
 

 

This week’s attendance: 94.38% 

The class with the best attendance in KS1 was Mrs King’s  Class with 97.22% 

The class with the best attendance in KS2 was Miss Miller’s Class with 
99.59%  

If your child is absent, contact must be made to the School Office EVERY 
school day that your child is absent. Please report your child’s absence by 

phone 01268 417893, ParentMail or by email: admin@merrylands-
pri.essex.sch.uk 

Autumn Term—Friday 9th October 2026 
MESSAGE FROM HEAD OF SCHOOL - MRS PRYER  
Dear Parents/Carers,  
It has been another busy and successful week at Merrylands, and it has been a pleas-
ure to see the children working hard in their lessons and continuing to demonstrate 
our core values every day.  
 
There has been lots of exciting learning taking place across the school. Year 6 have 
been drawing maps in geography, Year 5 have been investigating water resistance in 
science, and Year 4 have been writing explanation texts about plant life cycles. Year 
3 have been learning how fossils are formed, while Year 2 have been discovering who 
lived and worked in castles long ago. Year 1 have been designing maps of our school, 
Reception have enjoyed learning about owls and sharing the story Owl Babies, and 
Nursery have been developing their mathematical language by comparing large and 
small objects.  
 
Please can I remind all parents and carers that children should not ride bikes, scoot-
ers or roller skates on the school grounds. We have had a few near misses recently, 
and we want to ensure everyone remains safe at the beginning and end of the school 
day. If your child brings a bike or scooter to school, please ensure they walk along-
side it until they are outside the school gates. Thank you for your continued support 
with this.  
 
Next week, we are looking forward to welcoming parents and carers to our parent 
consultation meetings for children in Reception to Year 6. If you have not already 
done so, please book an appointment with your child's class teacher via ParentMail.  
If you experience any difficulties booking an appointment, please contact the school 
office. The travelling book fair will also be available during these evenings.  
I hope you all have a wonderful weekend, and I look forward to seeing you all next 
week.  

Respect   Kindness   perseverance 

School Attendance Target:  95.00 % 



BADGES  
Our Merrylands badges are given to the    

pupils who demonstrate the school      
values at all times. They are good role 

models to other pupils and work hard to 
improve every single day.  

 
They try their best and persevere in all     
lessons, complete homework on time, 
have good school attendance and show 

kindness to their peers. 
 

Congratulations to this week’s winners. 

Reception Delilah-R M 

Year 1 Arthur S 

Year 2 Maria C 

Year 3 Logan D 

Year 4 Hanaa M 

Year 5 Rose P 

Year 6 Nina-F A 

FOCUS: KINDNESS  
STAR OF THE WEEK CERTIFICATE 

Nursery:  Carter W 
Reception, Mrs Anthony:  Maeve S 
Reception, Mrs Fairman/                    
Miss Stanhope: Cezar S 
Reception, Mrs Bagridge: Linken-K H  
Year 1, Mrs King: Heidi B 
Year 1, Mrs Sullivan: Krystyna C 
Year 1, Mrs Andrade: Lanayah L 
Year 2, Mrs Didham:  Ocean A-D 
Year 2, Miss Milne: Quinn H 
Year 2, Mrs Christie/Mrs Cooper: Kai C 
 

 Year 3, Mrs Almond: Georgina P 
Year 3, Miss Gilmore:  Chiril D 
Year 3, Mrs Camoccio: Sienna Y 
Year 4, Miss Lee: Jack B 
Year 4, Miss Miller: Hanaa M 
Year 4, Miss Atkin:  Adas V 
Year 5, Miss Day: Teia S 
Year 5, Miss Medina: Ruby F 
Year 5, Miss Osborne: Sebastian V 
Year 6, Miss White: Evie S 
Year 6, Mrs Thour: Alaine M 
Year 6, Mr Taylor:  Nina-F A 

UPCOMING DIARY DATES 
October - Black History Month & Oracy Month 
13.10.2026— Reception –Year 6 Parents Evening 3:40pm-19:30pm 
14.10.2026— Reception– Year 6 Parents Evening 3:40pm-17:30pm 
 

Respect   Kindness   perseverance 



 

BOOK OF THE WEEK 

 
 

Respect   Kindness        perseverance 

TRUST POETRY SLAM COMPETITION  

This week in Year 3, Mrs Almond’s class are reading  “Once Upon a 
Legend” an exciting and funny story by Ben 
Miller. This book is full of magic, adventure 

and interesting characters. The story follows 
Marcus, a rebellious young boy who is sent 
to a unique boarding school for rebellious 

children.                    

