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MESSAGE FROM HEAD OF SCHOOL - MRS PRYER

Dear Parents/Carers,

The children have continued to work hard in their lessons this week and have enjoyed a range of exciting learning
opportunities across the school. Year 6 have been developing their understanding of addition and subtraction in
maths, Year 5 have been writing biographies in English, Year 4 have been learning about classifying invertebrates in
science, while Year 3 have been exploring emotions in PSHE. Year 2 have been investigating different habitats in sci-
ence, Year 1 have been using different types of media in art, Reception have been learning about pronouns in Eng-
lish, and Nursery have enjoyed activities linked to the nursery rhyme Miss Polly Had a Dolly.

At Merrylands, we dedicate two hours of learning time to PE each week. These lessons are taught either by the class
teacher or our sports coach. To ensure that all children can fully participate and achieve the expectations of the PE
National Curriculum, it is essential that they have their PE kit in school every day.

A reminder that your child's PE kit should include:

e Navy blue shorts

¢ White T-shirt

e Plimsolls, or preferably trainers, for indoor and outdoor activities

» Jogging bottoms or a tracksuit (dark colours only) for outdoor PE during the Autumn and Winter terms
(optional)

If your child wears earrings on PE days, these must be removed before the lesson. Earrings cannot be covered with
tape or a plaster, and staff members are not permitted to remove them.

Next week, the children in Year 6 will be heading to the Isle of Wight for their residential trip. We hope they have a
fantastic time, make wonderful memories, and enjoy the exciting opportunities on offer.

I hope you all have a wonderful weekend, and | look forward to seeing everyone next week.
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'€ Class with the best attendance in KS1 was Mrs Cooper/Mrs Christie’s Class with 98.76%

The class with the best attendance in KS2 was Miss Lee’s Class with 98.81%

If your child is absent, contact must be made to the School Office EVERY school day that your child is
absent. Please report your child’s absence by phone 01268 417893, ParentMail or by email:
admin@merrylands-pri.essex.sch.uk
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STAR OF THE WEEK CERTIFICATE
FOCUS: PERSEVERANCE

ASC: Clyro R
Nest: Sonny E Year 3, Mrs Almond: Aleshia M-Z
Nursery: Reuben C Year 3, Miss Gilmore: Thomas H
Reception, Mrs Anthony: Emilia-R G Year 3, Mrs Camoccio: Anthony W
Reception, Mrs Fairman/ Year 4, Miss Lee: Rory-P B
Miss Stanhope: Milan P Year 4, Miss Miller: Cillian D
Reception, Mrs Bagridge: Arthur L Year 4, Miss Atkin: Holly R
Year 1, Mrs King: Louie C Year 5, Miss Day: Mattias-C A
Year 1, Mrs Sullivan: Paige A Year 5, Miss Medina: John L
Year 1, Mrs Andrade: Hudson B-S Year 5, Miss Osborne: Hunter T
Year 2, Mirs Didham: Adaobi E Year 6, Miss White: Kyle P
Year 2, Miss Milne: Harry H Year 6, Mrs Thour: Freddie T
Year 2, Mrs Christie/Mrs Cooper: Year 6, Mr Taylor: Florrie S
Eliza G
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Congratulations to this week’s winners. igaric Isla C

UPCOMING DIARY DATES

October - Black History Month & Oracy Month i
J1.10.2026- National Poetry Day
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BOOK OF THE WEEK \ YL SR FoN

In Year 4, Miss Lee's class have been enjoying reading
Zombierella by Joseph Coelho, a funny and wonderfully
spooky twist on the classic Cinderella story! We have
loved meeting its quirky characters and discovering what
happens when a little fairy-tale magic meets a whole lot
of zombie mayhem. It is a must read for any princess,
thriller, zombie, or magic lover! It has been a great book
) for getting us laughing, talking and using our imagina-
hom LiONS. We can’t wait to see what happens next!

'I like this book because it has a fun twist”- Jack

il '1 like it a lot because it's funny and different to the usual
story of Cinderella' - Maisie

THE BIG FUTURE SURVEY

We would like to encourage all pupils to take part in The
Big Future, a national survey led by the Children's Com-
missioner for England.

The survey gives children the opportunity to share their
views, experiences and hopes for the future.

Their responses will help ensure that children's voices
are heard and represented at a national level.

The survey only takes a few minutes to complete and
can be accessed here:

https:/ /www.childrenscommissioner.qgov.uk/ thebigfuture

We hope you will encourage your child to take part and share their thoughts.

ACHIEVEMENTS

A huge well done to Sophie G in year 6 who
cut and donated her hair to

The Little Princess Trust. The donated hair

will be used to make a wig for children who

are going through cancer treatment. '

Sophie’s selfless act has raised over £600 '
for the charity.

Sophie already has plans to grow, cut and
donate her hair again in the future!
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‘Please ensure all school lunches are paid for in advance on ScoPay. i

ease let the office staff know if there are any changes to your child’s
dietary needs.
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outh Autumn Term

he Essex SEND Local
Jffer Roadshow

Are you o parent or carer of o young persen with speciol educational
needs and aisakcilities (SEND) agea O ta 257 Do you want 1o know
what suppart is avtilable 9 your area? Ceme along 10 one of pur
kssex SEND Local Offer Hoadshaws

You can chat with 1eams fiom Education. Mecl1k ang Social Care, ay

we'|l 05 'ocol suppoc® groups ana activity prov.ders.

g The marketplace is free and there is no need to book, Children are welcome!

5* Drop in between 9:30am and 12:30pm

wednesday 21 October 2026

Richmond Hall, Richmond Avenue, South Benfleet, SS57
SHA

5can the QR Code far all the information. inzluding dates ard venues or visit the
Essex Loval OfFes at e
In Parmnershig
NETREL /Send.essex. ooy, uk /- think-myy-child-needs nelnsesse-local-ofter
readshoes




