak to your child's class teacher.

Next week, we are looking forward to celebrating International Day of Democracy on
Tuesday. Each class will be selecting their School Councillors and Eco-Warriors.

I hope you all have a lovely weekend.
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Th|s week’s attendance: 95.72% (I3 attendance.

The class with the best attendance in KS1 was Mrs King’s Class with
99.44%

The class with the best attendance in KS2 was Miss Day’s Class with
99.60%

If your child is absent, contact must be made to the School Office
EVERY school day that your child is absent. Please report your child’s
absence by phone 01268 417893, ParentMail or by email:
admin@merrylands-pri.essex.sch.uk




STAR OF THE WEEK CERTIFICATE
FOCUS: RESPLCT
ASC: Ronny O’'D Year 3, Mrs Almond: Max L
Nursery: Bella A Year 3, Miss Gilmore: Roxanne O
Reception, Mrs Anthony: Arlo A Year 3, Mirs Camoccio: Belle D
Reception, Mrs Fairman/ Year 4, Miss Lee: Piper M
Miss Stanhope: Ryan K Year 4, Miss Miller: The Whole Clas$
Reception, Mrs Bagridge: Logan M Year 4, Miss Atkin: Lily-M C
Year 1, Mrs King: Arthur S Year 5, Miss Day: Maira J
Year 1, Mrs Sullivan: Harper G Year 5, Miss Medina: Elbiee T
Year 1, Mrs Andrade: The Whole Class Year 5, Miss Osborne: Dorit T
Year 2, Mrs Didham: Jacob D Year 6, Miss White: Lenny B
Year 2, Miss Milne: Olivia L Year 6, Mrs Thour: Hana G
Year 2, Mrs Christie/Mrs Cooper: Year 6, Mr Taylor: Dan J
Juvan A
BADG[S @ Reception Ava-Jade L
puplIS Who demonstrate the school valucs at | Year vie P
all times. They are good role models to Year 2 Jack |
other pupils and work hard to improve every
They try their Sblgs?tlzr?gybersevere in all Years Sophia S
lessons, complete homework on time, have Year 4 Freya-R H
good school attendance and show kindness
to their peers. Year 5 Ellie L
Congratulations to this week’s winners. Year 6 Sophia B
UPCOMING DIARY DATES
15.09.2026 - International Day of Democracy
October - Black History Month & Oracy Month
01.10.2026- National Poetry Day




BOOK OF THE WEEK =Wy

>IN
Year 6 have started reading the U‘:’e

'Origin of Species' which links to our O hided Daruirs
topic of Evolution and Inheritance. g Onthe

It is a child-friendly version of Charles ORIGIN
Darwin's genius book where he 7
highlighted and wrote about the Theory | €%\ SPECIES
of Evolution to explain life on Earth, the ooty
survival of the fittest and variation. Itis " !
a beautifully illustrated book with lots of
interesting pictures to look at that have
sparked some fun and creative
discussions.

ACHIEVEMENTS

Alice I in Year 4 completed the Summer
reading challenge in less than a week over
the summer holidays. Well done Alice!
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a Sportsperson of the Term...
Michelle Agyemang MBE

Who is Michelle Agyemang MBE?
Michelle Agyemang MBE is an English professional footballer who & Howto pay;

urrenthy plays as a forward for Arsenal lndiss in the Woman's * Lay out 4-6 different coloured pairs of socks in a circle

) formation and stand in the middle.
Super League (WSL). She was born locally, in South Ockendon o Ak 6 helper tocall 5Ut 2 colotirs and se& ifijeu can vse hotr

L ,d .
[‘:hwh o "{Essep’ O'Lthe 3 hFebruarg 2096‘ Stic:jained Arsefiol a % speedy feet to get quickly to the correct colours in turn.
the age of just six and was the youngest Lioness on the team during « Return to the middle of the circle and repeat with a new call.