Once Marcus arrives at his new school, the 
story begins to unfold in a crazy, magical 

way leaving us all enchanted to read more!  

Mrs Almond said ”The characters were one of 
my favourite things about the book. They are 
brave, interesting and sometimes a little bit 

silly! I liked seeing how they worked together 
and helped each other when things became 
difficult.” Sophia said “My favourite part was 

when the story became magical.                               

On Thursday Esmee, Shea, Ayan, Olivia, Lexi and Jacob attended 

the Berlesduna Poetry Slam at Cherry Tree Primary School. The 

children were chosen to perform a range of poems based on the 

theme of 'Wonder' in front of the other children and adults from the 

Trust. The children were superb and were very confident when it 

was their turn to perform. They were a pleasure to watch and were 

a credit to the school.  



HOUSES OF PARLIAMENT  

 
 

On Tuesday 6th October, the School Council, Head Pupils and Deputy 

Head Pupils visited the Houses of Parliament. We had a fantastic day and 

learned so much about the history of Parliament and how bills become 

laws. The children thoroughly enjoyed the experience and gained a real 

insight into how decisions are made in our country.                             

The children were a real credit to our school, demonstrating excellent 

behaviour and enthusiasm throughout the trip. We would also like to       

extend our sincere thanks to Mrs North for accompanying us and     

helping to make the visit such a success.   

Here is what the children thought: 

On Tuesday, we went to the Houses of Parliament and it was brilliant.    

My favourite part was the robing room. It was beautifully designed with 

portraits and sculptures. The House of Lords and the House of Commons 

were decorated in gold. It was such a good trip! - Alaine, Deputy Head 

Pupil 

On the 6th of October, we went to the Houses of Parliament it was a   
fantastic trip. We learnt about the robing room, House of Commons and 
the House of Lords. We also did some activities related to what we had 
learnt. Our tour guide was very funny and kind. My favourite part was 

the workshop at the end. -Zac, Head Pupil 

Earlier this week, all school councillors, head pupils and deputy pupils   
attended a fascinating trip to the Houses of Parliament . We found out 

many interesting facts such as no members of the Royal family are      
allowed in the House of Commons. The House of Commons has green 

chairs whereas the House of Lords has red chairs. Keira, Head Pupil and 
Sophia, Deputy Head 

Here is what some of our school councillors enjoyed: 

My favourite part was the room where the king was allowed to go in!       
- Murtaza  

My favourite part was the workshop—Esme 

My favourite part was the secret doors in the robing room—Iris 

My favourite part was seeing the different houses- Eva 



HEAD AND DEPUTY HEAD PUPILS 
We are very proud to announce our newly appointed Head Pupils and 

Deputy Head Pupils for this academic year. They will play an important 

role in school life, serving as positive role models and ambassadors for 

our school. As part of their responsibilities, they will help lead       

presentations both within school and in the wider community. They will 

also be key members of the School Council. 

 

 

 

 

 

My name is Keira, I am one of the head pupils of the 

school. I want to be a voice for the children of our 

school. I can't wait for a fun year ahead and I hope 

to make the school even better than it is already. 

My name is Zac. I am so excited to be Head Pupil of 

Merrylands 2026/27. I want to represent our school so 

it's an even more positive environment to learn in.        

I also want to encourage reading in younger years. 

Hi my name is Sophia, my favourite thing to do is    

running. I am one of the deputy pupils. I would like 

to raise money for more PE and lunchtime play 

equipment.   I would also like to add more choices 

to the dinner menu. I hope to make our school even 

better than it is now. 

My name is Vinnie and I like playing   

football and at weekends I like to go   

fishing. I want to make this school a 

better place by making lunchtimes 

even better by adding more 

sports. 

My name is Alaine and I am one of the deputy 

pupils. I like dancing. I hope to make the 

school a better place by listening to everyone's 

ideas and trying to make their ideas come 

true.  



On Monday 12th October 2026 children will return to school on Week 2.  

Please ensure all school lunches are paid for in advance on ScoPay.    
Please let the office staff know if there are any changes to 

your child’s dietary needs. 




