
 

 

 

This week’s attendance: 94.42% 

The class with the best attendance in KS1 was Mrs Anthony’s Class 
with 98.94% 

The class with the best attendance in KS2 was Miss Atkin’s Class 
with 100% 

If your child is absent, contact must be made to the School Office     
EVERY school day that your child is absent. Please report your 

child’s  absence by phone 01268 417893, ParentMail or by email: 
admin@merrylands-pri.essex.sch.uk 

Autumn Term—Friday 16th October 2026 
MESSAGE FROM HEAD OF SCHOOL - MRS PRYER  
Dear Parents/Carers,  
It has been another busy and successful week at Merrylands, and it has 
been lovely to see the children continuing to work hard and enjoy their 
lessons.  
Firstly, thank you to all the parents and carers who attended the parent 
consultation meetings this week. These meetings provide a valuable      
opportunity to share your child's progress and celebrate their         
achievements. If you ever have any questions about your child's learning, 
please do not hesitate to speak to their class teacher.  
There has been lots of exciting learning taking place across the school this 
week. Nursery have been comparing sizes of objects, while Reception    
enjoyed an autumn walk to explore the changing season. Year 1 have 
been learning about carnivores, omnivores and herbivores in science, and 
Year 2 had a fantastic trip to Hedingham Castle. Year 3 have been         
developing their narrative writing using adverbs, while Year 4 have been 
using the exchange method to subtract in maths.  
In Year 5, children have been designing a recipe for spaghetti bolognese in 
design and technology, and Year 6 have been learning about activists who 
have promoted peace in RE.  
This week, it was also a pleasure to begin showing prospective parents 
around our school ahead of our September 2027 intake. I was incredibly 
proud to share the learning taking place across the school and the       
progress children make from Nursery through to Year 6. The children were 
fantastic ambassadors for Merrylands, demonstrating positive attitudes, 
enthusiasm for learning and excellent behaviour.  
I hope you all have a wonderful weekend, and I look forward to seeing 
you next week.  

Respect   Kindness   perseverance 

School Attendance Target:  95.00 % 



BADGES  
 Our Merrylands badges are given to the 

pupils who demonstrate the school    
values at all times. They are good role 

models to other pupils and work hard to 
improve every single day.   

 
They try their best and persevere in all 
lessons, complete homework on time, 

have good school attendance and show 
kindness to their peers. 

 
Congratulations to this week’s winners. 

Reception Maeve S 

Year 1 Dave J 

Year 2 Harry H 

Year 3 Lukas B 

Year 4 Jack B 

Year 5 Grace T 

Year 6 Lillie-Ann A 

FOCUS: PERSEVERANCE   
STAR OF THE WEEK CERTIFICATE 

Nursery: Matilda H-L  
Reception, Mrs Anthony: Oliver L 
Reception, Mrs Fairman/Miss Stanhope: 
Carter T 
Reception, Mrs Bagridge: Alice M  
Year 1, Mrs King: Dominic D 
Year 1, Mrs Sullivan: Filip M 
Year 1, Mrs Andrade: John W 
Year 2, Mrs Didham: Klay C & Jaxon P 
Year 2, Miss Milne: Hunter T 
Year 2, Mrs Christie/Mrs Cooper:   
Jaxon L 

Year 3, Mrs Almond: Johnny L 
Year 3, Miss Gilmore: Yousuf Y 
Year 3, Mrs Camoccio: Sumayya A 
Year 4, Miss Lee: Maisie L-T 
Year 4, Miss Miller: Alexandra S 
Year 4, Miss Atkin: Evie F 
Year 5, Miss Day: Oscar A 
Year 5, Miss Medina: Freddie C 
Year 5, Miss Osborne: James C 
Year 6, Miss White: David M 
Year 6, Mrs Thour: Amelia S 
Year 6, Mr Taylor:  Cristina V 

UPCOMING DIARY DATES 
October - Black History Month & Oracy Month 
21.10.2026—Nursery Parents Evening  
22.10.2026—Nursery Parents Evening   
26.10.2026— October Half Term  
02.11.2026—Inset Day  
03.11.2026—Back to School 
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BOOK OF THE WEEK 

 
 

Respect   Kindness        perseverance 

In Year 1, Mrs Sullivan's class have been reading 
'The Naughty Bus' written by Jan and Jerry Oke.  
This story follows a young boy’s adventure with a 
cheeky toy bus that comes to life, creating a fun 
filled, imaginative adventure for all readers to   
follow. The bus does not follow the rules, goes 
zooming through follower beds, plunging into 
baked beans and explores the blooming gardens.  