What you need: 4 - 6 different coloured socks or items

the 2025 Euros.
What has Michelle achieved?
Michelle made her senior debut for Arsenal at the age of 16, in November 2022. On her senior @ Top tips: 5
debur for England, in April 2025, she scored a stunning volley 41 seconds after she came on « Start in the ready position, feet shoulder width 5
to the pitch. Michelle was part of the England squad which won the UEFA Euro 2025, wher apart and knees bent, ready to react.
@@, she was named the young player of the tournament. She scored crucial late goals during the + Head and shoulders facing forwards ?
k) aune ﬁ als and semi-finals to help the Lionesses retain their title. Sh e won BBC Young £ « Turn your hips and move your feet to each
Sports Personality of the Year in 2025 and was awarded an MBE in 2026 for her services to colour.
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On Monday 14th September 2026 chlldren will return to school on Week 3.
‘ Please ensure all school lunches are paid for in advance on ScoPay.
Please let the office staff know if there are any changes to your child’s dietary

needs.

» LEEK 1 WEEK 2 WEEK 3
,.Cm’}- . BUTCHERS CHICKEN NUGGETS PEPPERONT PLLLA BREADED CHICKEN BURGER
Wh ( (ﬂ( N%['HI | VECETABLE NUCCETS (HEESE § TOMATO PIZZA QUORN BURGER

/} UYL ITH CHIPS § BAKED BEANS  WITH PAST lﬂsumhgfnmmm SHUCE-WiTH CHIPS & SPAGHETTT HOOP
DESSERT - DESSERT - STRAWBERRY MOUSS
DESSET - CHOCOLATE SWIRL MOUSSE
WAFFLES & GOLDEN SYRUP R o FRESH FRUIT - YOGURT
7 BECF MEATBALLS BATTERED CHICKEN PIECES SPAGHETTI CARBONARA WITH
) @ oM HEATBALLS QUORN DIPDERS CHEESE SAUCE b BACON PLECES
- WITWFUSILLL PASTAINA TN SWEET & SOUR SAUCE WITH RICE § VEGETABLE PASTA BAKE
A WM TOHO St SHEETOONN WITH PEAS
= DESSET - HOMEMADE GOLDEN OAT  DESSPYT - WOMEMADE CHOCOLATE CWIP  DESSERT - HONEMADE
= FLAPIACK (AKE FLARJACK
S BUTCHERS ROAST CHICKEN BUTCHERS PORK SAUSAGES ALL DAY COOKED BREAFKAST
H S ROAST VeGN FLLET VEGAN SHUSAGE ALL DAY QUORN BREAKAST
VA WITH ROAST PUTATOES, YORKSHIRE  WITH MESH DOTATD, YORKSHIRE WITH HASH BROWNS AND
S5 UDDINGS DS CAROTS AN GRATY  PUDDING SEASNAL VEGETABLS ¢ BAKED BEANS
B DESSET - FULT JeLLY & FRUIT CRAY DESSERT - FRUIT JLLY & FRUT
T 3 H0G0RT DESSET - FRUIT JELLY & FRUIT YOGURT HOGURT
% BECF CHILLI CHICKEN FAJTTA WRAP STICKY BBQ CHICKEN
S VEGETABLE CHILLI VECAN FALTTA WRAD STICKY BBO VEGAN PIECES
5 WITH RICE AND SWEETCORN Wi CRISPY CUBe poruToes D WITH RICE & SHEETCORN
i i = DSSHT - ONGHAE LN SALAD DR L
@ @ S DRIILECAKE DESSETT -HOMEMADEOATFDMK o
i & o 3 TSI FISH FINGERS o
Upn ot @ eSO VEBETaBLE FIgers W
E » £ WITHPOTKOWALES PEAS  WITWCHTDS EBAKEDBEMS o e
E DESSE'T - ICECREAN  DESSEIT - WOEMADE SPONGE CAKE o o

FRESH FIUIT & YOBUIT FRESH FRUIT & YOCURT FI!U]T i ‘f-:]GUl!T




A HEALTHY -
\UNCHBOX

- FUEL YOUR DAY, FEEL YOUR BEST! (0
1. MAIN | 2. VEG
Choose | &’ Adda
wholegrain rainbow of
foods like wvegetables
wholemeal for vitamins,
bread, pasta minerals and

or rice. energy!

3. FRUIT 4. TREAT
Fruit gives It's OK to have
you vitamins one small
and helps sugary treat.
keep you

healthy.

One treat

Water is the best choice to keep
you hydrated and help you concentrate.

‘ @ DON'T FORGET A DRINK!

A balanced Iuthhm: = more energy, bctl:urfncus l
and a happier, healthier /|1 Q? |

N