The book helps children view things from           
different perspectives and use their imagination 
to create vivid imagery whilst reading along. 

Harper said, “I like reading this book in class with 
everyone. We all laugh at the naughty bus” 

GUINNESS WORLD RECORD: TAKE 10 TO READ 

  

On Thursday 8th October 2026, Merrylands Primary School had the      

exciting opportunity to participate in the National Literacy Trust and    

British Council’s attempt to set a new GUINNESS WORLD RECORDS™    

title for the most people reading online in 12 hours.  

This record attempt was part of the “Take 10 to Read” campaign in the 

National Year of Reading 2026 and the message was simple: Whatever 

you're into, take 10 minutes to read into it.  

Each year group was able to join a webinar where they were able to lis-

ten to an author reading their book. Some children listened to a reading 

of Super Uma by Rashmi Sirdeshpande, followed by a draw-along activity 

with illustrator Nakul P and some children listened to Frank Cottrell-Boyce 

reading from The Blockbusters!  

 All the children then participated in a 10 minute read-a-thon, the      

number of children reading was then counted and used towards meeting 

the world record! What an amazing experience for our school! 



 

On Wednesday 14th October 2026, Year 2 children stepped back in 
time for an exciting visit to Hedingham Castle as part of our history 

topic on castles!  The classes were lucky enough to be guided 
around this magnificent castle by three historians, who brought the 
past to life with fascinating facts and stories. The children explored 
different rooms, discovered what life was really like inside a castle, 

found out what people ate, learnt about the armour worn by 
knights and even uncovered where the toilet was! There was so 
much to see, learn and discover, and the children were full of       

curiosity and enthusiasm throughout the day.  They were fantastic    
ambassadors for our school, and we couldn’t be prouder of how      

brilliantly they represented Merrylands! 

 
On Thursday 15th October 2026, a group 
of Year 6 children were invited to James 
Hornsby School to represent our school 
in the Primary Maths Challenge 2026. 
The teams were set a variety of Maths activities, questions and              
challenges to complete throughout the day.   

The children worked extremely hard and displayed excellent       
teamwork throughout the whole competition. They were also joined 
by Year 9 children from James Hornsby who supported them to en-
sure the day ran smoothly. The children thoroughly enjoyed the day 
and were brilliant ambassadors for our school. 

Year 2 HEDINGHAM CASTLE TRIP  

PRIMARY MATHS CHALLENGE 
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INTERHOUSE COMPETITION 
 

On Friday 9th October, children in KS2 took part in 
our first Interhouse Competition where they      
competed in their houses in cross country laps 
around the school field. It was wonderful to see all 
of the children taking part, supporting one another 
and being so positive about the competition.  

The winners were as follows:  

LKS2 - Red & UKS2 - Green    

Well done to all pupils who took part! 
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HARVEST APPEAL 
 

From Monday 5th October to Friday 16th October 

2026 we were accepting non perishable food    

donations as part of our Harvest Appeal.        

 The amount of donations we received was over-

whelming and will make a huge difference to 

those in need via the Basildon Foodbank.     

Thank you to all who donated. 

Achievements  

 

 

Well done to Kane S in Year 3 who took part 
in and completed the 50th Junior Park Run 
on Sunday 11th October 2026.  

Well done Kane! 

SECONDARY SCHOOL APPLICATIONS 

Please ensure that you apply for your child's secondary 
school place. The deadline is 31st October 2026. 

If you have not applied for your child's Year 7 place, please 
visit the Essex County Council website- Year 7 Admissions 

page. Late applications will only be considered after all       
on-time applications which could affect your child's chances 

of getting into a preferred school. 



On Monday 19th October 2026 children will return to school on Week 1.  

Please ensure all school lunches are paid for in advance on ScoPay.    

 Please let the office staff know if there are any changes to 
your child’s dietary needs.  




